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Abstract
The five great Tamil epics — Silappatikaram, Manimekalai, Seevaga Sinthamani, 
Valayapathi, and Kundalakesi — place female characters at the very center of their 
narratives. Women in these works are portrayed as autonomous decision-makers, seekers 
of justice, practitioners of penance, and voices of social transformation. Characters 
such as Kannaki, Manimekalai, and Kundalakesi stand as powerful symbols of feminist 
thought. Composed by male authors, these epics champion the cause of womanhood by 
highlighting women’s unique talents, courage, and dedication. The epics collectively 
affirm that the world’s progress is entwined with the strength of women. This paper 
examines the feminist ideas embedded in the five great Tamil epics and explores how 
womanhood is foregrounded as a central force of moral and social significance.
Keywords: Five Great Epics, Feminism, Kannaki, Manimekalai, Kundalakesi, Seevaga 
Sinthamani, Valayapathi, Female Characters, Post-Sangam Literature.
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©. ¡ºáíõß

EuÂ¨ ÷£µõ]›¯º, uªÇõ#ÄzxøÓ

u¢øu ö£›¯õº Aµ_ Pø» ©ØÖ® AÔÂ¯À PÀ¿›(u), v¸a]µõ¨£ÒÎ

B#Äa _¸UP®

I®ö£¸® Põ¨¤¯[PÍõÚ ]»¨£vPõµ®, ©o÷©Pø», ^ÁP ]¢uõ©o, ÁøÍ¯õ£v ©ØÖ® 

Ssh»÷P] BQ¯ÁØÔÀ ö£s £õzvµ[PÒ ø©¯©õÚ ChzvøÚ¨ ö£ÖQßÓÚ. C¢u ¡ÀPÎÀ 

ö£sPÒ ußÛaø\¯õP •iöÁkzuÀ, }v ÷PmhÀ, uÁ® ö\#uÀ, AÔÄUTºø© ©ØÖ® 

\‰P ©õØÓzvØPõÚ SµÀ öPõk¨£ÁºPÍõPa ]zu›UP¨£mkÒÍÚº. PsnQ, ©o÷©Pø», 

Ssh»÷P] ÷£õßÓ Puõ£õzvµ[PÒ ö£so¯ ]¢uøÚ°ß Á¼ø©¯õÚ ]ßÚ[PÍõP 

ÂÍ[SQßÓÚ. BsPÍõÀ £øhUP¨£mh C¢uU Põ¨¤¯[PÒ, ö£sø©ø¯ ø©¯¨£kzv¯uß 

‰»® \‰PzvØS¨ ö£soß uÛzvÓø©, xoa\À, Aº¨£o¨¦ BQ¯ÁØøÓ GkzxøµUQßÓÚ. 

CUPmkøµ, I®ö£¸® Põ¨¤¯[PÎÀ Põn¨£k® ö£so¯a ]¢uøÚPøÍ Bµõ#QÓx.

vÓÄaö\õØPÒ: I®ö£¸® Põ¨¤¯[PÒ, ö£so¯®, PsnQ, ©o÷©Pø», Ssh»÷P], ^ÁP 
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ÁõÌøÁ²®, PsnQ A}vUS GvµõÚ 

÷£õµõmhzøu²® •ßøÁUQßÓÚ.  J¸ 

ö£s uÚUS›¯ E›ø©PøÍ AÔ¢x 

Enº¢x AußÁÈ ußøÚ {ø» 

{ÖzvU öPõÒÁ÷u ö£so¯® ÷£_uÀ 

BS®. C¨ö£so¯a ]¢uøÚ 
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÷uõßÔ¯ ]»¨£vPõµ® uªÌ C»UQ¯ 

Áµ»õØÔß v¸¨¦•øÚ¯õP Aø©¢ux. 
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]Ó¨ø£ Á¼²Özu, Á¼ø©¯õP¨ £vÄ 
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	 ]»¨£vPõµzøu¨ ÷£õ»÷Á ¦xø©¯õP¨, 

¦µm]¯õPU Põ¨¤¯® £øhUP EÍ® 

öPõsh \õzuÚõ¸® PsnQ°ß 
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©PøÍ •ußø©¨£kzv ©o÷©Pø»U 

Põ¨¤¯zøu E»QÛØSz u¢uõº. J¸ 

ö£soß £À÷ÁÖ vÓøÚ •ÊÁx©õP 

E»QØS Gkzxa ö\õßÚ Põ¨¤¯® 

©o÷©Pø»¯õS®. \‰PzvØS 

|À]¢uøÚPøÍ GkzxøµUP C® 

©o÷©Pø»÷¯ \õzuÚõ¸US¨ 

£¯ß£mi¸UQÓõÒ.

	 Gzußø© öPõshÁµõP C¸¢uõ¾® 

\›, GzuÁÖ ¦›¢uÁºPÍõP C¸¢uõ¾® 

\› AuøÚ ©õØÖuÀ, v¸zxuÀ Gß£x 

•i²® GßÓ P¸zøu {ø»{Özu 

©o÷©Pø» C[S •ßÛ¸zu¨£mi¸¨£øuU  

Põn•iQßÓx. \‰P©õØÓzvØS 

C¨ö£s÷n Põµn©õQßÓõÒ Aa\®, 
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