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Abstract
In  the light of what  we owe to Nature, with lot of regards and gratitude, the  paper makes an  
attempt to explore and examine how Nature has been treated, described and presented in all 
its entirety by two great poets of two different periods of time- One is William Wordsworth, an 
English poet, a Romantic poet of the Nineteenth century, ever remembered as a poet of nature, 
and another one is a  20th century Kannada poet, revered with an honour ‘Rashtrakavi’(National 
Poet)  popularly known as Kuvempu, Kuppalli Venkatappa Puttappa. Based on the secondary data 
collected through books, related review of articles, magazines, Internet and Govt. websites, the 
paper highlights with illustration how nature is seen and described in the select poems of these 
respective poets. 
Keywords: Explore, Entirety, Illustration, Respective, Related…etc.

Objectives
The objective of this paper is
1.  To study and analyze the similarities in the portrayal of the different facets 

of the scenic beauty of nature by two great poets of two different periods of 
time in their select poems.

2. 	To	discuss	and	reflect	upon	how	both	the	poets	have	been	influenced	by	
Nature.

3.  To appreciate the care and concern expressed in their respective poetry 
about the importance of Nature.

4. 	To	consider	the	educative	value	of	the	significance	of	the	message	about	
the need to preserve and protect Nature for the good of the posterity.

Introduction
 Can human beings ever afford to forget the importance of Nature for the 
survival of all living beings?
 Can we think of our existence, this world without Nature? Nature is the Key 
to the survival of us all. It has been experienced from the time immemorial, 
time and again, how human beings look upon nature and understand the role 
of nature in our lives. Many great writers have sung the blessings of nature in 
their	writings,	thereby,	have	not	only	enriched	the	field	of	literature	but	also	
have created awareness, have educated about the need to protect and preserve 
the gift of nature from being disturbed, harmed only for the good of all living 
beings.
 According to Aristotle, “In all things of Nature, there is something of the 
marvelous.”
Join Muir says-
 “In every walk in with nature One receives far more than he seeks.”
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 William Morris describes with conviction 
“Where ever nature works, there will be beauty”. 
Henry David Thoreau expresses with gratitude the 
influence	nature	had	on	him-

“I took a walk in the woods,
and came out taller than the trees.”

 There is A.D. Williams, whose regard for nature 
has been expressed in the following lines – 

“Take A Quiet Walk with Mother Nature.
It will Nurture YOUR Mind, Body, & Soul”

 All the above writers and many more have seen 
nature in keeping with their experience, in association 
with nature, have empathized, sympathized with 
nature, have developed bond with nature, have been 
inspired,	 influenced	by	nature,	and	as	beneficiaries,	
they give expression to their love and respect towards 
nature with admiration and adoration.   
 As said before, the present paper makes an 
attempt to draw our attention to the depiction of 
the beauty of Nature in the select poems written by 
William Wordsworth and Kuvempu.
 William Wordsworth (1770-1850), one of the 
founders of English Romanticism, A Poet Laureate 
of the United Kingdom, a representative poet of 
the early nineteenth century is ever remembered 
as a poet of nature. Hailing from the Lake district 
in London, known for its scenic beauty, decked 
with	 hills,	 valleys,	 rivers,	 housing	 versatile	 flora	
and fauna, covered with greenery and multiple 
hues	 definitely	 must	 have	 had	 a	 great	 influence	
in the making of Wordsworth as a poet of nature. 
Hence, a rich description of nature in the poetry of 
Wordsworth. A number of poets before and during 
his period of time have written about nature, have 
described the beauty of nature, have used nature as 
a back ground for their poetry, many have described 
the external beauty of nature.  The purpose of this 
paper is also to highlight how of the English poets 
of the nineteenth century, its Wordsworth and only 
Words worth who presents nature in a unique way, 
an approach which no other writer had ever had until 
then. Nature inspired William Blake, Cowper, Burns 
and many other poets before Wordsworth, and even 
his own contemporaries Byron, Shelley and Keats 
were great lovers of nature. To Milton, Nature was 
a glorious spectacle, To Wordsworth, it was a living 
power. Nature was not mere physical loveliness, 

