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Abstract 
The venerable Tamil language boasts a rich heritage of literature and grammar. 
Throughout its evolution, both literary and grammatical forms have undergone significant 
transformation and advancement. This paper delineates scholarly investigations into 
Tamil prosody that have been completed and identifies areas necessitating further inquiry. 
Tholkappiyam’s ‘Seyyuliyal’ stands as the foundational text in prosodic studies. The 
analysis further elucidates the progression of prosody within subsequent grammatical 
treatises and examines prosodic elements embedded within literary works.
Keywords: Tholkappiyam Seyyuliyal, Prosodic Grammatical Texts, Prosodic Evolution, 
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¯õ¨¤¯À B#ÄPÒ: {PÌ¢uÚÄ® {PÌzu¨£h ÷Ási¯ÚÄ®

•øÚÁº S. •uØ£õÁ»º

EuÂ¨ ÷£µõ]›¯º, uªÌzxøÓ (uß{v¨ ¤›Ä) 

ö\ßøÚU QÔzuÁU PÀ¿› (ußÚõm]), ö\ßøÚ

B#Äa _¸UP® 

öuõßø© ªUP uªÌö©õÈ, ÁÍªUP C»UQ¯[PøÍ²® C»UPn[PøÍ²® öPõshuõP 

ÂÍ[SQßÓx. Põ»¢÷uõÖ® C»UQ¯zv¾® C»UPnzv¾® ©õØÓ•® ÁÍºa]²® HØ£m-

kÒÍÚ. uªÌ ¯õ¨¤¯À öuõhº£õP {PÌzu¨£mh B#ÄPøÍ²® CÛ {PÌzu ÷Ási¯ B#ÄPÐ®  

CUPmkøµ°À Ch®ö£ØÖÒÍÚ. ¯õ¨¤¯À SÔzu ¡ÀPÎÀ •u¼À öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Î¯À 

Ch®ö£ÖQßÓx. AuøÚz öuõhº¢x Á¢u C»UPn ¡ÀPÎß ¯õ¨¤¯À ÁÍºa], C»UQ¯[PÎÀ 

Aø©¢xÒÍ ¯õ¨¤¯À ö\#vPÒ SÔzu B#ÄPÒ ÂÍUP¨ö£ØÖÒÍÚ. 

vÓÄa ö\õØPÒ: öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Î¯À, ¯õ¨¤»UPn ¡ÀPÒ, ¯õ¨¤¯À ÁÍºa], C»UQ¯ 

ÁøPPÒ, ¡»õ#ÄPÒ, •øÚÁº £mh B#ÄPÒ.

	 öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® SÔzx¨ £À÷ÁÖ 

B#ÄPÒ ÷uõßÔ²ÒÍÚ. AÁØÖÒ 

öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® TÖ® ö\#²Ò EÖ¨¦PÒ 

öuõhº£õPU SÔ¨¤hzuUP B#ÄPÒ 

{PÌ¢xÒÍÚ. uªÌ ¯õ¨¤¯ø» Bµõ#¢u 

B#ÁõÍº £»¸® öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a 

ö\#²Î¯¼ß  ¯õ¨¤¯À ö\#vPøÍ 

Bµõ#¢xÒÍÚº. A. ]u®£µ|õuß  

ö\mi¯õº, ÷\õ.|. P¢u\õª, ¯. ©oPshß 

•u¼÷¯õº uªÌ ¯õ¨¤»UPn ÁÍºa] 

öuõhº£õÚ B#ÄPÎÀ öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a 

ö\#²Î¯À öuõhº£õÚ ö\#vPøÍ¨ £Sv 

{ø»°À SÔ¨¤mkÒÍÚº. 

	 uªÇsn¼ß “÷|õUS” (1985), “\[P 

C»UQ¯ J¨¥k & C»UQ¯ ÁøPPÒ” 

(Cµshõ® £v¨¦, 2011), “\[P C»UQ¯ 

J¨¥k & C»UQ¯U öPõÒøPPÒ” (|õßPõ® 

£v¨¦, 2014), “öuõÀPõ¨¤¯›ß C»UQ¯U 

öPõÒøPPÒ” (£õP®&1 Cµshõ® £v¨¦, 

2011, £õP® & 2, 2012) BQ¯ ¡ÀPÐ® 

ö\.øÁ. \s•Pzvß “ö£õ¸Î»UPnU 

÷Põm£õk öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® öuõSv & 2 

¯õ¨¦® ÷|õUS®” (2011) GßÝ® ¡¾®, Cµõ. 

