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Abstract

The paper aims to assess Kazuo Ishiguro’s novel, Klara and the Sun, by examining
the interplay between artificial intelligence and nature. The objective is to
delve into how Ishiguro portrays the convergence of these seemingly disparate
elements and the resulting implications for our understanding of ‘natural’ versus
‘artificial’. Klara, the protagonist, is an artificial friend powered by sunlight,
making the narrative inherently centred on artificial intelligence. The Sun assumes
a divine role, symbolizing inner strength derived from trust in something greater
and highlighting society’s detachment from nature. Klara’s reliance on solar
energy emphasizes the nurturing aspect of the Sun, affecting her vitality. Despite
originating from an industrialized civilization, Klara exhibits a deeper appreciation
for nature than many in her community. The novel blurs the lines between human
and artificial intelligence, prompting a reconsideration of conventional notions
about what is ‘natural’ or ‘artificial . This exploration prompts a re-evaluation of
our relationship with technology and the natural environment within the framework
of postmodernism theory.
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Kazuo Ishiguro, born on November 8, 1954, in Nagasaki, Japan,
is a critically acclaimed British author renowned for his evocative
storytelling and exploration of complex themes. Ishiguro’s diverse
literary repertoire spans novels, short stories, and screenplays,
earning him international acclaim and numerous prestigious awards.

His breakthrough novel, The Remains of the Day(1989), garnered
widespread recognition, winning the Booker Prize and solidifying
Ishiguro’s reputation as a master of narrative craftsmanship. Known
for his nuanced and introspective prose, Ishiguro delves into the
intricacies of memory, identity, and the human condition.

Ishiguro’s thematic explorations often traverse historical and
speculative landscapes, blending elements of realism and speculative
fiction. His novel Never Let Me Go(2005) captivated readers with
its dystopian vision and poignant reflection on the ethics of human
cloning. In 2017, Ishiguro was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature,
underscoring his profound impact on contemporary literature.

With a distinctive voice that navigates the complexities of
emotions and societal constructs, Ishiguro continues to captivate
audiences with each new work. As an author whose narratives
resonate on both intellectual and emotional levels, Ishiguro remains

http://www.shanlaxjournals.com

513



One Day International Conference (Hybrid Mode) on
Recent Trends in Digital Humanities: A Focus on Language and Literature

a prominent figure in the literary world, challenging readers to contemplate the intricacies of the
human experience.

In Klara and the Sun, Kazuo Ishiguro skillfully weaves a narrative set against the backdrop
of a world where artificial intelligence and nature seamlessly intertwine, fostering a compelling
exploration of the evolving relationship between humanity and technology. This novel creates a
nuanced tapestry that invites readers to question and re-evaluate their understanding of the concept
of ‘natural’ in a society progressively dominated by technological advancements.

The central theme of the intersection between artificial intelligence and nature is a focal point
of Ishiguro’s narrative, prompting an in-depth analysis of how these seemingly disparate elements
coalesce. Through the character of Klara, an artificial friend powered by solar energy, Ishiguro
introduces a unique perspective that challenges traditional dichotomies. Klara’s existence is
intricately linked to the Sun, serving not only as a source of energy but also as a metaphorical
symbol that extends beyond her artificial nature.

The Sun’s symbolic role in the narrative becomes a crucial aspect of Ishiguro’s exploration.
It functions not only as a life-giving force for Klara but also as a broader commentary on the
societal disconnect from the natural world. The Sun, in this context, represents a metaphorical
bridge between the artificial and the natural, emphasizing the profound impact of technological
evolution on our perceptions of what is ‘natural’ or ‘artificial’.

This article seeks to dissect Ishiguro’s narrative choices, delving into the symbolic layers
embedded in the role of the Sun. By scrutinizing the text, we aim to unravel the implications of
this intersection for our understanding of artificial intelligence and its environmental implications.
Ishiguro’s intricate storytelling and thematic exploration invite readers to reflect on the ethical
dimensions of technological progress, societal consequences, and the blurred boundaries between
the artificial and the natural in the contemporary landscape.