but a revelation of God to him. He was an admirer, 
adorer and worshipper of Nature.
 Kuvempu, who belongs to the Navodaya period 
of Kannada literature, began his literary work in 
English and later shifted to Kannada. For his major 
contribution ‘Sri Ramayana Darshanam’ Which 
is described as a complex reinterpretation of the 
characters of Valmiki Ramayana was honoured 
with the highest literary award-Jnanapitha Award. 
Besides Jnanapitha award, Kuvempu has been 
honoured with Padma Bhushan, Padma Vibhushan, 
Sahitya Academy Award and Karnataka Ratna 
Award for having rendered a great service with his 
rich	contributions	to	the	field	of	Kannada	Literature.
 Born and brought up in the lap of nature at 
Kuppalli, Kuvempu was a lover of nature from his 
childhood itself. The serene Malenadu with its green 
surroundings, hills, valleys and rivers near Theertha 
halli in Shimoga district in Karnataka, must have had 
a	 great	 influence	 on	 him.	 It	 is	 also	 true	 that	 in	 his	
early college days Kuvempu had an opportunity to 
read the works of William words worth, Milton along 
with the selected lectures of Swami Vivekananda 
and Rabindranath Tagore’s Gitanjali. However, 
it cannot be denied here that he had a high regard 
for Words worth who left an indelible impression 
upon him as a poet of nature.  Having been greatly 
inspired	 and	 influenced	by	Words	worth	Kuvempu	
pays a respectful and affectionate tribute to him in 
the poem entitled- ªÀqÀìðªÀvÀð PÀ«UÉ (22-07-1932 from 
his collection of poems - Krithike)      
 “DAUÀè PÀ«UÀ¼À° ¤Ã£É£ÉßzÉAiÀÄ ¸É¼ÉÉzÀAvÉ
 G°zÀªÀgÀÄ ¸É¼É¢®è ......” (PÀªÀ£À ¸ÀAPÀ®£À-“PÀÈwÛP”É).  
 The meaning of which is- No other English poet 
has inspired me so much as you have done” To him, 
Words worth is------
 “ªÀ£ÀzÀ ¥ÀQëAiÀÄÄ ºÁr

¥ÀæPÀÈw ¸ÀA¸ÀUÀðzÀ° ¢ªÀå¨sÁªÀªÀÅ ªÀÄÆr

DvÀäªÀÅ «gÁlzÀ°è ¤AvÀÄ «ºÀj¸ÀÄªÀAvÉ

ªÀiÁqÀÄªÀÅzÀÄPÁªÀå ¤£ÀßªÁtÂAiÀÄ jÃw CAvÀºÀÄzÀÄ”

 Like Wordsworth, Kuvempu is also an admirer, 
adorer and worshipper of nature. Some of the nature 
poems of Kuvempu where he describes and admires 
nature and where he expresses with joy how he feels 
in the presence of nature and what he owes to nature, 
he	 definitely	 reminds	 us	 of	 Wordsworth’s	 nature	
poetry. 
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 It is true that Nature comes to occupy in 
Wordsworth’s poetry a separate or independent 
status and he does not treat it in a casual manner. His 
love for nature was truer and more tender than any 
other English poet irrespective of the period of time 
they belonged to.. He had a full pledged philosophy 
or original view of nature. In his poem Tintern Abbey 
he declares that he is a ‘Worshipper of Nature’ and in 
Nature, he sees-
 “The Anchor of my purest thoughts, the nurse, 
the guide, the guardian of my heart and soul 
 Of all my moral being.”
	 Kuvempu	identifies	himself	as	a	poet	of	nature.	
In one of his poems with the title ‘UÉÆ®è£À ©£Àßº’ he 
announces-

“PÁr£À PÉÆ¼À°zÀÄ, PÁqÀ PÀ«AiÀÄ£ÀÄ

£Ár£À d£ÀgÉÆ°zÁ°¥ÀÅzÀÄ......”

¹j d£À zÉÃ«AiÀÄ ¨ÉÆPÀÌ¸À¢AzÀ

PÀzÀÝªÀÅ PÉ®«ªÀÅ ºÁqÀÄUÀ¼ÀÄ

¸ÀÄAzÀgÀ IÄvÀÄUÀ¼À ¹jUÉÊ¬ÄAzÀ

¸ÀÄ°zÀªÀÅ PÉ®«ªÀÅ ºÁqÀÄUÀ¼ÀÄ.

