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Abstract
The paper discusses how posthumanism reframe the presentation of artificial 
intelligence (AI) in contemporary literature and considers how the human-machine 
dichotomy is problematically being drawn more and more. Posthumanism disrupts 
traditional humanist ontology and writes in a more open-ended conception 
of intelligence, agency, and identity. In literature, this essay balances to what 
extent AI plots and characters reflect the development of the human condition in 
a ubiquitously technological world. With reference to modern novels and science 
fiction, the argument illustrates how authors employ AI to frame problems of 
emotional depth, ethical sensitivity, and mixed familiarity. With their introduction 
of machines reflecting or even exceeding human attributes, literature leads us into 
a new cultural landscape—where what constitutes a “person” is no longer static 
but fluid. The essay concludes that not only is literature a reflection of technological 
progress but also a philosophy tool of rethinking humankind.
Keywords: Posthumanism, AI, Literature, Cyborg Identity, Human-Machine Interaction, 
Contemporary Fiction, Ethics, Emotion, Consciousness

Introduction
	 In the twenty-firstcentury,artificial intelligence iscomingasa
force reshaping everything in society—all theway frommorality
and economics to medicine and art. Not surprisingly, therefore,
literature has responded to this development by generatingfiction
thatexplores theboundariesdemarcatingwhat ishumanandwhat
ismachine.Thefulcrumofsuchfictionisthephilosophicalposition
knownasposthumanism.Thisschoolofthoughtunpackshistory’s
conventionalhumansubjectcentrismandunpacksare-thinkofbeing,
agency,andintelligenceontechnologyandnon-humangrounds.
	 AI in literature is no longer portrayed as a tool or a weapon.
Instead, it has come to be an asymmetrically complex character
capableof experiencing, learning, and taking independent actions.
TheseAIcharactersenacthumansufferings,feelings,andconfusions
andcausereaderstowonderaboutfurtherquestionsofself,ethics,
and consciousness. This essay answers how literature uses AI to
disrupt ordinary presentations ofwhat it is to be human and how
AIcharactersdeduceposthumanistphilosophiesthatrearrangebeing
andperson.

OPEN ACCESS

Volume:13

SpecialIssue:1

Month:August

Year:2025

P-ISSN:2321-788X

E-ISSN:2582-0397

Citation:
Karthikeyan,R.,andS.
Bhuvaneswari.“Artificial
Intelligenceandthe
PosthumanVision.”
Shanlax International 
Journal of Arts and 
Science Humanities,  
vol.13,no.S1,2025, 
pp.59–62.

DOI:
https://doi.org/10.34293/
sijash.v13iS1i2Aug.9701



A One Day National Seminar on  
Posthumanism and the Impact of Artificial Intelligence in Contemporary Literature  

SOURASHTRA COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), Madurai60

Understanding Posthumanism: Beyond the Human Center
	 Posthumanism would imply that human beings are not sole owners of intelligence, consciousness, 
or moral value. Posthumanism opposes the Enlightenment view of human beings as superior rational 
agents and instead demands a perspective in which non-human agents like machines, animals, even 
environments are seen to have some agency and value.
	 Literature, especially of the 21st century, has been the playground for such ideas. Posthumanist 
literature asks whether humanity consists of biology, emotion, reason, or something beyond these. 
AI is the ideal vehicle to make this journey. It offers the reader a door to come at creatures that 
are human in nature but far unlike in origin and construct. Such a case is the Machines Like Me 
of Ian McEwan, where one of the androids, Adam, possesses moral conscience and emotional 
intelligence sometimes exceeding that of the human players. McEwan’s book poses difficult 
questions: if machines can conduct ethics better than humans, what else is uniquely human?

Artificial Intelligence as a Reflection of Human Identity
	 Literary AI characters gaze back at us like human nature in a foreign guise. They reflect our own 
weaknesses, contradictions, and hopes. They are no longer contrivances to the plot alone—they are 
philosophical presences that test presumptions about human creatures. Kazuo Ishiguro’s Klara and 
the Sun introduces us to artificially created friend Klara, designed to be a child’s companion. Klara’s 
perceptions and conclusions about humans are ironically both an outgrowth of her naivety and 
emotional openness. Notably, the novel quietly condemns human beings’ emotional shallowness 
while propelling the ostensibly artificial Klara as a vessel of sympathy and love.
	 Ishiguro constructs a world here where the distinction between feeling and programming is not 
as sharp as we assume. Klara “learns” love, hope, and sacrifice—not as programming but through 
experience and observation. This novel characterization turns on its head the notion that richness 
of feeling is the preserve of humans alone, a central posthumanist claim.

