
61£UP®http://www.shanlaxjournals.com

Shanlax
International Journal of Tamil  Research

Kunalai from a Literary Generic Perspective: 
Performing Art to a Literary Form

N. Bharani
Ph.D. Research Scholar (Full-Time), Tamil P.G.& Research Department

Ethiraj College for Women,Chennai

Abstract 
In Tamil studies, the research on literary genres serves as a vital tool for analyzing thehistory 
of Tamil literature. Over the time, thematic concerns and literary forms shifted alongside 
political changes social structure. Grammatical texts known as ‘Paattiyal’serving as rule 
bookemerged specifically to record these literary genres. Various folk games and arts—
such as Ammanai, Vallaipattu, and Kuravai—have transformed into literary genres in 
time. This article does adescriptive study to identify the history of a performing art form 
‘Kunalai’ and its transformation into a literary genre. The objective of this study is to 
provide literary references on KunalaiKoothu and present evidences of its emergence as 
a distinct literary form.
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jkpopay; Ma;Tfs;: epfo;e;jdTk; epfo Ntz;LtdTk;

jpUj;jq;fy; ehlhu; fy;Y}hp> jkpo;j;Jiw nrd;id

C»UQ¯ ÁøP¨£õmi¯À ÷|õUQÀ Snø»:  

{PÌPø» ÁiÁ•® C»UQ¯¨ £øh¨£õUP•®

|. £µo

•øÚÁº £mh B#ÁõÍº (•Ê ÷|µ®)

uªÌ •xPø» (©) E¯µõ#ÄzxøÓ

Gzvµõä ©PÎº PÀ¿›, GÊ®§º, ö\ßøÚ 

B#Äa _¸UP®

uªÈ¯À B#ÄPÎÀ C»UQ¯ ÁøPPÒ SÔzuõÚ B#ÄPÒ C»UQ¯ Áµ»õØÔß ö|k®£õøuø¯¨ 

£SzuÔÁuØS¨ ö£¸® xøn ö\#QßÓÚ. Aµ]¯À, \‰P® BQ¯ÁØÔß ©õÖuÀPÐUS HØ£ 

JÆöÁõ¸ Põ»zv¾® £õkö£õ¸ÒPÒ ©ØÖ® C»UQ¯ ÁiÁ[PÎÀ ©õØÓ[PÒ {PÌ¢xÒÍÚ.  

C»UQ¯ ÁøPPøÍ¨ £vÄa ö\#²® ö£õ¸mk £õmi¯À ¡ÀPÒ ÷uõßÔ AÁØÔØPõÚ 

C»UPn[PøÍ ÁSzxÒÍÚ. A®©õøÚ, ÁÒøÍ¨£õmk, SµøÁ ÷£õßÓ £» |õmhõº  

ÂøÍ¯õmkPÒ ©ØÖ® Pø»PÒ C»UQ¯©õP ÁiöÁkzxÒÍÚ. CUPmkøµ ÂÍUP•øÓ B#Âß 

ÁÈ Snø» GßÓ {PÌPø» ÁiÁ® C»UQ¯©õP •QÌ¢u Áµ»õØøÓ Aøh¯õÍ¨£kzu 

•Ø£kzxQÓx. Snø» Tzx SÔzu C»UQ¯ SÔ¨¦PøÍ ÁÇ[SÁ÷uõk AÆÁiÁ® 

C»UQ¯ ÁøP¯õP E¸ö£ØÓ \õßÖPøÍ Gkzxøµ¨£x B#Âß ÷|õUP©õS®. 

vÓÄa ö\õØPÒ: C»UQ¯ ÁøP, |õmhõº Pø»PÒ, {PÌ Pø»PÒ, Snø», uzxÁµõ¯º,  

£õkxøÓ. 