Ultimately, Klara and the Sun becomes a literary canvas where Ishiguro paints a thought-
provoking picture of a world where artificial intelligence and nature coexist, challenging readers
to reconsider established notions and fostering a deeper awareness of the intricate relationship
between humanity, technology, and the environment. Through this exploration, Ishiguro engages
his audience in a reflective journey, urging them to question the very essence of what is considered
‘natural’ in the face of advancing technology.

In Kazuo Ishiguro’s Klara and the Sun, the intersection of artificial intelligence and nature takes
on a distinctive significance when viewed through the lens of postmodernism. The novel, situated
in a world where technology and nature coalesce in intricate ways, serves as a poignant exploration
of the postmodern condition, challenging conventional narratives and inviting readers to question
established dichotomies.

From a postmodern perspective, Ishiguro’s narrative disrupts traditional notions of reality and
identity. The character of Klara, as an artificial friend powered by solar energy, embodies a fusion
of the artificial and the natural. This blending of boundaries is a hallmark of postmodern thought,
rejecting rigid classifications and embracing the idea that distinctions between the ‘natural’ and the
‘artificial’ are increasingly blurred.

The symbolic role of the Sun in the novel gains additional depth when considered within a
postmodern framework. It transcends its literal function as Klara’s energy source and becomes
a metaphor for societal disconnection from the natural world. In a postmodern context, the Sun
becomes a symbol laden with multiple meanings, resisting a fixed interpretation and encouraging
readers to engage in a multiplicity of perspectives.

Furthermore, Klara’s character challenges the grand narratives often associated with artificial
intelligence in mainstream discourse. In a postmodern world characterized by skepticism toward
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overarching truths, Klara’s existence as a solar-powered artificial being prompts readers to question
preconceived notions about the role of technology in defining what is ‘natural’ or ‘authentic’.
The novel, in essence, invites readers to embrace a plurality of interpretations and to navigate the
complexities of the postmodern landscape.

The exploration of artificial intelligence and nature in Klaraand the Sun can be seen as a
deconstruction of prevailing narratives, a hallmark of postmodernism. Ishiguro prompts readers
to reconsider their understanding of reality, authenticity, and the impact of technological progress
on human relationships with the environment. In doing so, the novel challenges the notion of a
singular, objective truth and encourages a more nuanced, subjective interpretation of the complex
relationship between artificial intelligence and nature in our postmodern world.

In the novel Klara and the Sun, the Sun emerges as a vital source of Klara’s innate strength,
propelling her forward in her artificial existence. Klara’s profound connection to the sun is not merely
symbolic; it becomes the driving force that influences her thoughts, feelings, and daily activities.
The sun takes on an almost authoritative role over Klara, influencing her actions and seemingly
possessing her essence. In the novel, the Sun assumes a god-like significance, symbolizing both
humanity’s detachment from the natural world and the emotional resilience derived from faith in
something transcendent.

Given Klara’s solar-powered nature, the Sun becomes a nurturing force for her sustenance. Its
absence renders Klara lethargic, emphasizing the profound impact of this celestial entity on her
artificial existence. Klara, in her reverence for the Sun, tends to attribute significant influence to
it, even going so far as to believe in its healing powers. This belief becomes evident when she
attributes Beggar Man’s recovery to the Sun, showcasing her tendency to attribute divine qualities
to this celestial body.

Klara’s rituals and acts of worship further emphasize the Sun’s god-like stature in her perspective.
By treating specific locations, like Mr. Mc Bain’s barn, as sacred sites where the Sun sets, Klara
establishes a connection with the divine. Her efforts to communicate with the Sun, treating it as a
deity capable of understanding her thoughts, add layers to her perception of this celestial force.