 
 Overwhelmned by the rich resourcefulness of 
nature passionate Kuvempu addresses nature in all 
its myriad beautiful forms as follows-  

§£ÀUÀ¼É, VjUÀ¼É, ºÉÆ¼ÉUÀ¼É vÉÆgÉUÀ¼É

PÉgÉUÀ¼É ºÉÆ®UÀ¼É vÉÆÃlUÀ¼É

vÁAiÉÄ vÀÄAUÉAiÉÄ, ¹jªÀÄ¯É£Ár£À

¥ÀZÉÑAiÀÄ ºÀ¸ÀÄj£À £ÉÆÃlUÀ¼É.........

 As he continues to explore, there is a confession 
with the realization in the following lines:

“¹j ªÀÄ¯É£Ár£À ¹jªÀÄr°AzÀ
PÀªÀ£ÀUÀ½vÀ£ÀÄ £ÉÃ¬ÄÝºÀ£ÀÄ”

 The beauty of nature vivid, versatile exert such 
an	 indelible	 influence	 upon	 one’s	 mind	 that	 they	
can be recollected, revived, relived and meditated 
upon in times of need, when one is let down by 
the feelings of loneliness, depression, weariness, 
and all the trials and tribulations of life. Sweet 
memories associated with the beautiful scenes of 
nature will have a cathartic effect on one’s mind. 
Both Wordsworth and Kuvempu treated nature as an 
entity, endowed with life and vitality, full of feelings 
and consciousness. Wordsworth worshipped Nature, 
for he saw the presence of the indwelling spirit of the 
Supreme Being in all the objects of Nature. It was his 

conviction that all forms and phenomena around   us 
were nothing but the manifestations of the Supreme 
Being. But this mystical or spiritual attitude of 
Wordsworth	towards	nature	has	three	stages.	At	first,	
his love for Nature was like that of a child, that he 
sought joy in the freshness and the external beauty of 
Nature.  In its next stage, his love for Nature was like 
a young man’s passion for his ladylove and in the 
next	and	final	stage	Wordsworth	came	to	knowabout	
the	 spiritual	 and	human	 significance	of	Nature.	He	
realized that the Spirit of God was permeating the 
objects of Nature and the human beings made of 
flesh	and	blood.	This	belief	of	Wordsworth	has	been	
termed as ‘Mystic Pantheism’ where he sees Nature 
as the dwelling place of God.  Wordsworth gives 
expression to this faith in the following lines of the 
poem Tintern Abbey:

“ ….. And I have felt
A presence that disturbs me with joy
Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime
Of something far more deeply interfused
Whose dwelling is the light of setting Sun
And the round ocean and the living air
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man:
A motion and a spirit, that impels
All thinking things, all objects of all thought,
And rolls through all things.

 As one explores the nature Poetry of Kuvempu, 
one	would	not	fail	to	observe	that	at	first,	Kuvempu	
identifies	 himself	 with	 Nature,	 he	 too	 attributes	
human qualities to Nature, as he experiences with 
enlightenment;

¸ÀA¥ÀÅUÉAiÀÄ ªÀÄgÀ

AiÀiÁgÉÆÃ CqÀVºÀj°è ¸ÀA¥ÀÅUÉAiÀÄ ªÀÄgÀzÀ°è

£À£ÀßAvÉ ZÉåvÀ£ÀåªÀÅ¼ÀîªÀgÀÄ

£À£ÀßAvÉ ¨É¼ÀQ£À° £À°zÁr ¨Á¼ÀÄªÀgÀÄ.

£À¯ÉäAiÀÄ° £À£ÀßAvÉ »UÀÄÎªÀgÀÄ C¼À°£À° PÀÄUÀÄÎªÀgÀÄ

¸ÀÈ¶Ö ¸ËAzÀAiÀÄðzÀ° £À£ÀßAvÉ vÉ®ÄªÀgÀÄ

£À£ÀßAvÉ aAw¥ÀgÀÄ £À£ÀßAvÉ ¸ÉÆUÀzÀ°è

PÀA§¤AiÀÄ ¸ÀÆ¸ÀÄªÀgÀÄ..........

