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Abstract

In the new age and the conflict of competition between societies, the superiority of countries de-
pends on the extent to which they benefit from modern science and knowledge, and ultimately the
scientific effort and technology that generates creative and efficient human resources as the main
factor Finding development. Higher education represents an important type of investment in human
resources and contributes to sustainable development by providing and promoting the knowledge,
skills and attitudes needed by learners. Higher education promotes knowledge and new research
and scientific advances. And this new knowledge owes much to human creative thinking. Therefore,
creativity is one of the most important and pervasive human activities. Higher education as a man-
ifestation of the culture of any society has a great role in the dynamism and creativity of learners.
Looking at the events of the last hundred years in Afghanistan, we will know that what should have
been considered in the educational centers has not been observed. A severe blow has been dealt
with the various economic, social, political and cultural sectors of Afghanistan. The purpose of this
article is to introduce creativity in higher education and examine its role in sustainable develop-
ment to raise the attitude of educators. Because the key to cultural education, which is the key to the
development and progress of society, must be found in the hands of novice and innovative teachers
who believe in different creative teaching patterns.

Keywords: Creativity, Higher education, Sustainable development, Culture, Educational
strategies, Afghanistan

Introduction

Undoubtedly, universities will be the main players in the third millennium,
with new ideas and thoughts injecting new force into the vital arteries of society
at all times; in other words, the best places to address and theorize ideas, Are
universities; Higher education centers can contribute to the economic, social,
cultural and political development of countries. Universities in Afghanistan play
a key role in sustainable development and balancing the various dimensions
of development. In this post-industrial era, creativity is not only a necessity
but also a condition for survival. Despite the important and pervasive nature
of creativity, education researchers have seldom considered it. Development
is a set of changes that cause a social system of certain living conditions to
be undesirable. Move towards better conditions. The issue of creativity and
innovation has recently attracted the attention of many thinkers and officials
of different societies, especially developing societies. The replacement of
a static education system with an education system Dynamic and creative,
which is based on childbirth, has received special attention. The effects of
higher education in Afghanistan can be divided into three categories; Study
effectiveness, cognitive effect, and innovation. Effectiveness enables human
resources to perform their duties with more quantity and quality.
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The cognitive effect is to make and make a
decision; the effect of innovation is the third effect
expected to be provided through higher education.
The innovators of today’s world are often brought
up in academic settings. Given what has been said,
the purpose of writing this article is to explain the
role of higher education in fostering creativity and,
thus sustainable development, and that the element
of culture has played a key role.

The Concept of Development and Sustainable
Development

The word development entered the English
language in the seventeenth century and was first
used by biologists instead of the organic process.
The term development has been around for almost
the second half of the twentieth century. From an
economic point of view, development means the
national economic ability to create and maintain the
annual growth of GDP. And in its parameters such
as per capita income, industrial production, etc. are
considered as determining factors. Development was
defined as the growth of the social system as a whole,
in harmony with the basic needs of individuals and
social groups within society, and the transformation
ofthe unfavorable situation of the past into a desirable
situation. Hence, the development includes all factors
affecting the improvement of living conditions,
i.e. economic, social, cultural and political factors.
Today, the focus of development is on culture,
information and the development of capabilities.
In other words, development is a movement
towards a state of value that may be achieved in
a social structure. In the approach of sustainable
development and giving importance to quantitative
economic variables, the quality aspects of human life
are also considered. For example, we can refer to the
indicators of sustainable development (education,
employment, social structure, etc.) introduced by the
United Nations.

Definition of Creativity

Numerous definitions of creativity have been
offered by scientists; for example: Tony Bazan called
creativity “reaching new ideas to solve problems,
using the power of the mind and physical powers
to address a multitude of ideas and behaviors.” Has

defined. “The ability to solve problems in a way that
one has never learned to solve before,” Weisberg
and Weir said in defining creativity. Kraft defines
creativity as “an imaginative activity to produce
results that are both pure and original and valuable.”
“Creativity is the ability to generate new and
innovative ideas, theories, insights, or phenomena
and to reconstruct them in science and other
fields that are valued scientifically, aesthetically,
technologically, and socially,” says Vernon.

The Importance and Necessity of Fostering

creativity in Higher Education

The superiority of a country depends more on
how it benefits from science and technology and on
the dynamism of its higher education system than on
natural resources or existing industrial capacities.
Higher Education in all developing countries faces
two major challenges:

1. Underdevelopment “means illiteracy, poverty,
disease, malnutrition and unemployment, and the
task of higher education is to guide and nurture
graduates for socio-economic development.”

2. Globalization “means the interdependence of
countries and competition.”The task of higher
education here is to prepare graduates to deal
with the ill effects of globalization and to enable
them to compete with their opponents.”

The only way to face these two challenges is to
acquire new teaching methods, use them and pay real
attention to fostering creativity in higher education,
which is the main path to sustainable development.
The results of Alan Chuck’s research are mentioned
about creating a creative attitude in graduates; During
his research, he found that with special planning, it is
possible to change the attitude of graduates towards
school, creative processing and self-confidence. The
results of this research are in line with the results
of Midor research. Researchers in the evolutionary
and social psychology of creativity have questioned
how this ability manifests itself during adulthood.
Based on his knowledge of the environment in
biology, Hallington expresses his social theory of
creativity: Just as in an ecosystem, living things are
related to each other and their ecosystem, so in the
creative ecosystem, all members and aspects of the
environment They are interacting. Higher education
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institutions have a unique freedom to develop new
ideas and comment on society and contribute to
the creation of new knowledge. Universities must
develop in their student’s competencies that enable
them to deal with uncertain circumstances, situations
with uncertainty and contradictions, or at least with
anomalies, values, and divergent interests.

