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Abstract

Thirukkural is the most celebrated work in Tamil literature, having received numerous
commentaries. Many commentaries on Thirukkural continue to be published over time;
they are countless. Ten commentators Dharmar, Manakkudavar, Thamatthar, Nachchar,
Parithiyar, Parimelazhagar, Thirumalaiyar, Mallar, Paripperumal, and Kalingarhave
written commentaries on Thirukkural. Their period is known to be from the 10th century
AD to the 13th century AD. Of these ten, only the commentaries of Manakkudavar,
Paripperumal, Parithiyar, Kalingar, and Parimelazhagar are available to date. This
article focuses on examining the Tolkappiyam techniques employed in Parimelazhagar’s
commentary.
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Abstract

Literature serves as a mirror of time that vividly captures and reflects the life of the
Tamil people. Sangam literature, which includes both Ettuthokai (Eight Anthologies) and
Pathuppau (Ten 1dylls), is a great gift bestowed upon the Tamils. Likewise, the ancient
grammatical treatise Tolkappiyam is worthy of high praise. This article seeks to explain
how the eight types of Meippadu described by Tolkappiyar are recorded and reflected in
the verses of Kalithogai.

Keywords: Kalithogai, Meippadu, Body Signs, Physical Gestures, Nagai (Laughter/Smile),
Azhugai (Crying/Weeping), Ilivaral (Humiliation/Disgrace), Marutkai (Astonishment/
Wonder), Achcham (Fear), Veguli (Anger), Perumitham (Pride), Uvakai (Joy/Delight)
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