Cµõ\÷Põ£õ»Ûß “C»UQ¯ ÁÚ¨¦PÒ” 

(1987) GßÝ® ¡¾® Czöuõhº¤À 

SÔ¨¤hzuUPÚ. 

	 A. \s•Puõêß “uªÈß £õ 

ÁiÁ[PÒ” (1998) GßÝ® ¡À Áµ»õØÖ¨ 

¤ßÚo°À uªÌ¨ £õ ÁiÁ[PøÍ 

ÂÍUQ²ÒÍx. |.Ã.ö\¯µõ©Ûß “¯õ¨¤¯À 

vÓÚõ#Ä” (2000) GßÝ® ¡À uªÌ 

¯õ¨¤¯ø»z öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® TÖ® ©µ¦ 

¤ØPõ» ¯õ¨¤»UPn ¡ÀPÒ TÖ® ©µ¦ 

GßÝ® Ai¨£øh°À Bµõ#¢xÒÍx. 

AiPÍõ]›¯›ß, “öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Î¯À 

Bµõ#a]” (2008) GßÝ® ¡À öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a 

ö\#²Î¯ø» Bµõ#¢xÒÍx. Cµõ. 

Cµõ÷\¢vµÛß “PõUøP£õiÛ¯•® 

öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Î¯¾® J¨£õ#Ä” 

(2010) GßÝ® ¡À öuõÀPõ¨¤¯ 

¯õ¨¤¯ø»²® PõUøP£õiÛ¯ 

¯õ¨¤¯ø»²® Bµõ#¢v¸UQßÓx. 

	 öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Î¯ø» ©mk® 

uÛzu B#Ä¨ ö£õ¸ÍõPU öPõsh 

B#ÄPÐ® {PÌ¢xÒÍÚ. AÁØÖÒ, 

“öuõÀPõ¨¤¯U PÂøu°¯À” ÁiÁ® & 
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£õkö£õ¸Ò & Ezv & ÁøPPÒ (2015) 

GßÝ® ¡ø» Cµõ. \®£z (£.B.) 

¦xa÷\› ö©õÈ°¯À £s£õmk Bµõ#a] 

{ÖÁÚzvß ‰»® öÁÎ°mkÒÍõº. 

Aøu¨÷£õ»÷Á E»Pz uªÇõµõ#a] 

{ÖÁÚzvß ‰»® Cµõ. ^ÛÁõ\ß,  

÷\. ̂ ÛÁõ\ß BQ÷¯õøµ¨ £v¨£õ]›¯µõPU 

öPõsk öÁÎÁ¢u ¡À “öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a 

ö\#²Î¯À: ¦»ö|Ô C»UQ¯ ÁÇUS” 

(2015) CÆÂµsk ¡ÀPÐ® öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a 

ö\#²Î¯À SÔzx {PÌzu£¨£mh 

£°»µ[S EøµPÎß öuõS¨£õS®. 

	 öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Î¯¼À 

Ch®ö£ØÖÒÍ ÁiÁ EÖ¨¦PÒ, J¼ 

EÖ¨¦PÒ, ÁÚ¨¦Ö¨¦PÒ •u¼¯ÁØøÓ 

©mk® ø©¯©õPU öPõska ö\ßøÚ¨ 

£ÀPø»UPÇPzvÀ “öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Ò 

EÖ¨¦PÒ Eøµ¯õ]›¯ºPÒ ÷|õUS” 

(2017) GßÝ® uø»¨¤À S. •uØ£õÁ»º 

•øÚÁº £mh B#ÂøÚ {PÌzv²ÒÍõº. 

