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Abstract

It is common for strong leaders to take advantage of common people, frequently
by abusing their position of control and keeping the public silent. Similar to
what transpired in the Soviet Union, George Orwell illustrates in Animal Farm
how education and knowledge may be used as instruments of ultimate authority,
resulting in the oppression and misery of the ignorant. The purposeful employment
of ambiguous language and intimidation techniques allowed leaders to control
people for their personal benefit, creating laws and disseminating false information
to further their agendas. Power might have been used for the good of society as a
whole, but it was instead abused and manipulated. To explore these elements, this
research takes a historical approach. The persuasive examination of the misuse of
power provided by this allegorical novella is impressive. Examining the people,
occasions, and ideas that highlight the tyranny and oppression that are present
everywhere, this investigation digs into the complex layers of Animal Farm.
Keywords: Power, Propaganda, Revolution, Tyranny.

Introduction

When it comes to exploring a wide range of issues, evocative
characters, and compelling plots, British literature presents a rich
tapestry. Novelist, essayist, poet, journalist, and critic Erica Arthur
Blair was born in England. He used the pen name George Orwell when
writing. Orwell’s writings are notable for their sharp examination
of social and political concerns, their unwavering devotion to the
truth, and their continuing significance in today’s dialogue. His book
Animal Farm established him as a well-known author and a strong
critic of despotism and the misuse of authority.

A complicated web of oppression and exploitation is shown in
Animal Farm, a story that explores the abusive use of power. With
painstaking investigation, the narrative exposes the authoritarianism
that molds the farm’s civilization and examines how powerful people
abuse their position for personal benefit. The story illustrates how
powerful people may manipulate others to their own advantage.

Manipulation and Deception
Orwell explores in Animal Farm the skill of trickery and
manipulation used by the powerful to maintain their hold on power.
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Napoleon, who personifies the tyrant, deftly exploits animalism’s core principles to defend his
despotic government. Orwell highlights the absurdity and inconsistencies of the pigs’ reign,
demonstrating how language is weaponized to stifle opposition and consolidate authority through
phrases like “All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others” (Orwell 97).
Furthermore, the pigs’ propaganda toolkit includes information manipulation and historical
revisionism, which they use to retain control over the narrative and further their own goal. In order
to maintain repressive regimes and enslave the populace, Orwell’s description sheds light on the
sneaky nature of manipulation by showing how disinformation and truth distortion are used.

The Exploitation of the Vulnerable

Animal Farm is a recurring motif of exploiting the weak to further emphasize the ruling class’s
abusive use of power. It was natural for the animals to believe that they would be distributed evenly
(Orwell 25). The pigs, who stand in for the affluent, take advantage of the naiveté and confidence
of the other animals, progressively putting them through harsher circumstances as they establish
their own dominance and privilege. The pigs guarantee a submissive workforce and establish their
own supremacy by taking advantage of the naivety and innocence of the working-class animals.

They are far more vulnerable to manipulation and compulsion because of the other animals’
lack of order and education. Orwell’s depiction brings to light the uneven power relations at work
and serves as a moving reminder of how vulnerable oppressed populations are to exploitation by
repressive governments.

Resistance and Rebellion

Despite the environment of oppression and terror that permeates Animal Farm, Orwell depicts
moments of defiance and struggle against the misuse of authority. Characters such as Snowball and
Boxer come to represent acts of rebellion against Napoleon’s autocratic authority and in favour of
the justice and equality tenets of animalism, which state that “All Animals are Equal” (Orwell, 1 6).
Even if they are brave, the governing pigs quickly respond to their acts of protest with violence
and deception in order to hold onto power. These defiance demonstrate the unwavering courage
of those who dare to oppose oppression in the face of great difficulties, despite the early defeats.

An important reminder of the value of speaking out against abuses of power at all costs is
provided by Orwell’s portrayal of resistance in Animal Farm, which highlights the ongoing fight
for freedom and justice in the face of persecution.

Consequences of Absolute Power

Orwell deftly shows the grave ramifications that follow the conquest and consolidation of total
power throughout Animal Farm’s story. First spurred on by the prospect of freedom and equality,
the pigs eventually yield to the power’s attraction and abandon the principles they had so ardently
defended. Euphoric about their newfound power, they go into a vicious circle of corruption and
despotism, taking advantage of their position to make more money at the cost of the other animals.
Furthermore, Orwell portrays the farm community’s experience with this unbridled authority
in graphic detail. The once-bright atmosphere of unity and companionship among the animals
deteriorates into dread and disappointment as the pigs tighten their hold on power. Under the
repressive government, the animals’ freedoms are restricted and they are forced to endure worse
living circumstances. Their work is also abused. “The animals were as content as they could have
imagined being” (Orwell 20).

Orwell further emphasizes the pernicious effects of ultimate authority on personal morality and
integrity by providing examples. The pigs rationalize their acts via self-serving manipulation and
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deceit as they abuse their power with impunity and grow more and more far from the concepts
of justice and fairness. The other animals, meanwhile, struggle with the painful truth that their
long-fought revolution has brought about little more than a shift in oppressors, leaving them
disillusioned and alienated. All things considered, Orwell’s depiction of the fallout from unlimited
control is a sobering reminder of the perils of unbridled power and the corruption it inevitably
creates. Orwell pushes readers to consider age-old realities about the frailty of democracy and the
attraction of power via the sad course of Animal Farm, and he calls for vigilante action against its
destructive effects on both people and society at large.

Conclusion

The metaphorical investigation of power misuse in George Orwell’s Animal Farm graphically
portrays the fall of dictatorship inside a society that was once hopeful. Using the example of a
farm where animals defeat human rulers, Orwell skillfully depicts how power corrupts people and
breeds tyranny.

The pigs, under Napoleon’s leadership, first declare that all animals would be freed and treated
equally when they take over the farm. But when they gradually take on human vices, control
language, and seize control of resources, a terrifying reality emerges: total power corrupts totality.
Animal Farm’s terrible ending serves as a sobering reminder of the perils of unbridled power.
Once allies, the pigs eventually blend in with their old human overlords, taking advantage of other
animals for their own benefit and using intimidation and terror to suppress opposition.

By use of this parable, Orwell begs readers to guard against the temptations of power and the
deterioration of democratic values. The everlasting teachings of Animal Farm serve as a reminder of
the perilous state of freedom and the need for constant watchfulness against despotism, transcending
cultural and temporal boundaries. Orwell’s terrifying depiction of power misuse compels us to face
hard realities about human nature and the never-ending fight for equality and justice.
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