 And the poet is awakened to this truth which 
Wordsworth did experience:

“¥ÀgÀªÀiÁvÀä£ÀAvÉ ¥Àj±ÀÄzÀÝªÁzÀ ¢ªÁåvÀä C°èºÀ£ÀÄ”

The poet’s devotion gets expressed in the poem in a 
vivid way:
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ªÉÆÃ»¸ÀÄªÀ ¸ÀAeÉ

vÀAUÁ½ ©Ã¸ÀÄwzÉ

PÉÆÃV¯ÉAiÀÄÄ PÀÆUÀÄwzÉ

¨ÉÊUÀÄUÉA¥ÀA§¢

gÀAf¹ºÀÄzÀÄ.........

wgÉAiÀÄ®èªÀA ¸ÀAeÉ

ªÉÆÃ»¹ºÀÄzÀÄ!

¤ÃgÀvÉAiÀÄA§Ä¢AiÀÄ°è

ªÀÄÄ¼ÀÄUÀÄ ¨Á ¨Á £ÉÆÃqÀÄ.

¥ÀgÀªÀiÁvÀä£ÀA ¨Á ºÉÆgÀUÉUÀÆqÀ©qÀÄ

¨Á, ¨ÉÃUÀ, ¨Á

	 Like	 Wordsworth,	 Kuvempu	 also	 deifies,	
becomes mystical, spiritualizes Nature. The 
deification	of	Nature	by	Wordsworth	was	a	unique	
approach to Nature which No other English poet had 
ever done before and it has been well appreciated 
But to the Indians, the mystical love of Nature of 
Kuvempu must have seemed to be quite natural as it 
is well known that many Indians are the worshippers 
of nature. The following poem by Kuvempu with a 
graphic beauty of Nature, full of rare imagery brings 
out his faith and passion in a unique style presents 
the poet as a true worshipper of Nature:    

F ©½ ªÀÄ¼À®gÁ²ªÀ£À ¥ÀtðªÁgÁ²,
£Àwð¸ÀÄvÀ ¥ÀæªÀ»¸ÀÄªÀ ¤Ã¯Á¨sÀd®gÁ²

¤Ã® ¤ÃgÀªÀ ±ÀPÀÄ£ÀzÀAwgÀÄªÀ DPÁ±À

K®èªÀÅ £À£ÀßzÀÈ¶ÖUÉDvÀäzÁªÉÃ±À

¨sÁªÀUÀ¼ÀÄ dqÀªÀ®è; ¸ÀÆÜ®ªÀ¸ÀÄÛUÀ¼À®è

ªÀÄÈvÀ ¤Ã¸ÀUÀðzÀ ZÉÃvÀ£À «»Ã£À ±ÀªÀªÀ®è,

F±ÀégÀ ±ÀjÃgÀzÀ° a£ÀäAiÀÄ ªÀÄºÁAUÀUÀ¼ÀÄ

§ÈºÀäzÀ ªÀÄºÁ avÀÛzÀ ±ÀgÀ¢üAiÀÄ vÀgÀAUÀUÀ¼ÀÄ

aAvÉUÀ¼Á £À£Àß ªÀÄ£ÀzÀ°, £À£Àß £ÁrAiÀÄ°

gÀPÀÛ§AzÀÄUÀ¼ÀÄ, £Á£ÀÄ £ÉgÉ¼ÉAiÀÄ ªÉÆqÀzÀ°
±Áé¸ÀªÁqÀÄªÀÅzÀÄ, CzÀÄ PÁgÀt¢ ¨Á®åzÀ°

ªÉÆzÀ¯ÉÆÎAqÀÄ £Á¤AzÀÄªÀgÉUÀÆ ¤vÀåzÀ°

¥ÀÈPÀÈwAiÀiÁgÁzsÀ£ÉAiÉÄ ¥ÀgÀªÀÄ£ÁgÁzsÀ£É

¥ÀÈPÀÈwAiÉÆ¯ÉäAiÀÄªÀÄÄQÛAiÀiÁ£ÀAzÀ ¸ÁzsÀ£É

JAzÀjvÀÄ GzÀAiÀiÁ¸ÀÛUÀ¼À°, ªÀ£ÀVjUÀ¼À° vÀAUÁ½AiÀÄ°
gÀÄzÀæªÀμÀðzÀ°, wAUÀ¼À°

G¼À ºÀ¸ÀÄgÀ ªÉÄÃ¯É «ÄgÀÄUÀÄªÀ »ªÀÄzÀ ªÀætÂUÀ¼ÀÄ

PÁeÁt, PÁªÀÄ½î, PÉÆÃV¯ÉAiÉÄ V½UÀ¼À°
ªÀiÁ£ÀªÀgÀ ¸ËAzÀAiÀÄð M®ÄªÉÄ £ÉÆºÀAUÀ¼À°

£À¤ßμÀÖ zÉÃªÀvÉAiÀÄ UÀ¨sÀðzÀUÀÄrAiÀÄ£ÀÄ PÀnÖ

vÀ°è£À£ÁVºÉ£ÀÄ ¥ÀÇeÉAiÀÄ°

(vÀÄAUÉ-PÀ¯Á¸ÀÄAzÀj)

