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Abstract
This article explores the theme of post colonialism in Raja Rao’s novel Kanthapura. 
By analysing the text, we examine how religion affects the Indian village of 
Kanthapura, its culture and its people. The narrative explores the community’s 
struggle to resist and adapt to the emphasizing themes of identity, struggle and 
cultural change. Raja Rao’s “Kanthapura” is an important work of Indian literature, 
depicting the impact of colonialism on a rural village in South India. The novel 
explores the transformation of a village in its struggle for independence through 
the lens of the main character, Moorthy. This summary provides insight into the 
rich tapestry of “Kanthapura” and invites readers to explore identity, community, 
and freedom at this pivotal moment in Indian history.“Kanthapura” by Raja Rao is 
a story set in a rural Indian village during the struggle for independence. Through 
the protagonist Moorthy, the novel explores the complexities of colonialism, 
resistance and colonialism. Lao’s lyrics describe the importance of village life, 
emphasizing themes of leadership, change and unity against oppression. This 
summary encapsulates the essence of “Kanthapura,” inviting the reader to explore 
the transformation of relationships and the renewal of the human spirit.
Keywords: Post Colonialism, Resistance, Identity, Cultural Transformation. 

Introduction
 Kanthapura is a novel published in 1938 by the Indian writer Raja 
Rao. Set in the fictional southern Indian town of Kanthapura, the 
story takes place during a turbulent era when India was fighting for 
its independence from British colonial rule. The story is narrated by 
a character named Achakka, who provides the first insight into the 
village’s knowledge of the freedom movement. The novel explores 
themes of tradition, struggle and social change as the people of 
Kanthapura struggle against the influence of traditionalism and 
social necessity. Through rich visuals and beautiful images, Rao 
captures the spirit of rural India and its struggle for freedom at a 
pivotal moment in the country’s history. Through achakka’s eyes, 
the reader is immersed in a fascinating account of village life, with 
its rich traditions, social classes and traditions. As the villagers unite 
in their fight for freedom,
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Moorthy’s Traits
 Moorthy, the protagonist of Kanthapura is a weak and complex character who undergoes 
major changes throughout the novel. He is portrayed as a passionate and determined person who 
wants to change his village and fight against the injustice of British colonial rule.According to 
the story, moorthy gets involved in the freedom movement, causing crimes and riots among the 
people of kanthapura. His leadership was evident as he encouraged others to join the cause and 
fight against the oppression of the British rulers. Initially, moorthy was described as an idealist 
influenced by Mahatma Gandhi’s teachings and principles of nonviolent struggle. But moorthy’s 
journey is fraught with challenges and internal conflicts. Overall, moorthy is depicted as a symbol 
of hope and courage, representing the indomitable spirit of the people of India in their quest for 
freedom. Through his characters, Raja Rao explores the complexities of politics, justice and 
people’s capacity for change. He brought Jayaramachar to Kanthapura and started a discussion 
in the village about the political activities of Mahatma Gandhi, and after receiving the Mahatma’s 
vision, he gradually created a Gandhian movement in the village. Moorthy recruits people to weave 
his cloth, and eventually Swami excommunicates him, transforms him into a monk, and leaves his 
mother Narsamma to die of despair in the river. But Moorthy’s movement continued, with three 
days of emotional fasting, singing and stories about Gandhi’s beliefs in non-violence and truth, 
and brought people to fight against violence in the forest of Borana and in the Skeffington coffee 
plantation. The police imprisoned him and the people of Kanthapura eventually began to revere 
him as “our Gandhi”. He becomes the most powerful man in the city after his return from his first 
imprisonment. He is imprisoned again during the next attack and does not appear in the book again 
except in the letter Ratna mentions at the end. In this essay, Moorthy repudiates Gandhi, who began 
cooperating with the British, and argues that Jawaharlal Nehru’s revolutionary leadership was the 
best option to curb India’s disunity for so long. The moorthy was the driving force behind the 
villagers’ struggle against the caste system and colonialism, as well as the gradual erosion of the 
cultural structure of Kanthapura.

Identity Crisis
 In ‘Kanthapura’, Raja Rao brilliantly depicts the identity crisis faced by the village of Kanthapura 
during the unrest that led to Indian independence. The people were closely tied to the thinking of 
change and division as they resisted the forces of colonialism and modernization. The root of the 
identity crisis is the clash between tradition and change. Like many other rural Indian communities, 
Kanthapura is steeped in centuries-old culture, religion and tradition. However, the influence of 
British colonialism destroyed the modern way of life and brought new ideas, technologies and 
values. The residents are conflicted and confused, torn between the comforts of tradition and the 
charms of modernity. During this crisis, individuals like Muti emerged as symbols of resistance 
and resilience, seeking to reclaim their cultural heritage and assert their own agency in the face of 
colonial oppression. However, the decolonization process is fraught with challenges and tensions 
as local populations navigate the difficult path of establishing their identity in a rapidly changing 
world. Ultimately, “Kanthapura” sheds light on the deep roots of colonialism in the collective 
identity of India’s rural communities, highlighting their ongoing struggles to maintain cultural 
dominance, tell the truth, and restore their organization in the face of external domination. In 
Kanthapura, Raja Rao vividly depicts the identity crisis faced by the village in the context of 
colonial rule and Indian independence. The village of Kanthapura grapples with the notion of 
change and division while grappling with the forces of tradition and modernity. The traditional 
customs of Kanthapura, deeply rooted in centuries of culture, religion and social relations, were 
affected by the incursions of British colonialism. The political system affects the village’s current 
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way of life as well as its culture and sense of identity. The introduction of Western educational, 
bureaucratic and legal systems further exacerbated tensions as communities struggled to reconcile 
their indigenous knowledge and culture, linked to important doctrines. Furthermore, the emergence 
of nationalist sentiments and demands for Indian independence further exacerbated Kanthapura’s 
identity crisis. People are denied justice for their cultural heritage and desire for political freedom, 
leading to social disunity and conflict. Moorthy’s journey reflects the tension between tradition 
and modernity as he engages with his Brahmin upbringing while respecting Gandhi’s principles of 
non-violence and social justice. Throughout the novel, Rao describes Kanthapura as a microcosm 
of India itself, undergoing major changes in the face of the challenges of colonialism and the quest 
for independence. The problem of identity in the village experience becomes a reflection of the 
general struggles that Indian society faced during the turbulent period of history.

Conclusion
 In the conclusion of Kanthapura Raja Rao brings together the elements of the story to provide 
insight into the enduring nature of the Indian freedom movement and the struggles of the human 
spirit. The novel culminates in a bittersweet resolution that highlights both the triumphs and 
challenges faced by the people of Kanthapura. 
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