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Abstract

This article explores the integration of resilience considerations into English
Language Teaching (ELT) within the context of climate change. It emphasizes the
critical intersection of ELT with climate change education and delineates strategies
for incorporating resilience-focused approaches into language learning curricula.
By examining the importance of resilience in addressing climate challenges, the
article highlights key components and urgent calls for collective action. It delineates
opportunities for integrating climate change topics into language learning,
promoting critical thinking, global citizenship, and empathy among learners.
Despite challenges such as diverse learner needs and language barriers, educators
are encouraged to navigate these obstacles creatively. Through inclusive teaching
practices and authentic learning experiences, ELT can empower learners to become
informed advocates for environmental resilience and sustainability. This article
underscores the educational imperative of integrating resilience into ELT, fostering
a resilient future for generations to come.
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Introduction

A. Overview of the Intersection of English Language Teaching

and Climate Change

The intersection of English Language Teaching (ELT) and climate
change is a crucial aspect of education in the 21st century. As global
awareness of environmental issues, particularly climate change,
continues to rise, educators recognise the importance of integrating
environmental topics into language learning curricula. The “ELT
community is increasingly engaging with its environmental footprint
and its role in climate education, with many of the initiatives being
grassroots or ‘bottom-up’. Individual institutions, teachers or indeed

students are making the running (Liz Granirer, 20121).”

Here’s how some important aspects of English language teaching

intersect with climate change:

1. Languagefor Specific Purposes (LSP):ELT includes specialized
vocabulary, phrases, and language structures concerning climate
change and environmental issues, encompassing terminology
related to climate science, renewable energy, environmental
policy, sustainability, and ecological systems.
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2.

Content-Based Instruction (CBI): Teachers utilize climate change content to instruct
language skills such as reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Students interact with
authentic materials like articles, reports, documentaries, and presentations on climate change.
Critical Thinking and Global Citizenship: Teaching about climate change promotes
critical thinking skills and nurtures global citizenship. Students develop the ability to analyse
environmental issues, assess information sources, explore diverse viewpoints, and grasp the
interconnected nature of global environmental challenges.

Language for Advocacy and Action: ELT enables students to advocate for environmental
sustainability and climate action. Through debates, discussions, persuasive writing, and public
speaking activities, students refine language skills to express opinions, raise awareness, and
foster environmental stewardship in English.

B. Importance of Integrating Resilience Considerations into English Language Teaching

Integrating resilience considerations of environmental issues into English language teaching is

crucial for several reasons:

1.

Environmental Awareness: Integrating resilience considerations into English language
teaching heightens awareness of environmental issues like climate change, pollution, habitat
destruction, and resource depletion. It helps students grasp environmental challenges and
motivates them to become informed, engaged global citizens.

Empowerment: Teaching resilience within environmental contexts empowers students to
tackle and handle environmental challenges effectively. Equipping students with resilience
skills like problem-solving, critical thinking, and adaptability enables them to engage as active
participants in environmental conservation endeavours.

Interdisciplinary Learning: Incorporating resilience considerations into English language
teaching fosters interdisciplinary learning by linking language acquisition with environmental
science, sustainability studies, and social activism. It prompts students to examine the intricate
connections between language, culture, society, and the environment.

Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving: Resilience-centered English language teaching
prompts students to critically assess environmental issues, analyse causes and impacts, and
create innovative solutions. It nurtures problem-solving skills and inspires creative thinking
regarding sustainable practices and environmental stewardship.

Cultural Perspectives and Diversity: Resilience-focused English language teaching prompts
students to examine diverse cultural perspectives on environmental issues and resilience-
building strategies. It fosters empathy for communities disproportionately affected by
environmental challenges and encourages appreciation of the global cultural diversity within
environmental activism and sustainability practices.

Long-Term Impact: Integrating resilience considerations of environmental issues into English
language teaching equips students to tackle the complex and interconnected environmental
challenges of the 21st century. It prepares them with the skills, knowledge, and mindset needed
to contribute to a sustainable and resilient future for themselves and future generations.

In summary, integrating resilience into English language teaching enhances environmental

literacy, promotes critical thinking, fosters global citizenship, and empowers students to advocate
for sustainability in their communities and beyond.

C. Statement of the Study

Exploring strategies for integrating resilience considerations into English language teaching in

the context of climate change
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Understanding Resilience in the Context of Climate Change

“Understanding Resilience in the Context of Climate Change” explores how individuals,
communities, and ecosystems adapt and bounce back from the impacts of climate change. It delves
into strategies for building resilience, fostering adaptive capacity, and promoting sustainable
responses to environmental challenges.

A. Definition of Resilience and its Relevance to Climate Change Adaptation
1. Definition

The IPCC Sixth Assessment Report defines climate resilience as follows: “Resilience [...] is
defined as the capacity of social, economic and ecosystems to cope with a hazardous event or trend
or disturbance, responding or reorganising in ways that maintain their essential function, identity
and structure as well as biodiversity in case of ecosystems while also maintaining the capacity
for adaptation, learning and transformation. (H-O. Pértner, D.C. Roberts, M. Tignor, et al, (ed),
Climate Change, IPCC 6th Assessment Report, 2021)”

2. Addressing Climate Change through Resilience and Adaptation

1. Role of Resilience and Adaptation in Daily Life: Resilience and adaptation are indispensable
for overcoming challenges and finding effective solutions in everyday life. Similarly, addressing
climate change requires adapting to a warming world to protect people, nature, prosperity, and
way of life.