Moreover, the novel suggests that the Sun’s influence extends beyond Klara’s beliefs, as
witnessed in Josie’s miraculous recovery on a bright morning following Klara’s plea to spare her.
This episode underscores the Sun’s role as a catalyst for positive change in the story, emphasizing
the novel’s broader theme of humanity’s growing disconnection from the natural world.

“When we were new, Rosa and I were mid-store, on the magazines table side, and could see
through more than half of the window. So, we were able to watch the outside—the office workers
hurrying by, the taxis, the runners, the tourists, Beggar Man and his dog, the lower part of the RPO
building”. (Ishiguro,3)

The narrative unfolds through the perspective of Klara, an artificial companion powered by
solar energy, who not only serves as the protagonist but also takes on the role of narrator. In
this futuristic world depicted in the book, artificial friends are introduced as a form of artificial
intelligence designed to function as companions and caretakers for children. Their primary mission
revolves around providing companionship to children until they reach adulthood. Despite their
intelligence and capabilities, their ultimate fate is described as a ‘slow fade’ when their batteries
inevitably deplete.

“The next morning, the grid went up and it was a most splendid day. The Sun was pouring his
nourishment onto the street and into the buildings, and when I looked over to the spot where Beggar
Man and the dog had died, I saw they weren’t dead at all—that a special kind of nourishment from
the Sun had saved them”. (37)
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The significance of the book’s title becomes apparent as Klara endeavours to prevent Josie, the
teenager she accompanies, from succumbing to an untimely demise within the limitations of her
knowledge and resources. The sun, portrayed as a life-giving pagan deity for these artificial friends
due to their reliance on solar power, plays a critical role in sustaining their energy and vitality. The
narrative vividly paints a portrait of a potentially not-too-distant future where Artificial Friends
(AFs) are deployed to alleviate the profound loneliness experienced by children and teenagers in
the modern world.

Each AF is crafted with a unique personality tailored to meet the specific needs of the adolescent
they accompany. This diversity in functions leads to varying perceptions of AFs — from practical
tools, enjoyable toys, or distinctive artificial pets to those assuming more profound and emotionally
significant roles akin to enduring human relationships. Klara, the narrator, falls into the latter
category, distinguished by her superior observational skills. During a sales pitch at the AF store,
the manager emphasizes the distinct qualities of AFs, showcasing their ability to take on roles
that encompass reciprocal responsibilities and emotional depth, transcending the conventional
boundaries of artificial companionship.

“Klara has so many unique qualities, we could be here all morning. But if I had to emphasize
just one, well, it would have to be her appetite for observing and learning. Her ability to absorb
and blend everything she sees around her is quite amazing. As a result, she now has the most
sophisticated understanding of any AF in this store, B3s not excepted”. (42)

The above quotation suggests that Klara, belonging to the B2 series of Artificial Friends (AFs),
exhibits a level of analytical prowess equal to or even surpassing a more advanced series like the
B3, which primarily functions as a camcorder. Unlike the B3 series, Klara demonstrates the ability
to analyse and comprehend complex realities. As she explores both her external surroundings and
inner thoughts, Klara engages in inductive reasoning by drawing conclusions from her observations
and employs deductive thinking by reflecting on prior knowledge. Remarkably, she can generate
plausible explanations even when faced with incomplete details.

Contrary to starting with a blank slate, Klara seems to possess a substantial vocabulary, allowing
her to establish meaningful connections between words and occurrences essential for articulating
her experiences in coherent sentences. Furthermore, consistent with her role as an AF, Klara’s
exceptional observational skills aptly capture the subtle nuances of human social interactions.
Interestingly, she interprets these social dynamics and events with a depth that may not be
immediately evident to external observers, showcasing her ability to perceive and understand the
intricacies of human behaviour and relationships.

