
29

SHANLAX
             International Journal of Arts, Science and Humanities

https://www.shanlaxjournals.com

Speculative Evolution in Herbert 
George Well’s the Time Machine
S. Selvamani 
Assistant Professor 
PG and Research Department of English
Sakthi College of Arts and Science for Women, Oddanchatram

V. Rabina 
MA Student, Department of English
Sakthi College of Arts and Science for Women, Oddanchatram

Abstract
Herbert George Wells The Time Machine indeed remains a significant work in 
science fiction literature, offering a reflection on social issues and class distinctions 
of his time projected into a distant future. The story’s exploration of humanity’s 
potential evolution and the portrayal of a divided society have left a lasting 
impact, influencing various adaptations across different media. Wells ability to 
use speculative fiction to comment on contemporary issues highlights his foresight 
and literary prowess. It seems like you’re referring to Wells classic science fiction 
novel, The Time Machine. In the story, the Time Traveller indeed creates a machine 
capable of traversing through time and ventures to the distant future, where he 
encounters the Eloi and the Morlocks, two distinct species evolved from humanity. 
The novel explores themes of evolution, class struggle, and the nature of time itself.
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 Herbert George Wells was born on the 21 September 1866 in 
Kent England, to parents Joseph and Sarah. Wells was an English 
writer. Prolific in many genres, he wrote more than fifty novels and 
lots of short stories. His non- fiction output included works of social 
explanation, history, politics, popular science, satire, biography, and 
autobiography. Wells’ science fiction novels are so well stared that 
he has been called the father of science fiction. The Time Machine 
Herbert George Wells first novel later teaching science and writing 
science journalism for several years is a scientific romance that 
inverts the nineteenth century certainty in evolution as progress.
 The analysis of The Time Machine is quite insightful. Indeed, 
Wells used the concept of time travel as a vehicle to explore the 
social anxieties and issues of his time, particularly the impact of 
industrialization and social Darwinism. The division between the 
Eloi and the Morlocks serves as a commentary on class division 
and the consequences of social inequality. Additionally, the bleak 
future depicted in the novella reflects concerns about the direction 
of society and humanity’s potential descent into barbarism. Wells’ 
exploration of dystopia in The Time Machine laid the foundation for 
many future works in the genre, influencing countless other writers 
and creators.
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 The novella’s enduring influence speaks to its significance in shaping the way we think about 
time travel and dystopian literature. It’s fascinating how Herbert George Wells used The Time 
Machine as a vehicle to explore the social dynamics and inequalities of his time through speculative 
fiction. Indeed, the concept of social Darwinism is palpable in his portrayal of a future where 
social classes evolve into separate species, reflecting the stark disparities of Victorian society. The 
transformation of social hierarchies into biological differences underscores Wells commentary on 
the consequences of unchecked inequality and exploitation.
 It’s a powerful reflection of the tensions and transformations of the era, encapsulating the 
anxieties and hopes for societal change. Herbert George Wells indeed presents a stark portrayal of 
Social Darwinism in The Time Machine, illustrating how social structures and conditions could 
drive evolutionary divergence among human populations. The Morlocks and the Eloi serve as 
extreme representations of how societal stratification could potentially lead to distinct biological 
outcomes, with the Morlocks evolving to adapt to their underground industrial environment while 
the Eloi regress due to a lack of challenges and hardships in their lives.
 This evolution eventually leads to a predatory relationship between the two classes, reflecting 
the complex interplay between social dynamics and evolutionary pressures envisioned by Wells. 
Time travel remains a topic of scientific debate and speculation. Physicists continue to explore the 
theoretical feasibility of time travel, considering various paradoxes like the grandfather paradox and 
the implications of altering the past. Speculative evolution, often likened to a journey through the 
corridors of time, is a captivating domain where scientific inquiry meets imaginative speculation.
 As we journey deeper into the speculative abyss, we confront paradoxes of possibility and 
probability, grappling with the enigma of life’s boundless potential amidst the constraints of 
biological plausibility. Through this intellectual odyssey, we glean insights into the intricate 
interplay between chance and necessity, chaos and order, shaping the ever-unfolding narrative 
of evolution. In this hypothetical narrative, the time machine becomes a metaphorical vessel, 
transcending temporal boundaries to traverse epochs and eons. Through its lens, we contemplate 
the mysteries of the past and envision the trajectories of lifeforms yet to emerge.
 Drawing from principles of evolutionary biology, palaeontology, and ecological theory, 
speculative evolution challenges conventional paradigms by posing thought experiments that 
probe the limits of natural selection and adaptive radiation. It invites us to reimagine the tapestry of 
life, weaving threads of hypothetical scenarios and alternative evolutionary pathways. Within the 
time machine confines, we encounter speculative landscapes teeming with speculative creatures 
organisms shaped by divergent evolutionary forces and environmental pressures.  From towering 
megaflora to diminutive micro fauna, each organism embodies a testament to the ingenuity of 
evolutionary processes and the resilience of life itself.
 Speculative evolution beckons us to embark on a journey of intellectual exploration, where the 
boundaries between reality and fiction blur, and the fabric of existence is woven from the threads of 
possibility. As we peer through the temporal lens of the time machine, we glimpse the vast tapestry 
of life a testament to the enduring legacy of evolution and the limitless horizons of the human 
imagination. It’s fascinating how Wells explored the implications of Darwin’s theory of evolution 
in The Time Machine. Wells used the concept of natural selection to speculate on the future of 
humanity, reflecting on the potential consequences and anxieties surrounding social Darwinism 
and eugenics.
 The idea that a community living underground would adapt over time is a compelling analogy 
to the principles of natural selection. Wells exploration in The Time Machine underscores the 
complex intersections between science, society, and human evolution. The novel also explores the 
concept of evolution. The Time Traveller observes how human society has evolved over thousands 



31

SHANLAX
             International Journal of Arts, Science and Humanities

https://www.shanlaxjournals.com

of years, both physically and intellectually. He witnesses the degeneration of humanity into two 
distinct species and ponders the future of human evolution.
 While speculative evolution allows for creativity, grounding your ideas in scientific principles 
can make them more compelling. Consider how principles of genetics, ecology, and evolutionary 
theory would shape the development of life forms in your alternate timelines. Integrate the concept 
of time travel into your speculative evolution narratives. You can imagine scientists traveling back 
in time to study ancient ecosystems or accidentally altering the course of evolution through their 
actions.
 Tell stories set within your speculative evolutionary timelines. You can explore themes such as 
adaptation, competition, symbiosis, and extinction through the experiences of fictional organisms. 
By combining elements of science fiction, biology, and creativity, the time machine theme of 
speculative evolution offers a fascinating exploration of what might have been and what could still 
be in the vast tapestry of life on Earth. 
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