2. Urgent Calls for Collective Action: The climate emergency and biodiversity crises globally
and in Europe demand innovative collective action. Climate change adaptation necessitates
comprehensive understanding, strategic planning, and proactive measures to mitigate negative
impacts while fostering safety and resilience.

3. Threatof Climate Change to Humanity: According to the Research and Innovation, European
Commission, Climate change, with the Earth already warmed by 1.1°C since the late 19th
century, poses significant threats globally. Effects include more frequent and severe extreme
events, altered rainfall patterns, melting ice, and habitat disruptions, with some consequences
enduring for centuries, such as sea-level rise.

4. Urgency of Climate Action: Every degree of warming emphasizes the urgent need for
immediate climate action. Mitigating climate change requires substantial reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions, forming a critical aspect of the overall strategy.

5. Adaptation to Unavoidable Impacts: Mitigation alone cannot sufficiently address climate
change; adaptation to unavoidable impacts is imperative. Failure to act promptly will amplify
costs and challenges for future generations.

6. Societal Transformation and Behavioural Change: Efforts must be complemented by societal
transformation and widespread behavioural change to promote climate-friendly lifestyles. Such
changes are vital for fostering resilience and sustainable responses to climate change.

7. Comprehensive Approach to Confronting Climate Change: Confronting climate change
requires a comprehensive approach, blending scientific innovation, technological advancement, and
collective action. This approach aims to build a resilient and sustainable future for generations to come.

B. Key Components of Resilience: Social, Economic, and Environmental
The key components of resilience encompass various aspects of society, economy, and the
environment. Here’s a breakdown of each component:
1. Social Resilience: Social resilience requires strong community ties, access to essential
services, equity, and adaptive governance. Cohesion and networks foster cooperation during
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crises. Access to healthcare, education, and welfare aids recovery. Equity promotes fairness
and inclusivity, reducing vulnerability. Adaptive governance prioritizes community needs,
sustaining resilience amid uncertainty.

2. Economic Resilience: Economic resilience thrives on diversity, financial stability, equality,
and innovation. A varied economy reduces dependency, while financial services aid recovery.
Equity and poverty reduction boost resilience. Innovation and entrepreneurship foster
adaptability, strengthening resilience against market changes.

3. Environmental Resilience: Healthy ecosystems offer vital services like clean air and water,
soil fertility, and climate regulation, enhancing resilience. Responsible resource management
preserves natural resources against degradation. Climate strategies such as renewable energy
and conservation efforts strengthen resilience. Ecosystem restoration and conservation boost
adaptive capacity. Integrating social, economic, and environmental aspects is crucial for holistic
resilience, aiding communities, economies, and ecosystems in overcoming diverse challenges.

Integrating Resilience Considerations of Climate Change into English Language Teaching

In today’s educational landscape, integrating resilience considerations of climate change into
English language teaching emerges as a crucial undertaking. This integration allows educators to
tackle not just language acquisition, but also broader themes of environmental stewardship, critical
thinking, and global citizenship.

A. Opportunities for Integrating Climate Change Topics into Language Learning Curriculum

English language classrooms offer a dynamic platform for exploring climate change topics. By
incorporating climate-related vocabulary, discussions, and readings into the curriculum, educators
provide students with opportunities to enhance their language skills while engaging with pressing
global issues. Through activities such as debates, research projects, and multimedia presentations,
learners can delve into the complexities of climate change, developing both linguistic proficiency
and environmental awareness.

B. Importance of Promoting Critical Thinking and Global Citizenship in English Language
Learners

Promoting critical thinking and global citizenship within English language teaching cultivates
well-rounded individuals equipped to navigate today’s interconnected world. By encouraging
students to critically analyse climate-related information, evaluate diverse perspectives, and
communicate effectively across cultures, educators empower learners to become informed
advocates for environmental resilience. Through collaborative learning experiences, learners
develop a deeper understanding of their roles as global citizens, fostering a sense of responsibility
towards addressing climate change and promoting sustainability.

C. Fostering Empathy and Understanding of Climate-Related Challenges

English language teaching provides a platform for fostering empathy and understanding of
climate-related challenges. By exploring narratives, literature, and real-life accounts of communities
impacted by climate change, learners develop empathy towards those affected and gain insight
into the interconnectedness of environmental, social, and economic systems. Through reflective
activities and discussions, students can explore their own attitudes and beliefs towards climate
change, fostering a sense of empathy and solidarity with communities facing environmental adversity.
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Strategies for Integrating Resilience Considerations

As climate change impacts escalate, fostering resilience becomes crucial. Integrating resilience
into education equips learners to adapt effectively. “Strategies for Integrating Climate Change
Resilience Considerations” explores diverse approaches. From interdisciplinary collaboration to
experiential learning, these strategies cultivate resilience among learners. Education plays a pivotal
role in building resilient communities and shaping a sustainable future.

