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Abstract

The story of Rama has given rise to diverse and distinct literary and artistic traditions
across Southeast Asia, transcending time and space through countless retellings that
adapt the epic to varied cultural values and social contexts. While many versions
preserve the core essence and spiritual-philosophical foundations of the Valmiki
Ramayana, others depart significantly, evolving into new forms and dimensions. In
India, Ramayana traditions rooted in the Valmiki narrative have profoundly shaped the
life and thought of people across the nation, however, examining versions beyond this
canonical framework is essential to understanding how the epic sustains the spirit of
unity in diversity within Indian culture. Focusing specifically on Northeast India and
excluding detailed discussion of the Kamba Ramayanam, this article investigates the
region'’s Ramayana-based literary and artistic traditions, highlighting how the narrative
has been localized to reflect distinctive socio-cultural perspectives and regional cultural
identities.

Keywords: Ramayana Traditions, North-East India, Localization of Epic Narratives,
Cultural Adaptation, Unity in Diversity
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