CÆÁõ#÷Ák ¤ßÚº 2021CÀ •zuªÌ 

{ø»¯zvÀ ¡»õPÄ® öÁÎÁ¢xÒÍx 

SÔ¨¤hzuUPx. ÷©¾® ö£. ©õøu¯ß 

“öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Ò EÖ¨¦PÒ 

& «ÒÁõ]¨¦” (2023) GßÝ® ¡ø» 

GÊv²ÒÍõº. CvÀ •ßÚ®, xøÓ, PÍ®, 

Põ»®, ÷|õUS, ö£õ¸ÒÁøP, ¯õ¨¦ 

•u¼¯ öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Ò EÖ¨¦PÒ 

Bµõ¯¨ö£ØÖÒÚ. 

	 £õ. öá#P÷næß “uªÌ C»UPn 

Eøµ Áµ»õÖ: ¯õ¨¤¯À EøµPÒ” (2009), 

PßÛ¯® A. \wæß “uªÌ ¯õ¨¤¯À 

©µ¦PÐ® ¦Ó|õÞØÖ ¯õ¨¤¯¾®” (2011), 

B. ÷Á¾©o°ß “ö\#²Î¯À ÷Põm£kPÒ 

& öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® •uÀ C»UPnÂÍUP® 

Áøµ” (2012), •. Pìy›°ß “£zx¨£õmk 

¯õ¨¤¯À” (2014) •u¼¯øÁ £Sv {ø»°À 

öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® SÔ¨¤k® ö\#²Ò 

EÖ¨¦PÒ £ØÔ¨ ÷£]²ÒÍÚ.

¯õ¨¤»UPn ÁÍºa]°øÚ Bµõ#¢u 

B#ÄPÒ 

	 uªÌ ¯õ¨¤¯ø» •uß•u¼À Bµõ#¢u 

A. ]u®£µ|õuß ö\mi¯õ›ß “uªÌ 

¯õ¨¤¯À E¯µõ#Ä” (Advanced Studies in Tamil  
Prosody (being a history of Tamil Prosody upto the 10th Century 

A.D.), 1943) GßÝ® B#÷Ák öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® 

öuõh[Q¨ £zuõ® ¡ØÓõsk Áøµ°»õÚ 

¯õ¨¤¯ø» Bµõ#øP°À öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® 

SÔ¨¤k® ö\#²Ò EÖ¨¦PÒ SÔzx 

Eøµ¯õ]›¯ºPÒ u¸® P¸zxPøÍ²® 

EÒÍhUQ Bµõ#¢v¸UQßÓx. AßÛuõ©]ß 

“Põ»¢÷uõÖ® uªÌ ¯õ¨¦” (Tamil Prosody 

through the Ages, 1974) GßÝ® B#÷Ák £Sv 

{ø»°À Bµõ#¢xÒÍx. ÷\õ.|. P¢u\õª°ß 

“uªÌ ¯õ¨¤¯¼ß ÷uõØÓ•® ÁÍºa]²®” 

(•uÀ öuõSv & •uØ£õP®,1989)  GßÝ® 

¡À öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® öuõh[Q¨ ¤ßÚº 

Á¢u AøÚzx ¯õ¨¤»UPn ©µ¦PøÍ²® 

ÁÍºa] {ø»PøÍ²® Bµõ#¢v¸UQßÓx. 

uªÌ ¯õ¨¤¯ø» Bµõ#¢u •øÚÁº£mh 

B#ÄPÒ ]» ¯õ¨¤»UPn ÁÍºa] 

Áµ»õØøÓ Bµõ#¢xÒÍÚ AÁØÖÒ, 

Cµõ. Cµõ÷\¢vµÛß “uªÌ ¯õ¨¤»UPn 

ÁÍºa]” (1992), ¯.©oPshÛß “uªÈÀ 

¯õ¨¤»UPn ÁÍºa]” (2000), \¢vµõ 

Q¸ènÛß “öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Î¯À 

¯õ¨£¸[P»® & J¨£õ#Ä” (2000) BQ¯Ú 

SÔ¨¤hzuUP B#ÄPÒ BS®.