A. Incorporating Climate-Related Topics into Lesson Plans and Classroom Discussions

Incorporating climate-related topics into ELT lesson plans and classroom discussions enriches
students’ learning experiences and fosters environmental awareness. By integrating climate
change themes into language activities, educators can enhance students’ language skills while
also promoting a deeper understanding of global issues. Through these activities, ELT classrooms
become spaces where language proficiency and environmental consciousness intersect, preparing
students to communicate effectively and contribute positively to addressing climate challenges.
Lazar (1993) highlights this point by claiming that literary texts are quite effective for engaging
learners with an interest in building a better future and tasks on these texts should be designed to
encourage learners to do so.

B. Using Authentic Materials and Resources to Explore Climate Change and Resilience

Incorporating climate-related topics into ELT lesson plans and classroom discussions enriches
students’ learning experiences and fosters environmental awareness. By integrating climate change
themes into language activities, educators enhance students’ language skills while also promoting a
deeper understanding of global issues. Authentic texts have been largely used in language teaching
to increase learners’ motivation to learn the target language as they provide the opportunity of
being exposed to the real-life language (Guariento & Morley 2001). Utilizing authentic materials
such as articles, videos, and podcasts about climate change provides a relevant context for language
learning. Language teachers can design different kinds of tasks related to ecological problems by
using these kinds of authentic texts (Defne Erdem Mete 2018) and engaging students in discussions,
debates, and projects related to climate change encourages critical thinking and empowers them
to become informed global citizens Through these activities, ELT classrooms become spaces
where language proficiency and environmental consciousness intersect, preparing students to
communicate effectively and contribute positively to addressing climate challenges.

C. Encouraging Project-based Learning and Community Engagement Activities

Encouraging project-based learning and community engagement activities in ELT fosters
real-world application and meaningful impact. Through projects and community initiatives,
students deepen their understanding of climate change and develop language skills. By connecting
classroom learning with real-life experiences, students become active participants in addressing
environmental challenges, preparing them for responsible global citizenship.

Challenges and Considerations

Incorporating climate change resilience considerations into English Language Teaching (ELT)
presents several challenges and considerations that educators must address to effectively engage
learners and promote meaningful understanding of environmental issues.
A. Addressing Diverse Learner Needs and Cultural Perspectives on Climate Change

One of the primary challenges is acknowledging and accommodating the diverse needs and
cultural perspectives of learners regarding climate change. Learners come from various backgrounds
with different levels of familiarity and understanding of climate-related issues. Educators must
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ensure that teaching approaches and materials are inclusive and sensitive to diverse cultural
perspectives, fostering an environment where all students feel valued and heard.

B. Overcoming Language Barriers and Building Vocabulary Related to Climate Resilience

Language barriers can pose significant challenges when teaching climate change resilience
concepts in English language classrooms. Building students’ vocabulary related to climate
resilience is essential for effective communication and comprehension. Educators must employ
strategies such as vocabulary-building exercises, visual aids, and context-rich materials to help
students grasp complex climate-related terminology and concepts.

C. Ensuring Relevance and Authenticity in Teaching Materials and Activities

To engage learners effectively, teaching materials and activities must be relevant, authentic,
and reflective of real-world climate change challenges and solutions. Educators must carefully
select and adapt materials that resonate with students’ interests, experiences, and cultural contexts.
Incorporating authentic sources such as news articles, multimedia resources, and case studies
allows students to connect language learning with current environmental issues and fosters a deeper
understanding of climate resilience. In navigating these challenges, educators empower students
to address climate change with resilience. By fostering inclusive environments, overcoming language
barriers, and offering authentic experiences, educators inspire proactive steps towards a sustainable future.

Conclusion

In conclusion, integrating resilience into English Language Teaching (ELT) within the context
of climate change is crucial for nurturing informed, empowered, and globally conscious citizens.
This article underscores the intersection of ELT with climate change, emphasizing integrating
resilience-focused approaches into language learning curricula.

By weavingresilience into ELT, educators enhance language proficiency, critical thinking, global
citizenship, and environmental stewardship among learners. By exploring climate-related topics,
authentic materials, and community engagement activities, students understand environmental
challenges and acquire skills to address them effectively.

However, integrating resilience into ELT poses challenges. Educators navigate diverse learner
needs, language barriers, and ensure the authenticity and relevance of teaching materials. By
addressing challenges with creativity, inclusivity, and cultural sensitivity, educators create vibrant
learning environments inspiring students to be change agents in climate adversity.

In confronting climate change, education is a catalyst for resilience-building and sustainable
action. Embracing resilience within ELT equips learners with the tools, knowledge, and mindset to
navigate complex environmental challenges and shape a resilient future.

Integrating resilience into ELT is an educational imperative and a moral obligation to foster
a just, equitable, and sustainable world. Through collective efforts, educators, learners, and
communities forge resilience, adaptation, and environmental stewardship against climate change.
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