•ßÝøµ

	 £õk ö£õ¸Ò, £õhÀ GsoUøP, 

Aø©¨¦, ¯õ¨¦, |õmhõº Pø»PÒ GÚ¨ 

£À÷ÁÖ Ai¨£øhPÎÀ C»UQ¯ ÁøPPÒ 

£SUP¨ö£ÖQßÓÚ. ©UPÎøh÷¯ ö£¸® 

BuµøÁ¨ ö£ØÓx®, AÁºPÎß £s£õk,  

EnºÄ, ÁõÌÂ¯À, |®¤UøP÷¯õk 

ö|¸[Q¯ öuõhº¦øh¯x©õQ¯ |õmhõº 

ÂøÍ¯õmkPÒ, TzxPÒ, Cø\, Pøu¨ 

£õhÀPÒ GÚ¨ £À÷ÁÖ {PÌPø»PÒ 

C»UQ¯ ÁiÁ® ö£ÖQßÓÚ.  ©UPÎøh÷¯ 

ÁÇUQ¼¸¢x ©øÓ¢u £» Pø»PÒ C»UQ¯ 

ÁøPPÍõP E¸ö£ØÖ E»õ Á¸ÁuÚõÀ AøÁ 

£s£õmkU TÖPøÍ AÔ¯ Áõ#¨£ÎUQÓx. 

CUPmkøµ Snø» GßÝ® Tzx £ØÔ 

C»UQ¯[PÎÀ SÔ¨¤h¨£mkÒÍ  

ö\#vPøÍ¨ £vÄa ö\#x, Ax ¤ØPõ»zvÀ  

uÛzuöuõ¸ C»UQ¯ ÁøP¯õP GÊ¢uøu 

BÁn¨£kzxÁuõP Aø©UP¨ö£ØÖÒÍx.

Snø» & ö\õØö£õ¸Ò

	 Snø» Gß£uØS J¸ Tzx, 

Ãµõ÷Á\zuõØ öPõUP›zuÀ, øPzumiU 

TÄuÀ (Pvµ÷ÁÀ ¤ÒøÍ, 2009:482) 

BµÁõµzxhß |iUS® Tzx,

	 |õnzuõÀ EhÀ ÁøÍøP, öPõUP›zuÀ, 

Cøµ¢x TzuõkuÀ (uªÌ ö»U]Pß, 2023:983); 

Snõ»®& J¸ ÁøP ©QÌa]U Tzx (uªÌ 

ö»U]Pß, 2023:984) GÚ APµõvPÒ 

SÔ¨¤kQßÓÚ. 

C»UQ¯¨ £vÄPÒ

	 ÷uÁõµ®, ö£›¯¦µõn®, v¸¨¦PÌ 

÷£õßÓÁØÖÒ Snø» BkuÀ SÔzu 

ö\#vPÒ B[Põ[÷P PõnUQøhUQßÓÚ.

“öPõ[øP¯º SÇõ® Snø»ö\# ÷Põm-

lº |ØöPõÊ¢÷u” (\®.÷uÁõ. 2649/3)

	 v¸÷Põmlº u»zvß ]Ó¨ø£¨ £õk® C¨£Sv 

AÆÅ›À EÒÍ ©[øP¯º JßÖTi ©QÌa]°À 

Snø» BiÚº GßQÓx.
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“öPõiöPõÒ ö\ÀÁ ÂÇõU Snø» 

AÓõ” (A¨.÷uÁõ.1386/ 1)                                                             

A¨£›ß ÷uÁõµzvÀ Á¸® ÷©ØPsh Á›PÒ 

v¸§¢x¸zv u»zx CøÓÁøÚ¨ £õkQÓx. 

öPõiPÒ Pmh¨ö£ØÖ ö\ÀÁ ö\È¨÷£õk 

BµÁõµzxhß ÂÇõU ÷Põ»® §sk Põg] 

|Pº Põm]¯ÎUS® GßQÓõº |õÄUPµ\º. 

Põg]¦µzvÀ Psh CøÓÁøµ {øÚÄ¨£kzv 

A[SÒÍ CøÓÁ¸® §¢x¸zv ]Á¨ö£¸©õÝ® 

J¸Á÷µ GÚ¨ £õkQÓõº.  C[SU Snø» Gß£x 

TzøuU SÔUPõx “ÂÇõU Snø» AÓõ” GßÖ 

v¸ÂÇõUPÎÀ ©UPÒ CøhÂhõx ©QÌa]°À 

GÊ¨¦® BµÁõµ J¼ø¯U SÔ¨¤kQÓx. 