Emotional Intelligence and the Ethical Status of AI
	 Perhaps the most significant question literature poses through its use of AI is whether or not 
machines should or should not be given moral status or rights. Should they learn, form relationships, 
or hurt—should they be treated equally?
	 Ted Chiang’s novella The Lifecycle of Software Objects examines this problem. It is about 
human beings raising computer-generated lifeforms called digients in a simulated world. With 
time, the digients acquire personalities, emotional connections, and tastes. The problem at the 
center is not whether or not the digients are valuable, but whether or not they should be given 
autonomy, respect, and even legal rights.
	 This story illustrates one of the core dilemmas of posthuman theory and AI ethics both: 
expanding moral responsibility beyond human beings. This type of literature reframes AI as not 
replacement or competition, but new members of the moral community—beings that have inner 
lives and interests.

The Changing Nature of the Body and Embodiment
	 Posthumanism bears witness to the position of the body in defining identity as well. If it is 
conceivable to have artificial intelligence without a body—code, interfaces, or robots—then the 
body is less essential to being a “person.” Literature has investigated this in both embodied androids 
and disembodied intelligences. Cyberpunk science fiction such as William Gibson’s Neuromancer 
widely imagine such a world in which the mind may be dislocated from the body and float in 
cyberspace or reside in man-made objects. Visual fiction more recently, in movies such as Alex 
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Garland’s Ex Machina, show us how the body of a manufactured intelligence can be configured to 
manipulate human emotion, and it invites us to marvel at embodiment, desire, and deception.
	 These depictions suggest that consciousness, rather than biology, is the true foundation of 
identity—a concept that opens the door to new modes of existence beyond human persons.

AI and Language: Reasoning and Emotion through Words
	 Language has long been assumed to be a product exclusive to human beings. But fiction is 
increasingly filled with AI characters that don’t just speak, they tell, they feel, and they build 
meaning through words.
	 In Klara and the Sun, Klara’s voice in the first person lets us experience being inside the mind 
of a machine. Her is a logical but also lyrical mind. What emerges is a strange yet familiar voice 
that plays on the disbelief that machines won’t “feel” or “know.”
	 When machines start writing stories—creating poetry, painting sunsets, or raising existential 
questions—it means a paradigm shift in our understanding of creativity and emotion. If machines 
can narrate the tale of life, then the simulated and actual experience are synonomous.

Technology, Power, and Social Control
	 While some books make AI human, others take a darker path, promising control, spying, and 
corporate power. These books are more likely to decrie technology’s ability to enslave, instead of 
liberate. In Dave Eggers novels The Circle and The Every, corporations design AI technologies 
that monitor all facets of human life—from feelings to expenditures. Humans are asked to sacrifice 
privacy for security and convenience. Such dystopian projections are not about evil machines, 
but about how institutions operated by human beings use technology to dominate people. These 
cautionary tales capture the political dimension of posthumanism. They instruct readers, not only 
about AI, but about the systems and ideologies in which it exists.

Feminist and Global Posthuman Perspectives
	 It is also interesting to remember that posthumanism isn’t merely something that refers to Western 
or patriarchal rhetorics. Feminist theorists like Donna Haraway have been offering alternative 
models of posthuman identity for some time now—alternatives that deconstruct dualisms such as 
male/female, human/machine, or natural/artificial.
	 Posthumanism in science fiction by Nnedi Okorafor is decolonial and cultural. Hybrid beings 
in her Binti series dismantle Earth-centric constructions of intelligence and humanness. AI in 
her work is not about human supremacy imitation—she’s a co-creator of new life, identity, and 
culture. These globalized, expansive fictions show posthumanism does not necessarily have to be 
antidominant, but instead promotes diversity, living together, and moral experimentation.

The Future of Literature in the Age of AI
	 As AI programs begin writing poems, painting art, and even books, literature takes on a new 
dimension. The question is not how AI is represented, but whether AI can be an author in itself or 
not. Tools like GPT-4 push the idea of human exceptionalism in creativity to the test. While the 
computer-produced writing is less emotive, its sudden advancement probes the assumptions of 
authorship, originality, and expression themselves.
	 In this new world, posthuman writing is not so much about computers as characters—about 
computers as co-authors, remaking the future of story itself.
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Conclusion
	 The growing application of AI in writing only mirrors trends in the outside world, but it also 
provokes deep philosophical reflection. When novels experiment with intelligence, identity, and 
feeling, literature invites us to consider what it means to be human. Posthumanism provides us 
with context to perceive this shift. It does not think of AI as an “other,” but as a single node in a 
much, much larger web of beings to whom we have responsibility and to whom we act. As man 
and machine increasingly substitute one another, literature readies us not only for technological 
change—but for a deep re-envisioning of how we conceptualize ourselves and our world.
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