The central character of the novel, Klara aligns with the human inclination to trust in science, but
her distinct viewpoint revolves around a profound faith in the Sun. To become an Artificial Friend
for a teenager, Klara, a solar-powered robot, needs to be selected. While eagerly awaiting her
chance in a store, Klara acknowledges the central importance of the Sun and its role in providing
sustenance as, “the big thing, silently acknowledged by us all, was the Sun and his food” (11).
Although her primary mission is to bring joy to a privileged teen, Klara’s unwavering belief in the
Sun’s nourishing qualities and ‘special support’ underpins her thoughts and actions.

For instance, on a cloudy day, Klara initially assumes that Beggar Man and his dog have
succumbed to their fate. However, as the Sun reappears, and she observes their revived movements,
she interprets it as the Sun providing a distinct form of sustenance. Similarly, witnessing the
happiness of Coffee Cup Woman and her friend in the Sun’s glow reinforces Klara’s conviction
that the Sun possesses a deity-like ability to distinguish between good and bad.

Motivated by her desire to bring happiness to Josie and her faith in the Sun, Klara endeavours to
keep Josie alive for Chrissie. Amid Josie’s deteriorating health, Chrissie takes proactive measures,
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including purchasing a lifelike sculpture and planning regular doctor visits, while Klara pleads
and bargains with the Sun. To secure the Sun’s ‘special assistance’ for Josie, Klara even pledges
to break into a Pollution machine. Josie’s subsequent recovery coincides with Klara successfully
disabling the pollution generator, reinforcing Klara’s belief in the efficacy of her actions and the
Sun’s favour.

Reflecting on her experiences, Klara perceives the Sun as a benevolent entity, treating her
kindly since their initial encounter. Notably, Klara observes that the Sun was ‘extra nice’ during
her time with Josie, emphasizing the intertwined nature of her relationship with the Sun and her
human companion. This captures the nuanced ways in which Klara interacts with the natural world,
showcasing the interplay between her programmed perceptions and the real-world experiences that
shape her understanding. It marks a pivotal moment in Klara’s character development, underscoring
the significant role of her connection with both the Sun and Josie in shaping her worldview.

Kazuo Ishiguro’s Klara and the Sun emerges as a captivating and thought-provoking exploration
at the juncture of artificial intelligence and nature. Ishiguro, a master storyteller, skillfully weaves
a narrative that not only entertains but also invites readers to reflect on the profound implications
of technological advancements on our understanding of the human experience.

At the heart of this exploration is the character of Klara, an artificial friend powered by solar
energy. Klara’s existence serves as a symbolic bridge between the artificial and the natural,
challenging established dichotomies. Ishiguro prompts readers to reassess their preconceived
notions about the boundaries between the ‘natural’ and the “artificial’, inviting them to contemplate
the evolving relationship between humanity and technology.

The Sun, as a recurring and symbolic element in the narrative, takes on multifaceted roles.
It represents not only a source of energy for Klara but also a metaphor for societal detachment
from the natural world. Ishiguro utilizes the Sun to comment on the complex interplay between
technological progress and humanity’s connection with nature. This interplay becomes a lens
through which readers can examine their own relationship with the rapidly advancing landscape of
artificial intelligence.

As the narrative unfolds, Ishiguro challenges readers to grapple with the ethical and existential
implications of artificial intelligence. Klara’s unique perspective, coupled with her solar-
powered nature, serves as a vehicle for exploring the impact of technology on our understanding
of authenticity and what it means to be ‘natural’. The novel thus contributes significantly to the
ongoing discourse on the ethical dimensions of artificial intelligence, prompting readers to consider
the potential consequences of our increasing reliance on technology.

In a literary landscape that continues to evolve alongside technological progress, Ishiguro’s
work stands as a testament to the power of storytelling to delve into complex societal issues. Klara
and the Sun is not merely a novel but a contribution to the broader conversation on the intricate
relationship between humanity, technology, and the natural world. Through the lens of fiction,
Ishiguro invites readers to navigate the ethical nuances of artificial intelligence, fostering a deeper
awareness of its implications in our contemporary society.
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