C»UQ¯[PÎÀ Aø©¢xÒÍ ¯õ¨¤¯À 

SÔzu B#ÄPÒ 

	 C»UQ¯[PÎÀ EÒÍ ̄ õ¨¤¯À TÖPøÍ 

GkzxUPõmk® •ußø©¯õÚ B#ÁõP 

|.Ã.ö\¯µõ©ß “]»¨£vPõµ ¯õ¨£ø©v” 

(1977), A.¤aø\°ß “\[P ¯õ¨¦” (1980) 

SÔ¨¤h»õ®. CuøÚz öuõhº¢x PßÛ¯® 

A. \væß “uªÌ ¯õ¨¤¯À ©µ¦PÐ® 

¦Ó|õÞØÖ ¯õ¨¤¯¾®” (2011), •. 

Pìy›°ß “£zx£õmk ¯õ¨¤¯À” (2009), 

©. ©Põö»m_ª°ß “uªÌU Põ¨¤¯[PÎß 
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¯õ¨£ø©v ]Ó¨£õ#Ä: ÂÀ¼£õµu®” (2009), 

\. £õµv°ß “^ÁP]¢uõ©o°ß ¯õ¨£ø©v”  

(2012), ©õ. §[S©›°ß “ö£›¯ ¦µõn 

¯õ¨¤¯À” (2011), £. v¸bõÚ\© £¢uzvß 

“£vöÚs RÌUPnUS ¯õ¨¤¯À” (2014), 

A. ÷©õPÚõÂß “÷uÁõµ ¯õ¨¤¯À” 

(2015) P. \]°ß “P¢u¦µõn ¯õ¨¤¯À” 

(2016), \. E©õ÷uÂ°ß “v¸ÂøÍ¯õhØ 

¦µõn ¯õ¨¤¯À” (2018), öá. 

CµõuõQ¸ènÛß “¤µ£¢u ¯õ¨¤¯À: 

P»®£P®” (2018) •u¼¯ B#ÄPÒ uªÈÀ 

EÒÍ C»UQ¯ ÁøPPÒ SÔzu 

B#ÄPÍõS®. ÷©¾® Pa]¯¨£ •ÛÁ›ß 

¯õ¨¤¯À (2022), QÔzuÁU Põ¨¤¯[PÎß 

¯õ¨¤¯À, £ÒÐ (2022), SÓÁg]°ß 

¯õ¨¤¯À (2023), uÛ¨£õhÀPÎß 

¯õ¨¤¯À (2025) GßÝ® uø»¨¦PÎÀ 

•øÓ÷¯ ÷»õ÷PìÁ›, Põ. »õµßì ÷áõ\¨ 

öá£µzvÚ®, H. PÂuõ, ]. CÍ[÷Põ 

BQ÷¯õº B#Ä ö\#xÒÍÚº. CøÁ¯õÄ® 

SÔ¨¤mh C»UQ¯zvÀ Aø©¢xÒÍ 

¯õ¨¤¯ø»a ]Ó¨£õP Bµõ#¢xÒÍÚ.  

£õ ÁiÁ[P, CÚ ÁiÁ[PÒ, CÚÂÚ[PÒ, 

÷©õøÚ, GxøP EÒÎmh öuõøh |»ßPÒ 

•u¼¯ ¯õ¨¤¯À TÖPøÍ ~m£©õP 

Bµõ#¢x öÁÎ¨£kzv¯ B#ÄPÒ BS®.  

	 A. ¤aø\, |.Ã. ö\¯µõ©ß BQ÷¯õ›ß 

B#ÄPøÍz uÂµ ªØÓ B#ÄPÒ ¯õÄ® 

ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇPzvÀ ¯. ©oP-

shÛß ÷©Ø£õºøÁ°À {PÌzu¨ö£ØÓ 

•øÚÁº £mh B#ÄPÒ Gß£x 

SÔ¨¤hzuUPuõS®.