The Role of Culture in Promoting Creativity and
Sustainable Development

One of the important dimensions of sustainable
development is the fertility of the culture that governs
society because the precondition for any development
is cultural development. The impact of socio-cultural
climate on creativity is such that researchers believe
that newly independent societies independent of
foreign colonization, revolutions, wars and national
upheaval can have positive and negative effects on
creativity in any society. This finding is consistent
with a set of experimental results. Higher education

as a manifestation of the culture of any society has a

great role in the creative dynamics of its learners.

Development in all its dimensions is strongly

influenced by cultural beliefs. Therefore, we can
understand the importance of cultural education in
the education system, which is the most important
strategic device to achieve the desired cultural status.
In the current education system, direct teaching
methods (often lecture methods) are common.
These methods involve the inactivity of learners in
the teaching-learning process and follow a set of
undesirable cultural characteristics suchas submission
and submission to the existing conditions, lack of
desire and diligence to learn and learn and share with
others in solving social problems. Therefore, to deal
with such situations, it seems necessary to choose the
appropriate educational strategies:

1. Flexibility: Due to the uniqueness of each
learner, to adapt their educational methods with
their knowledge of the learner and his social and
cultural conditions.

2. Mental exploration: Instead of giving a lot of
information to the learner, they should be guided
to search for information. Leaving learners free
to comment and express ideas can be a good
exercise for mental exploration and ideation.

3. Pay attention to the quality of thinking: The
best and most creative thought and the solution
is not achieved quickly, and in many cases,
requires thinking with reflection instead of
instant thinking. As a result, they do not expect
the learner to answer the question very quickly,
without thinking and considering its various
aspects.

4. Paying attention to the quality of learning:
While emphasizing the importance of the
information learned, special emphasis should
be placed on the quality of learning, especially
multidisciplinary learning, so that learners pay
attention to macro perspectives and their own
views and analysis.

The Role of Higher Education in Promeoting
Creativity and Sustainable Development

The higher education system has an essential role
in sustainable development and creating a balance
between different dimensions of development.
Principled investment in this sector is the creation
of facilities and facilities for future generations
and the right action for the scientific development
of the country. In parallel with this investment,
the reasonable expectation of society from the
higher education system is to play a principled
and effective role in the structure of sustainable
development. What needs to be considered here is
whether education affects creativity. To answer this
question, we refer to Piaget’s point that whenever
we teach something to a child, we prevent him from
discovering or inventing it himself.

Creative education plays a thirsty role, not a
watering one! Such education takes the mind out
of balance to achieve balance through the principle
of equilibrium. In other words, the end of science
is the design of ambiguous situations, problem-
solving, ignorance, confrontation with the unknown,
imbalance of mind, etc. The power of creativity,
invention, discovery, exploration and research
appears in the individual. The learner must face
the problem directly and explore the relationships,
processes, and analyzes. Supporting this educational
method at the level of secondary education and
university and then at the level of the open society,
allows for creativity and self-realization.

http://www.shanlaxjournals.com

53



e SHANLAX

. ¥ International Journal of Education

The higher education system in Afghanistan needs

a fundamental change, but before any change, there
must be a fundamental change in the attitude towards
higher education. In other words, universities should
not be seen as degree-producing institutions but as
institutions that produce science and innovation in
technology and creativity. Creativity encompasses
various dimensions, including physical condition,
emotional relationships  between individuals,
scientific and educational facilities, the motivation
of teachers, design of classroom space such as sitting
style, etc. Classroom atmosphere, teacher teaching
method, student motivation and research spirit are
very important factors in creativity and as a result,
the production of thought and science. Undoubtedly,
teachers play an important role in fostering and
creating creativity in learners. Therefore, the
following is recommended to teachers and curriculum
planners in higher education institutions:

1. Paying attention to individual differences:
Since some people have instant thinking and
others have contemplative thinking, teachers
should pay special attention to the individual
differences of their students in different fields of
upbringing and education.

2. The combined use of divergent thinking and
convergent thinking: Teachers who allow
creative thinking to occur to the learner use
divergent thinking called creative thinking or
horizontal thinking, along with convergent
thinking. In convergent thinking, the mind
chooses one of several solutions. But in
divergent thinking, as opposed to convergent
thinking, the mind is concerned with seeking all
possible solutions to a problem.

3. Using the method of free and reciprocal
discussion: Teachers who allow learners to
express creative thinking use their spontaneous
words and free and reciprocal and non-formal
dialogue a lot.

4. Using the active teaching method: Teachers
who allow learners to express creative thinking
emphasize the correct use of comprehensive
sensory-analytical mechanisms in learning.

5. Using the brainstorming method: Teachers
who allow learners to develop creative thinking
use the brainstorming method to increase the

flexibility and fluidity of the mind to generate
more and, at the same time, new ideas.

6. Use of direct experiences: Teachers who allow
learners to express creative thinking while
sensitizing learners to environmental stimuli
provide them with the right conditions to
manipulate objects, experiment and experiment
directly.

Conclusion

In Afghanistan, universities play an important
role in training the specialized and needed personnel
of the country; On this principle, comprehensive and
profound changes in the higher education system
and the selection of effective programs will be the
key to the survival and development of the country.
Given that educators, as an essential element of
the educational system, have an essential role in
fostering creativity, it is appropriate that educational
planners, implementers, and policy makers pay
special attention to their selection and preparation.
Despite the close and effective relationship between
the higher education system and the quality of
sustainable development, less research has been done
in this field. Therefore, the key to cultural education,
which is the key to the development, progress, and
development of society, must be found in novice
and innovative teachers who believe in the use of
different teaching models. To this end, adopting
sensible strategies and proper investment in human
resource training will lead to an increase in skilled
labor, with higher education, as well as an increase
in researchers and entrepreneurs.
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