.......¸ÀÈ¶ÖAiÀÄ°è ²ªÀ£À ¸À«zÀÄ ¥ÀÇeÉªÀiÁqÀÄªÀ (±ÀgÀzÀÈvÀÄ)

 Both Wordsworth and Kuvempu express their 
faith	in	the	healing	influence	of	nature	on	man.	It	is	
the beauteous forms of nature which relieve them of 
the worries involved in the stress ridden life of the 
mundane world. It is Nature and its beauteous forms 
which have always served as an eternal source of joy, 
helping them to overcome the unending bustle and 
anxieties of the world. In the poem Tintern Abbey,   
Wordsworth gives expression to what he owes to 
Nature-                                                             

“But oft, in lonely rooms and mid a din
Of towns and cities, I have owed to them,
In hours of weariness, sensations sweet,
…………..”
He further expresses his gratitude when he says
“Nor less I trust
To them I may have owed another gift’
Of an aspect more sublime; that blessed mood…”
In which the burden and weight of the mystery of 
this unintelligible world is lightened.

Kuvempu also voices the similar feelings in the 
following lines of the poem:

¸ÀAeÉVjAiÀÄ° ¸ÀAeÉ  (1935)

AiÀiÁªÀzÉÆgÉ £À£ÀUÉ ¸Àj

¸ÀéUÀðzÀ° PÀgÀÄ§ÄwºÀ¤AzÀÄ ¤£ÀßA £ÉÆÃr;

zsÉÃ£ÀÄ ¸ÀÄgÀvÀgÀÄ ¸ÀÄgÁAUÀ£ÉAiÀÄgÀA gÉÆÃqÁr, 
F ¤¸ÀUÀð²æÃUÉ ªÉÄÃuÁªÀ¸ÀUÀÎ¹j ªÉUÀÎ¼ÀA

£ÀUÀgÀzÉzÉ ¨ÉÃ¸Àj£À ¨ÉÆ¨ÉâUÁA ¨ÉÃ¸ÀvÀÄÛ

§A¢ºÉ£ÀÄ ¤£ÉßzÉUÉ N ¸ÀºÁå¢æ

ºÀ¹zÀ ²±ÀÄ vÁAiÉÄzÉUÉ ºÀÄqÀÄQ ºÀjªÀAvÉ ¸ÀAvÀ¸ÀUÉÆ½¸ÀÄ

¸ÀAvÀ«¸ÀÄ ±ÁAwAiÀÄ ¸ÀÄzsÉAiÀÄ vÀA¥À£ÉÆ¸É¢vÀÄÛ

 The Nature poetry of both Wordsworth and 
Kuvempu uphold their conviction that Nature has 
blessed them with the joy of elevated thoughts: a 
sublime sense interwoven with the setting Sun, the 
round ocean and the living air.
 Both of them recognize Nature as their guide, 
the guardian of their heart, and of all their moral 
being. They owe their natural cheerfulness to their 
communion with Nature. It is their faith that Nature 
never betrays the heart that loves. They have allowed 
themselves	to	be	guided	by	the	benign	influence	of	
Nature and hold that contemplation of Nature can 
lead one to the transcendental world.
 Another important discovery that Wordsworth 
and Kuvempu made in their quiet association 
with Nature was that she is a great teacher. It was 
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Wordsworth’s conviction that Nature is the educator 
of mind and senses alike. 
He says:

“She can so inform 
The mind that it is within us, so impress
With quietness and beauty
That neither evil tongues 
Rash	judgments,	nor	the	sneers	of	selfish	man
Shall ever prevail against us.”

 In one of his poems entitled Tables Turned, his 
urges friend to come out of the class room for he 
believed in the education of man by Nature. 

