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Abstract
Mulk Raj Anand’s Two Leaves and a Bud is focused on this paper which delves 
into the pervasive theme of poverty in Indian literature. The novel is examined 
through a critical lens which is poverty and its psychological, emotional, and social 
consequences on marginalised communities have been explored. The Intersection of 
class oppression and the dehumanising effects of poverty, both of which contribute 
to the characters’ suffering is highlighted by Anand’s depiction of the colonial 
exploitation of Indian workers. To understand how poverty serves as both a physical 
and emotional burden is understood by the struggles of the main characters against 
a backdrop of economic hardship, systemic injustice, and social hierarchies are 
explored. Anand portrays poverty not merely as a lack of material wealth but as a 
profound wound that affects identity, self-worth, and human dignity is demonstrated 
as the aim of the paper. In India contemporary issues of economic disparity and 
social injustice are connected with the broader implications of the novel’s depiction 
of poverty.  Literature serves as a powerful medium for raising awareness of the 
pains of poverty and advocating for social change is highlighted by this paper 
through a critical reading of Two Leaves and a Bud.
Keywords: Poverty in Indian Literature, Colonial Exploitation, Class Oppression, Mulk 
Raj Anand, Social Injustice

Introduction
 The complex emotional, psychological, and societal toll it exacts 
on individuals and communities along with economic deprivation 
is represented by poverty which has long been a central theme in 
literature. The lived experiences of those at the bottom of the social 
ladder are highlighted by poverty which often intersects with issues of 
colonialism, class hierarchies, and social marginalisation is explored 
in Indian literature. The plight of the oppressed, particularly the rural 
poor and labourers, whose lives are shaped by the grinding forces 
of poverty and systemic injustice are topics of deep engagement by 
Mulk Raj Anand, a pioneer of Indian English literature.
 The suffering endured by Indian labourers under British colonial 
rule, using the character of Gangu as a representation of the exploited 
and dispossessed is examined by Anand in his seminal work Two 
Leaves and a Bud.  Poverty, underpinned by colonial and class 
oppression, strips individuals of their dignity, hope, and agency is 
highlighted by the novel. Anand portrays poverty as both a material 
condition and a psychological burden that dehumanises individuals, 
trapping them in a cycle of despair is critically explored by this paper.
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Research Questions
1.  In Two Leaves and a Bud, how is the theme of poverty depicted?
2.  The intersection of poverty, colonial exploitation, and class oppression in the novel is illustrated 

by Anand in what ways?
3. 	Toward	poverty	and	economic	inequality	in	colonial	India,	how	does	the	novel	reflect	broader	

societal attitudes?
 In its examination of poverty as a central force shaping the lives of Anand’s characters the 
significance	of	this	research	lies.	The	broader	discourse	on	literature’s	role	in	critiquing	economic	
injustice and advocating for social change is contributed by this paper by analysing the narrative 
structure, character development, and socio-political commentary in Two Leaves and a Bud.

Poverty in “Two Leaves and a Bud”
 Poverty as a profound, multifaceted experience is presented in Two Leaves and a Bud by Mulk 
Raj Anand. In the novel poverty is not only an economic condition but a social reality that affects 
every aspect of the characters’ lives. The tea plantations in Assam, where labourers are subjected to 
both	physical	and	psychological	exploitation	is	specifically	focused	by	Anand	who	sets	his	narrative	
against the backdrop of colonial India. With promises of prosperity the protagonist, Gangu, is a 
poor	peasant	who	is	lured	to	the	plantations	only	to	find	himself	trapped	in	an	endless	cycle	of	debt,	
abuse, and humiliation.
 In Anand’s depiction, where the British plantation owners dehumanise Indian labourers, 
reducing	 them	 to	mere	 tools	 for	profit,	poverty	 is	 intricately	 linked	 to	colonial	oppression.	The	
systemic forces that deny him basic rights and dignity along with Gangu’s lack of material wealth 
is resulted by his poverty. A vicious cycle from which there seems to be no escape has been created 
by this double bind—of poverty and colonial exploitation. Poverty strips away not only physical 
comforts but also the very essence of humanity is illustrated by Anand’s portrayal of Gangu’s 
suffering.

Literary Examples
•	  When Gangu is brutally mistreated by the British overseers which was made worse by  Gangu’s 

inability to provide for his family, in one poignant scene. He realises that his poverty makes 
him	vulnerable	to	exploitation,	and	his	labour	is	reduced	to	a	commodity	for	the	profit	of	the	
colonisers is palpable by his hopelessness. Poverty’s psychological effects are examined by the 
novel. 

•	  Gangu’s daughter, Leila’s aspirations are crushed by the harsh realities of their social and 
economic conditions who represent the younger generation. The generational transmission of 
poverty and suffering is symbolised by her tragic fate.

Analysis of Colonialism and Exploration of Poverty: “Two Leaves and a Bud”
	 Anand’s	 broader	 critique	 of	 colonialism	 and	 the	 class	 system	 is	 reflected	 in	 his	 exploration	
of poverty in Two Leaves and a Bud. The systemic forces that sustain economic inequality are 
highlighted by Anand by depicting the lives of labourers who are trapped in a cycle of poverty. 
The characters’ identities, relationships, and fates are shaped by poverty which serves not only as 
a backdrop but as an active force, in Two Leaves and a Bud. Gangu’s growing despair and in the 
gradual loss of hope among the labourers was evident by the psychological toll of poverty. 
 A social disease that robs individuals of their humanity and dignity is presented by Anand’s 
portrayal of poverty which transcends simple economic deprivation. A searing critique of poverty, 
colonial exploitation, and class oppression is offered by Mulk Raj Anand’s Two Leaves and a 
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Bud. Poverty is both a material and psychological condition, shaped by systemic forces beyond 
individual control as illustrated by Anand through the character of Gangu and the depiction of the 
brutal conditions on the plantations. The physical suffering caused by poverty along with the deep 
emotional and psychological scars that it leaves on individuals and communities are highlighted in 
the novel. 

Conclusion
	 The	labour	and	resources	of	the	poor	for	the	benefit	of	the	colonisers	are	exploited	by	Anand’s	
exploration of poverty in Two Leaves and a Bud which serves as a powerful indictment of the 
colonial system. The power and privilege of the ruling class is designed to maintain by the result of 
deliberate economic and political policies, as per the novel which suggests that poverty is far from 
being a natural or inevitable condition. Anand challenges the reader to consider the broader social 
and political structures that sustain economic inequality by intersection of poverty with colonial 
exploitation and class oppression which is highlighted. Contemporary issues of poverty and social 
justice	are	reflected	by	his	portrayal	of	Gangu’s	suffering,	and	the	systemic	nature	of	poverty	in	
colonial India. The power of literature to raise awareness of social injustice and to advocate for 
change is demonstrated by Anand through Two Leaves and a Bud.
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