“©»º©øÇ ö£õÈ¢ux G[S® ÁõÚ x¢x-

¤°ß |õu®

E»S G»õ® {øÓ¢x Â®© E®£¸® 

•ÛÁº & uõ•®

S»ÂÚº Pn[PÒ GÀ»õ® Snø» CmhÚ...”

	 (PõøµUPõÀ A®ø©¯õº ¦µõn® 52)

÷©ØPsh £õhÀ ö£›¯¦µõnzvÀ PõøµUPõÀ 

A®ø©¯õº ¦µõnzvÀ Ch®ö£¸QÓx. 

A®ø©¯õº ÷£# ÁiÁ® Gkzu Av\¯zøuU 

Psh Pn[PÒ Âsq»QÀ C¸¢x ©»º 

©øÇ ö£õÈ¢uÚ. x¢x¤PÎß Kø\ Âsön[S® 

{øÓ¢x J¼zux. ÁõÚÁ¸® •ÛÁºPÐ® 

©QÌa]°À S»Â J¼ GÊ¨¤ Snø» 

Cmk TzuõiÚº GßQÓx. Snø»¯õÚx 

J¸ ÁøP ©QÌa]U Tzx Gß£uøÚ²® Ax 

Áõ°¼¸¢x J¼ GÊ¨¤ BµÁõµzxhß 

Bh¨ö£Ö® GßÖ® C¨£vÄPÎß ÁÈ 

AÔ¯¨ö£ÖQÓx.

]»¨£vPõµ® Ai¯õºUS |À»õº Eøµ

	 ]»¨£vPõµzvØS 12B® ¡ØÓõsiÀ 

Ai¯õºUS |À»õµõÀ C¯ØÓ¨ö£ØÓ Eøµ°À 

Aµ[÷PØÖU Põøu°À £»ÁøP¯õÚ £õhÀPÒ, 

Tzx ÁøPPÒ _mh¨ö£ÖQßÓÚ. Á› Gmk 

ÁøP¨£k® GÚ GsÁøP Á›PøÍa _mi¯¨¤ß, 

“CÆÁ›ö¯ß£uøÚ¨ £ÀÁ›UTzx Gß£õ¸•Íº” 

(E.÷Á.\õ, 2013: 88) GßÖ £ÀÁ›UTzx-

PøÍ J¸ }sh £õh¼À SÔ¨¤kQÓõº.

“.. S¢vÁ¸® £õµß Snø»UTz & u¢v¯®÷£õ

uõk[ PÎöPõ#² •ÒÎ¨§ øÁ¯ÝUS¨

£õk®£õm hõk® £k£ÒÎ & |õhÔ²®

S®¥k |õh[ Snõmh[ Snõø»÷¯” 	

		  (E.÷Á.\õ, 2013: 88) 

	 £ÀÁ›UTzvøÚU SÔ¨¤k® C¨£hõ¼À 

“S¢vÁ¸® £õµß Snø»” GÚ Snø»²® 

SÔ¨¤h¨£mkÒÍx ÷|õUSuØS›¯x. ÷©¾® 

Snõø» GßÝ® Tzx uÛ÷¯ _mh¨ 

ö£ØÔ¸¨£uõÀ Cµsk® ÷ÁÖ ÷ÁÓõÚøÁ 

Gß£x® öuÎÁõQÓx.