“Books! its dull and endless strife”
And he exhorts his friend –‘Let Nature be your 
teacher’ for
“One impulse from a vernal wood
May teach you more of man;
Of moral evil and of good, 
Than all the sages can”
Words worth went on to add that Nature cannot 
teach everybody and to learn lessons from Nature 
‘You must’ bring with you a heart
That watches and receives’.

 Both the poets uphold with adoration that by 
allowing	 oneself	 to	 come	 under	 the	 influence	 of	
Nature one would be blessed with wisdom, health, 
beauty, grace of body and calm of mind.
Kuvempu says:

“ªÉÆqÀUÀ¼À ¹jUÉA¥ÀÅ

¥ÀArvÀgÀ ¥ÁArvÀå

ªÉ®èªÀÄA ¨sÉÆÃ¢ü¥ÀÅzÀÄ

¸ÉÆ§V£À° ²ªÀ£ÉAzÀÄ ¸Áj¥ÀÅzÀÄ”.

In another poem entitled ‘Gagana Guru’ Kuvempu 
regards the sky as his’ Guru’ –his teacher and that is 
his experience.
 Both Wordswoth and Kuvempu discover that 
Nature is a great healer and soother. This was 
particularly the experience of Wordsworth when 
he was in the grip of a great spiritual crisis. In his 
youthful enthusiasm he had written

“Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive
But to be young was very heaven.”

 After the revolution he was disillusioned as 
nothing of that sort of change happened in the 
society. He was let down by the feelings of gloom 
and despair. All his dreams for the betterment of 
humanity were shattered. At this crucial time, it 

was	his	sister	Dorothy	directed	him	to	his	first	love-	
Nature.
He regrets-

“Every	flower	enjoys	the	air	it	breathes..
But what man has made of man!”

 His re discovery of the benevolence of nature had 
a	healing	influence	on	him	which	he	cherishes	with	
bliss-
 “Sweet is the lore which Nature brings” and this 
experience	restored	his	faith	in	himself	and	filled	him	
with the realization that there is an inexplicable bond 
among Nature, God and Man. 
 Both Worthworth and Kuvempu describe a very 
calm, tranquil and serene aspects of Nature. The very 
style with rich visual imagery and poetic diction will 
create	 such	 a	magical	 influence	 that	 they	 transport	
the readers to the world of nature enable them to 
visualize and enjoy the vibrant beauty of Nature in 
all its entirety. Nature red in tooth and claw is rarely 
described by them.
 In one of his poems on Nature Kuvempu 
describes: 

“¸ÀUÀÎzÀ ¨ÁV®Ä J®ÄèºÀÄzÀuÁÚ?

ºÀQÌAiÀÄ lÄ«éAiÉÆ¼ÀUÀ«wzÉAiÀÄuÁÚ

ºÀÄ«£À §tÚzÉÆ¼ÀqÀVzÉAiÀÄuÁÚ”.

 The poem MUNGAARU is a description of a 
rare beauty of tumultuous and roaring Nature.
 ‘Varsha Vaibhava’ is also a poem of this type 
where Kuvempu brings out the aggressive and 
violent side of Nature during rainy season.
 Kuvempu and Wordsworth seek happiness, 
find	 happiness	 in	 all	 the	 objects	 of	 Nature.	 To	
them, Nature is an eternal storehouse of wealth 
of beauty, happiness, and freedom. It’s the hills, 
valleys, rivers, birds, the Earth, the Sky, the Sun, 
the	moon,	flowers,….etc.	and	Nature	in	all	its	forms	
and	sounds	did	influence	them	and	instilled	in	them	
elevated  thoughts. Nature’s music has been imbibed 
and savoured in the song of the Cuckoo, its luring 
colour has its appeal in the dancing delightful golden 
Daffodils with its lasting impression on Wordsworth. 
Kuvempu observes ‘MAzÉÆAzÉ®j£À®Æ ºÀÈzÀAiÀÄ¢’.
 To Wordsworth, Cuckoo is a blithe new comer at 
the advent of the spring season, a wandering voice, 
brings to the poet a tale of visionary hours. Listening 
to the song of the cuckoo the poet grows nostalgic 
and remembers the golden time of his childhood. 
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Cuckoo is a voice, a mystery, a vision, a hope which 
transforms the mundane world in to a fairy place.
Kuvempu’s ‘PÉÆÃV¯É’ is 