	 ¯õ¨¤¯¼À EÖ¨¦PÎÀ JßÓõÚ £õ 

ÁiÁ[PÎß ÁÍºa], Áµ»õØøÓU 

SÔ¨¤k® B#ÄPÍõP “uªÌ ¯õ¨¦ ÁiÁ 

ÁÍºa] Áµ»õÖ: öÁs£õ ¯õ¨¦” (2009), 

uªÌ¨ £õ ÁiÁ[PÒ : Ág]¨£õ” (2004), 

“uªÌ¨ £õ ÁiÁ[PÒ : PmhøÍ¨ £õUPÒ” 

(2009), uªÌ ¯õ¨¦ ÁiÁ ÁÍºa] Áµ»õÖ : 

SÓÒ öÁs£õ ̄ õ¨¦ (2010) ÷£õßÓÁØøÓU 

SÔ¨¤h»õ®. ÷©¾® ¯õ¨¤¯À SÔzu 

B#Â¯À {øÓbº £mh B#ÄPÎß  

£mi¯À ¤ßÛøn¨¤À AÎUP¨£mkÒÍx.

	 ¯õ¨¤¯À Pø»aö\õÀ»Pµõv APµ 

Á›ø\¨£kzv¨ ö£õ¸Ò TÖ® ÁøP°À 

Aø©¢u ̄ õ¨¤¯À Pø»a ö\õÀ»Pµõv (1983) 

GßÓ B#÷Ák C¸ £SvPøÍ²øh¯x. •uÀ 

£Sv ¯õ¨¤¯À ÁÍºa] Áµ»õÖ, 

¯õ¨£¸[P»®, ¯õ¨£¸[P»U Põ›øP 

÷ÁÖ£õk Pø»aö\õÀ»Pµõv & ÁÍºa] 

Áµ»õÖ GÚÄ®, Cµshõ® £Sv ¯õ¨¤¯À 

Pø»a ö\õÀ»Pµõv (P»®, Põ›øP ©mk®) 

GÚÄ® Aø©¢xÒÍx.

{PÌzu ÷Ási¯ ¯õ¨¤¯À B#ÄPÒ 

	 öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® •uÀ £À÷ÁÖ 

C»UPn[PÒ, \[P C»UQ¯® •uÀ £À÷ÁÖ 

C»UQ¯ ÁøPPÒ SÔzu ¯õ¨¤¯À B#ÄPÒ 

PÛ\©õÚ AÍÂÀ |øhö£ØÖÒÍÚ. 

CvÀ ö£¸®£õ»õÚ B#ÄPÒ ö\ßøÚ¨ 

£ÀPø»UPÇP®, ¯. ©oPshÛß 

÷©Ø£õºøÁ°À {PÌzu¨ö£ØÓ B#ÄPÒ 

BS®. 

	 öuõÀPõ¨¤¯a ö\#²Î¯ø»¨ ö£õÖzuÁøµ 

AP¨£õmk EÖ¨¦PÍõÚ vøn, TØÖ, 

PÍ® •u¼¯øÁ \õº¢u uÛzu B#ÄPÒ 

{PÌzu¨£h ÷Ásk®. ÷uÁõµ®, ö£›¯ 

¦µõn ¯õ¨¤¯ø»¨ ÷£õ» ¤Ó £ßÛ¸ 

v¸•øÓPÒ SÔzu B#ÄPÒ {PÌzu¨£h 

÷Ási¯ ÷uøÁ EÒÍx. Aøu¨÷£õ»÷Á 

|õ»õ°µz vÆ¯ ¤µ£¢u[PÒ, ]zuº 

C»UQ¯[PÒ, P»®£P®, £ÒÐ, SÓÁg] 

uÂºzu HøÚ¯ ]ØÔ»UQ¯[PÒ SÔzu 

uÛzu B#ÄPÒ {PÌzu¨£h ÷Ásk®. 