£µo EÖ¨£õPU Snø» Tzx

	 15B® ¡ØÓõsiß ¤Ø£Sv°À ÁõÌ¢uÁµõÚ 

uzxÁµõ¯º AzøÁu ÷Áuõ¢uzøu¨ £õk 

ö£õ¸ÍõPU öPõsk uªÈÀ £À÷ÁÖ 

C»UQ¯[PøÍ¨ £øhzuÎzxÒÍõº. öÁSáÚ 

©UPÒ ö©õÈ¯À»õu Áhö©õÈ°÷»÷¯ ÷Áu®, 

÷Áuõ¢u® \õº¢u ö\#vPÒ AÔ¯¨£mk Á¢u 

{ø»°À AzøÁu ö|Ôø¯z uªÌ C»UQ¯zvß 

ÁÈ £õ©µ ©UPÐUS® öPõsk ÷\ºUP •¯ßÓÁµõP¨ 

÷£õØÓ¨£k£Áº uzxÁµõ¯µõÁõº.   Ah[Pß 

•øÓ (18 ¡ÀPøÍ AhUQ¯x), £õkxøÓ 

(£À÷ÁÖ C»UQ¯ ÁøPPÎÀ Aø©¢xÒÍ 

£õhÀPÒ), Áhö©õÈ°¾ÒÍ D_Áµ Røuø¯z 

uÊÂ uªÈÀ D_Áµ Røu, ¤µ®© Røu 

BQ¯ÁØøÓ C¯ØÔ²ÒÍõº. uªÌ ö©õÈ°À 

÷Áuõ¢u ©õºPzvØS ‰»U Pºzuº CÁ÷µ, GÚ 

•. A¸nõa\»•® C»UQ¯ ÁiÁ[PøÍ²® 

|õmk¨£õhÀ ÁiÁ[PøÍ²® £¯ß£kzvz 

uzxÁU P¸zxPÒ Aø©¢u £» £õhÀPøÍ¨ 

£õi¯Áº uzxÁµõ¯º Gß£Áº. AÁº ÷£õÀ ÷ÁÖ 

¯õ¸® AzuøÚ ÁiÁ[PøÍ¨ £¯ß£kzv¯ÁºPÒ 

CÀø» GÚ»õ®, GßÖ •. Áµuµõ\Úõ¸® 

SÔ¨¤kQßÓÚº. CÁ÷µ Snø» GßÝ® 

TzvøÚ •uß•u¼À C»UQ¯ ÁøP¯õP¨ 

£øhzxÒÍõº. 

	 Ah[Pß •øÓ°ÝÒ EÒÍ AgbÁøu¨£µo 

•ØÔ¾® E¸ÁP©õP Aø©¢u £µo ¡»õS®. 

AgbõÚzøu Agb÷Á¢uÚõPÄ® bõÚzøu 

bõÚ ÷Á¢uÚõPÄ® E¸ÁP¨£kzv S¸Âß 



64 £UP®

jkpopay; Ma;Tfs;: epfo;e;jdTk; epfo Ntz;LtdTk;

jpUj;jq;fy; ehlhu; fy;Y}hp> jkpo;j;Jiw nrd;id

bõÚzvÚõÀ AgbõÚ® AÈ¢uuõP ¡À 

Aø©UP¨ö£ØÖÒÍx. £µo C»UQ¯zvøÚ¨ 

¦x ö£õ¼Åmi ¦v¯ EÖ¨¦PøÍa ÷\ºzu 

uzxÁµõ¯º Snø» ÁõÌzx £Svø¯ BUQ²ÒÍõº. 

S¸Âß bõÚzvÚõÀ AgbõÚ® AÈ¢uøu¨ 

÷£õØÔ “÷uõzvµ©õQ¯ Snø» ÁõÌzx” 

Gß£uøÚ CÖv EÖ¨£õP Aø©UQÓõº B]›¯º. 

CvÀ 20 £õhÀPÒ Ch®ö£ØÖÒÍÚ. 

“©v°¼ ¯õÄÇÀ QßÓ|®ø©

©õ~h Úõ¯Á ÚõÍÁ¢u

Áv\¯ ÷©{øÚ¢ uõj÷µ

¯õºzöuÊ¢ uõºzöuÊ¢ uõj÷µ.” 		

		  (Agb.£µo 477)

Bz© bõÚªßÔ ¤Ó¨¦, CÓ¨¦ GßÝ® _Ç¼À 

EÇ¾QßÓ |®ø© ©õÛhµõ# S¸ ÁiÄ 

Gkzx ukzuõmöPõsh Av\¯zøu {øÚzx 

BµÁõ›zx BkÃº GÚ ÷©ØPsh £õhÀ 

ö£õ¸Ò u¸QÓx. 

“©u©öuÚ ÂÈö\õ›¯ ©°º¦ÍP® Áµ÷Á

SxSxöuÚ ÄÍ•¸S Snø»£» £»÷Á.”

