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Abstract
Tamil life had attained prosperity more than 2,000 years ago. Their way of life was framed not only as 
a right for humankind but also as one that embraced all living beings. There have been some among 
the Tamils who, understanding the true essence of this noble way of life, have sought to convey it to 
the world so that all may live in happiness. Among the religions evolved and practiced by such Tamils, 
Saivism and Vaishnavism are the most ancient. The religion that worships Lord Siva as the Supreme 
Deity is known as Saivism. Likewise, the religion that worships Vishnu, known as Thirumal, as the 
Supreme Deity is called Vaishnavism. The credit for systematizing these two religious doctrines into 
philosophical systems belongs to the Tamil people. Based on the philosophical principles of Saivism, 
Meykandar formulated the philosophical system known as Saiva Siddhanta. Similarly, Ramanuja, 
taking as his foundation the Nalayira Divya Prabandham—the collection of the sacred hymns of 
the Alvars—formulated the philosophical doctrine called Vishishtadvaita. An ancient saying that 
explains the nature of God is, “He exists in the pillar and He exists in the speck.” The Tolkappiyam, 
the ancient Tamil grammatical treatise, states “Māyōn mēya kāḍurai ulagam,” which indicates that 
the worship of Thirumal was practiced by the ancient Tamils. The term Māyōn refers to Thirumal 
of dark complexion. Thirumal is regarded as the primal deity of the Vedas. Vaishnavism is founded 
on the three fundamental principles of the soul (ātma), matter, and God (Īśvara). It stands as a rich 
treasury of the Tamil people’s religion, art, literature, culture, and way of life.
Keywords: Sidhu - soul, Asidhu - substance, Eeswaran - God, Mayon - the dark-skinned Lord, Andam 
- the world, Sagalam - everything, Azhi - the ocean, Nayam - beauty, grace, Soul liberation - liberati
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uªÇº ÁõÌÂÀ øÁnÁ®

•øÚÁº A. ©»ºÂÈ

Cøn¨@£µõ]›¯º, uªÌzxøÓ 

v¸zu[PÀ |õhõº PÀ¿›, öŒßøÚ

B#Äa _¸UP®

uªÇº ÁõÌÄ 2000 BskPÐUS •ß÷£ ÁÍ® ö£ØÓ JßÖ.  AÁºPÍx ÁõÌUøP E»QÀ 

ÁõÊ® ©Ûu CÚzxUS ©mkªßÔ E°›Ú® AøÚzvØS® E›ø©¯õP Aø©¢uøÁ GÀ»õ¸® 

Cß¦ØÖ C¸UP {øÚUS® uªÇº u® ÁõÌÂ¯ø» Esø© |»zøu Enº¢x E»SUS 

Enºzx£ÁºPÒ ]»º. AzuøP¯ uªÇº Psh \©¯[PÎÀ öuõßø©¯õÚøÁ ø\Á•® øÁnÁ® 

BS®.]Áö£¸©õøÚ •Ê•uØ PhÄÍõPU öPõsk ÁÈ£kQßÓ \©¯® ø\Á \©¯©õS®. Ax 

÷£õßÖ v¸©õÀ GÚ¨£k® ÂèqøÁ •Ê•uØ PhÄÍõPU öPõsk ÁÈ£k® \©¯® øÁnÁ \©¯® 

BS®.C¢u Cµsk \©¯ ÷Põm£õkPøÍ²® uzxÁ ]¢uøÚPÍõP ÁSzx Psh ö£¸ø©²® 

uªÈÚzvØS›¯x. ø\Á \©¯ ÷Põm£õmk ]¢uøÚPøÍ Ai¨£øh¯õPU öPõsk ö©#Pshõº 
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èhõzxøÁu® GßÝ® uzxÁ ö|Ôø¯ ÁSzuõº. CøÓÁß GßÝ® ö£õ¸øÍ ÂÍUP GÊ¢u 

£Çö©õÈ÷¯ yo¾® C¸¨£õß x¸®¤¾® C¸¨£õß Gß£uõS®. ©õ÷¯õß ÷©¯ PõkøÓ E»P® 

GßÖ uªÈß öuõßø© ¡»õQ¯ öuõÀPõ¨¤¯® TÖÁuõÀ v¸©õÀ ÁÈ£õk £Ç® uªÇº ÁÈ£õk 

Gß£x ÂÍ[S®. ©õ÷¯õß Gß£x P›¯ {Ó•øh¯ v¸©õø» SÔUS®. v¸©õÀ ÷Áu •uÀÁÚõP 

ÂÍ[SQßÓõß. Bß©õ, ö£õ¸Ò, DìÁµß BQ¯ ‰ßÖ uzxÁ[PøÍ²® Ai¨£øh¯õPU 

öPõshx øÁnÁ®.Cx uªÇºPÎß \©¯®,Pø»,C»UQ¯®,£s£õk ©ØÖ® ÁõÌÂ¯À 

P¸Å»©õP vPÌQÓx.

]zx &Bß©õ, A]zx & ö£õ¸Ò, D_Áµß & CøÓÁß, ©õ÷¯õß &P›¯ {Ó•øh¯ v¸©õÀ, 

Ash® & E»P®, \P»® & GÀ»õ®, BÈ & PhÀ, |¯® & AÇS, GÈÀ, Bß©õ Âkuø» &÷©õm\®

•ßÝøµ

	 E»Qß öuõßø©¯õÚ ö©õÈ uªÌ ö©õÈ.  PÀ ÷uõßÔ ©s ÷uõßÓõ Põ»zøu Áõ÷Íõk 

•ß ÷uõßÔ¯ ‰zu Si |® uªÌSi.AzuøP¯ uªÇºPÎß ÁõÌÂÀ v¸©õø» •Ê•uØ 
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÷|õUP©õP  öPõsh \©¯® øÁnÁ®. Cx E»P |»ÝUPõP Âèq AÁuõµ® Gk¨£õº GßÓ 

|®¤UøPø¯ Ai¨£øh¯õPU öPõshx. v¸©õÀ Âèq, |õµõ¯nß, ©õuÁß ÷£õßÓ 

£À÷ÁÖ ö£¯ºPÍõÀ AøÇUP¨£kQßÓõº AÁ÷µ £µ®ö£õ¸Ò GÚ |®£¨£kQßÓõº. 

	 E»QÀ wø©PÒ AvP›US® ÷£õx Âèq £» AÁuõµ[PÒ Gk¨£õº. ©a\®, Tº©®, 

ÁµõP®, |µ]®©®, Áõ©Úß, £µ_µõ©ß, µõ©ß, £»µõ©ß, Q¸ènß, PÀQ BQ¯øÁ 

SÔ¨¤hzuUP AÁuõµ[PÒ. CøÓÁÛh® •Êø©¯õÚ Aß¦ ©ØÖ® \µnøhÁvß ‰»® 

Bß©õ Âkuø» Aøh¯»õ® Gß£x uªÇº ÁõÌÂß Ai¨£øh ÷£õuøÚ¯õP C¸¢ux. 
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ÂÍ[S ]Ó¨¤ß bõ°Ö Põnõx

GßÓ Á›PÒ EnºzxQßÓÚ. v¸©õ¼ß 

Ãµzøu²® £Uvø¯²® AÁÚx 

Á¼ø©ø¯²® ©UPÒ ©zv°À AÁÝUS 
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£vØÖ¨£zvÀ v¸©õÀ

	 v¸©õø» ÁºoUS® ÷£õx Ao, ©o, 
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Hx ö£¸ø© AÁÝøµ²® Ch® 

A»[Põµ©õPÄ® |Ö©n® P©Ê® Ch©õPÄ® 
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