	 Põ»¢÷uõÖ® ÷uõßÔ¯ ¦»ÁºPÎß 

uÛzu ¯õ¨¤¯À BÐø©ø¯ 

öÁÎ¨£kzx® B#ÄPÐ® Põ»zvß 

÷uøÁ¯õP EÒÍx. AÆÁøP°À 

©õoUPÁõ\Pº, v¸‰»º, A¸nQ›|õuº, 

£miÚzuõº, ]Á¨¤µPõ\º •u¼÷¯õº  

\õº¢x® CøhUPõ»¨ ¦»ÁºPÎß ̄ õ¨¤¯À 

vÓßPøÍ öÁÎUöPõn¸® ÁøP°À 
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B#ÄPÒ {PÌzu¨£k÷©¯õÚõÀ GvºPõ»zvÀ  

KµÍ÷ÁÝ® ¯õ¨¤¯À SÔzu B#ÄPÒ 

{øÓÁÎUS® ÁøP°À Aø©²®. uØ÷£õx 

EÒÍ B#Äa `Ç¼À C»Un[PÒ SÔzu 

B#ÄPÒ Av¾® SÔ¨£õP ¯õ¨£õ#ÄPÒ 

{PÌzxÁvÀ B#ÁõÍºPÒ £»¸® BºÁ® 

PõmkvÀø» Gß£x Á¸zu©ÎUS® 

ö\#v¯õS®. 

Cøn¨¦

	 ¯õ¨¤¯À öuõhº£õP |øhö£ØÖÒÍ 

ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP B#Â¯À {øÓbº 

£mh B#ÄPÎÀ ]»: 

·· 	|õµõ¯n\õª, ].Bº., ¯õ¨£¸[P»U 

Põ›øP Sn\õPµº   Eøµ Kº B#Ä,  

ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP®, 1980.

·· 	÷uÁµõ_, |., ¯õ¨¤¯À Pø»a  

ö\õÀ»Pµõv, ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»U 

PÇP®, 1984. 

·· 	¤µ\ßÚõ, ö\.µõ., £v¨¦UPø» ÁÍºa] 

(¯õ¨£¸[P»UPõ›øP),   ö\ßøÚ¨ 

£ÀPø»UPÇP®, 1984.

·· 	\[Pµ|õµõ¯nß, ö£., PõÁia ]¢vß 

¯õ¨£ø©¨¦, ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»U 

PÇP®, 1993.

·· 	©oPshß, ¯., uªÌ ¯õ¨¤¯À 

Ai¯ø©¨¦, ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»U 

PÇP®, 1996.

·· 	ãÁõÚ¢u®, Cµõ., u. \µÁnzuªÇÛß 

¯õ¨¦¡À, ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP®, 

2008.

·· 	ö\¢vÀ, S._., Amh¨¤µ£¢u ¯õ¨£ø©v, 

ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP®, 2008.

·· 	u[P»m_ª, |õ, £ÒÐ C»UQ¯[PÎÀ 

¯õ¨£ø©v, ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP®, 

2008.

·· 	Cµ÷©è, v.A., uªÌ¨ £õ ÁiÁ[PÒ: 

PmhøÍ¨ £õUPÒ, ö\ßøÚ¨ 

£ÀPø»UPÇP®, 2009.

·· 	\], P., uªÌ ¯õ¨¦ ÁiÁ ÁÍºa] 

Áµ»õÖ : SÓÒ öÁs£õ, ö\ßøÚ¨ 

£ÀPø»UPÇP®, 2010.

·· 	öÁ[P÷h\ß, A., }»÷P]°ß ̄ õ¨¤¯À, 

ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP®, 2011.

·· 	 \[Ruõ, uÛ¨£õhÀ vµmiß ¯õ¨£ø©v 

(öÁs£õ, B]›¯¨£õ }[P»õP),  

ö\ßøÚ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP®, 2013.	

·· 	\zv¯õ, |õ., A›a\¢vµ ¦µõnzvÀ 
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