			   (Agb.£µo 481)

PsPÎ¼¸¢x }º ö\õ›¯, ©°º ]¼ºUP Sx-

SxöÁÚ Bº£›zx EÍ® E¸Q øPumi 

£»Âu©õPU Snø» BkÁuõP¨ ¦»Áº 

£õkQÓõº. ©u©öuÚ (Enºa] Á¯¨£kuÀ), 

SxSxöuÚ (©QÌa]°À xÒÐuÀ), BºzöuÊ¢x 

Bj÷µ, |õ|õ Âu¨£h |õmh® Cmk 

(£»Âu©õÚ |hÚ[PÒ) GÚ C¨£Sv°À 

Ch®ö£Ö® ö\õØPÒ, Enºa]U SÔ¨¦PÒ, 

J¼U SÔ¨¦PÒ BQ¯øÁ Snø» TzuõÚx 

öÁØÔø¯z öuõhº¢x ©Ú GÊa]°ß Põµn©õP  

£µÁ\zxhß Bh¨ö£Ö® {PÌPø» Gß£uøÚ²® 

{PÌzu¨ö£Ö® `Çø»²® Bk÷Áõ›ß 

©ÚU÷Põ»zøu²® öÁÎ£kzxQÓx. 

£õkxøÓ²Ò Snø»

	 £À÷ÁÖ C»UQ¯ ÁøPPÎÀ £õhÀPøÍ 

EÒÍhUQ¯ £õkxøÓ°À Snø» GßÝ® 

uø»¨¦ C¸•øÓ Ch®ö£ØÖÒÍx. ö©õzu® 

8 £õhÀPÒ PõnUQøhUQßÓÚ.

... |õÁõµ ÷Áõv¯ |õ©÷Á u[PÐ

	 |©UQÛ ¯ø©²ö©ß ÔkSnø»

|®ªÀ÷Á Ôø»ö¯Ý¢ ußø© ̄ x®÷£õP

	 |õ÷©|õ ©õ÷Úõö©ß ÔkSnø». 	

		  (£õkxøÓ, Snø» 1)

÷Áu ¡ÀPøÍU PØÖ AÔ²® bõÚ® ÷£õx®. 

CøÓÁß ÷ÁÖ, |õß ÷ÁÖ AÀ»;  “|õ÷Ú 

PhÄÒ” GßÓ {ø»ø¯²® Ph¢x AuÛÀ {ßÓ 

“|õÝ®” AÈ¢x CøÓÁÝhß CµshÓU 

P»¢xÂmh {ø» £õh¨ö£ØÖÒÍx. A¢u 

EnºöÁÊa]°À ©QÌa]÷¯õk Snø» 

TzuõkP GßQÓx C¨£õhÀ. Bz© bõÚ® 

Aøh¢u ÷£›ß£zv¾® uÚx S¸ ö\õ¹£õÚ¢u›ß 

P¸øn°ÚõÀ bõÚ® Qmi¯øu¨ ÷£õØÔ²® 

Snø» £õhÀPÒ £õh¨ö£ÖQßÓÚ. 

	 £µo°ß Snø» ÁõÌzx¨ £Sv°¾ÒÍ 

£õhÀPÎß GsoUøPø¯ Âh £õkxøÓ°À 

SøÓÁõP÷Á Põn¨ö£ÖQßÓÚ. £õk ö£õ¸Ò 

~Pº÷Áõøµa \›¯õPa ö\ßÓøh¯ AuøÚ 

öÁÎ£kzx® FhP® ªP AÁ]¯©õQÓx. 

£Uv, uzxÁ® GÚ EnºÄP÷Íõk® BÌ©Úz 

÷uh÷»õk® öuõhº¦øh¯ ö£õ¸øÍ, 

GÎø©¯õP¨ £õ©µ ©UPÎh® öPõsk ÷\ºUP 

Gso¯ uzxÁµõ¯º AÁºPÍx £s£õm÷hõk® 

EnºÄP÷Íõk® ö|¸[Q¯ öuõhº¦øh¯ 

|õmhõº Pø» ÁiÁ[PøÍ ªP ~m£õPz 

÷uº¢öukzxU øP¯õskÒÍõº. uzxÁµõ¯÷µ 

•uß•u¼À Snø»ø¯ AgbÁøu¨ £µo°À 

C»UQ¯zvß EÖ¨£õPÄ® £õkxøÓ°À 

AuøÚz uÛ÷¯ ÁøPø©¯õPÄ® øP¯õskÒÍõº.