‘ºÀÄ¯ÉèAiÀÄ vÉgÀzÀ° £À°AiÀÄÄvÀ ºÀ¹gÀ°
ªÉÄ®è£É d£ÀzÀ° §gÀÄªÁUÀ

PÀÆºÀÆ! PÀÆºÀÆ! ªÉÆÃºÀ¢ UÁ£À¢
        zÉÃºÀ¢ ¨Á®åªÀ¤Ã vÀgÀÄªÉ’ 
 To Kuvempu, Koel is a harbinger of heavenly 
joy singing a song of spring season bidding goodbye 
to autumn season: 

“vÉÆ®VvÀÄ ªÀiÁV, J£ÀÄßvÀ PÀÆV
§A¢vÀÄ ¸ÀÄVÎ J£ÀÄßvÀ »VÎ!”

 Like Wordsworth, Kuvempu pays tribute to Koel 
in the following lines:

“¯ÉÆÃPÀPÉ §A¢ºÀ £ÁPÀzÀ zÀÆvÀ£É
C©ü£ÀªÀ ªÀÄzsÀÄªÀ£À ªÉåtÂPÀ£É”

 Kuvempu never feels tired of singing, describing 
the beauty of Nature. The place he hails from 
replete with the source of heavenly beauty of nature 
continues	to	inspire		and	exert	its	soothing	influence		
at all the stages of his life that the poet,  blessed as he 
has been with the gift of poetic sensibility could not 
help but capture  Nature in his poems with humility, 
(Pakshikaashi and Navilu) which has been a great 
legacy to the nature lovers of  every generation who 
not only adore, and admire but also make it a point 
to visit Kavishaila  with gratitude, imbibing  and 
experiencing the blessings of beautiful Nature which 
Kuvempu has described in his poetry.
 Wordsworth regrets the attitude of the people 
of his times towards nature. He condemns the 
materialistic tendency of the people who were 
indifferent and had forgotten to appreciate the 
beauty of Nature for they were interested only in 
‘getting and spending’ He criticizes this attitude and 
says   ‘they have sold their hearts away to a sordid 
boon’. [The Sonnet-The World is too much With 
Us]  Wordsworth feels hurt to see how the people 
of his times seemed to have been out tune  with 
the delightful scenes of Nature. This is one of the 
reasons why Wordsworth becomes relevant to our 
times. During the 19th century economic prosperity 
made the people ignore Nature. Ironically, for 
the sake of economic prosperity people have been 
interfering with the ways of nature, have disturbed 
nature to the extent that the very survival of all living 
beings on this planet is at stake.  Man has become so 
callous and insensible towards Nature that we have 

created a sickly environment; disturbed ecosystem 
and our own survival is on the brink of disaster. A 
meaningful line from Wordsworth ‘s poem throws 
light on the what we have done to Nature. “Whither 
is	fled	that	gleam?”.		
 If Kuvempu were to be alive today, he would have 
raised his voice against the materialistic progress 
achieved at the cost of Nature. The lines which 
express Wordsworth’ s concern about the lost glory 
of Nature, speak volumes about the predicament 
of the present generation when globalization, 
liberalization, Mega power projects, dams, concrete 
jungles have posed threats to Nature, to the very 
survival of all living beings on this Earth. Hence the 
need to return to Nature.

Conclusion
 It’s really a matter of pride and pleasure to go 
through the Nature poetry of William Wordsworth 
and Kuvempu for their aesthetic, educative and 
reformative value They create awareness about 
the need of the hour – i.e. a change in our attitude 
towards Nature, that we need to protect, preserve 
and conserve Nature for our own good and for the 
good of the posterity. It is for this reason, the study 
(and the reading) of the Nature poetry of William 
Wordsworth	 and	 	Kuvempu	gains	 significance	 and	
relevance, they stand the test of time and place, 
become Universal and immortal. 
 It cannot be denied here that as long as we 
remember the importance of Nature for the survival 
of all of us, we keep paying tribute to Wordsworth and 
Kuvempu with gratitude for educating enlightening 
us about the importance of Nature through their 
poetry. 
 To sum up, what Ben Jonson has said about 
William Shakespeare can well be said of Wordsworth 
and Kuvempu. (With due apology)- “They are not of 
an age but of all times.” 
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