•iÄøµ

B#Âß ÁÈ AÔ¯ Á¸® •iÄPÍõÁÚ:

	 CÆÁõ#Ä uªÈß ]ØÔ»UQ¯ PÍg]¯zvÝÒ 

Snø»ø¯ BÁn¨£kzxQÓx. Snø» Tzvß 

•UQ¯ TÖPÍõPU øPUöPõmkuÀ, Enºa]¨ 

ö£õ[P GÊ¢x BhÀ, Áõ°À J¼ GÊ¨¦uÀ 

BQ¯øÁ _mh¨ö£ÖQßÓÚ. C»UQ¯a \õßÖPÒ 

CuøÚ ©QÌa]U Tzx GßÓ ÁøP°À 

öÁS]» Ch[PÎÀ _mi²ÒÍÚ. 
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	 Snø» GßÓ {PÌPø» CßÖ G[PõÁx 

{PÌzu¨£kQÓuõ? ÷ÁÖ Hx® £›nõ©® 

GkzxÒÍuõ? ¯õµõÀ {PÌzu¨ö£ÖQÓx? 

÷£õßÓ ÷PÒÂPÐUS |õmhõº Pø»PÒ 

SÔzuõÚ PÍ B#ÄPÒ Âøh¯ÎUP»õ®.

	 Snø» TzvøÚ •uß•u»õP C»UQ¯ 

ÁøP¯õPz uzxÁµõ¯º uÚx ¡¼À  £¯ß 

£kzv¯øu AÔ¯ •iQÓx. Snø»ø¯¨ 

÷£õßÖ Ai¯õºUS |À»õº £ÀÁ›UTzuõPU 

SÔ¨¤k® £õ®£õmi, £Pi, £PÁv ÷£õßÓ 

£» Pø»PøÍz uzxÁµõ¯º uÚx ¡ÀPÎÀ 

C»UQ¯©õUQ²ÒÍõº. u\õ[P EÖ¨¦PÐÒ 

JßÓõÚ ]ßÚ¨§ öÁs£õøÁ uÛö¯õ¸  

]ØÔ»UQ¯ ÁøP¯õPU øP¯õshÁ¸® CÁ÷µ 

Gß£x SÔ¨¤hzuUPx. ÁøP¨£õmi¯À B#ÂÀ 

÷©»õ#ÄU PÍ©õP CÆÂ»UQ¯ ÁøPø©PÒ 

SÔzu B#ÄPøÍ {PÌzu ÷Ási¯ 

÷uøÁø¯²® CÆÁõ#Ä EnºzxQÓx. 

\õßÖ¨ £mi¯À

1.	 	A¸nõa\»® •., uªÌ C»UQ¯ Áµ»õÖ 

(£vøÚ¢uõ® ¡ØÓõsk), Põ¢v 

Âz¯õ»¯®, ©õ³µ®, 1969.

2.	 	A¸nõa\» •u¼¯õº (öuõ.B.),  

£õkxøÓ, BvP»õ{v Aa_UTh®,  

ö\ßøÚ, 1947. 

3.	 	Pvøµ÷ÁØ¤ÒøÍ |õ., uªÌ ö©õÈ 

APµõv (ö\®£v¨¦), \õµuõ £v¨£P®, 

ö\ßøÚ, |õßPõ® £v¨¦, 2009.

4.	 	\õª|õøu#¯º E.÷Á (£.B)., 

]»¨£vPõµ ‰»•® A¸®£uÄøµ²® 

Ai¯õºUS |À»õ¸øµ²®,E. ÷Á.  

\õª|õøu#¯º ¡À {ø»¯®, ö\ßøÚ, 

£ßÛöµshõ® £v¨¦, 2013.

5.	 	_¨¤µ©o¯ß \.÷Á., uªÌ C»UQ¯ 
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