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Abstract

The deities identified with the five ecological landscapes (ainthinai) of ancient Tamilakam are, in
fact, the earliest ancestors of the respective lands themselves. Kurinji — Seyon / Murugan; Palai —
Kotravai; Mullai — Mayon; Marutham — Vendan, Neithal — Varunan. In the early period, the Kurinji-
land Kuravar clans worked in open terrains and later erected nadukal (hero stones), worshipping
Seyon (Murugan) as their clan ancestor. Subsequently, temples for Murugan were built on hilltops,
and worship continued there. Through the influence they established with kings, Aryan Brahmins
took control of these temples. Murugan, who was originally a Tamil deity, was assimilated with the
Aryan Skanda, and Skanda-related names such as Subramanian, Arumugan, and Karthikeyan were
attributed to him. Murugan's beloved consort, the Kurava maiden Valli, was reduced to the status
of a younger co-wife subordinate to Deivanai, the wife of Skanda. This article has been written to
place before the world—especially before Tamils—the true history of Murugan, the manner in which
the Aryan-born Skanda was merged with him, and the need to reclaim Murugan and Valli from this
degraded condition.
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919 SGMILIL| (Foot Notes)

1.

F1 P.T. Srinivasa lyengar, Journal of Indian History &
Vol. VII 1928 , Pre&Aryan Tamil culture . / When in
later ages asceticism came to be a much respected way of
life, and ascetics resorted to hills for peaceful medi&tation,
he also became the ascetic god.

- i - i 2. N&HSGLD LP(BSGILD RGIMTH
gofl p@ser - ol Gamalle  erepLid), Qemdsriul L QUITWE.  SOSH6T
grisdr @@ aipdsls Uy wMis o ama) yevarwiil L er..  Gaaubsemer — (1pged
U5, auflu’ (& #mis sTesg) o fenioeniws peverellursoyh  cerall  @ueL_meus)
BGL Qg edraramt. @uingls Ll LOOGTANITEALD — YETTITHET.  YGTTeD,
Comailsar Gus Caan@. g eshs siflpi LG () everis@ule aueiral
(LP(HFGT FOLILIL_GET6D eLpeOaTdF Fovenaeu QFunwiL’s ST osmisE @Gy woarad /)
Ul glpigefl_tb o eSTenLDWTeT  SLOLD (QUTRTLOTLOGD, (P(5S - cvases @ememiiLy
@@56&7 w2 ﬂmugf @f—'ﬂé’,@ Q%&L.’L/ GwITTEneY Journal of Indian History & Vol. VII 1928 , Pre&Aryan
eJ mu@ggzlw Tamil culture by P.T. Srinivasa [yengar, page 84,85.

g[f@'g’,a’; 5#@5@@, ,5’-5)51” (LP(HFHEOGT 3. // .the ancient worship of Murugan was the dance called

U’gy‘ﬂlul'TéBGiT 0EE QFTesTL_ 5 QLiméb @L'IGL”TQI Veriyadal or Velanadal, performed by his priest, who,

@W@W/T@ 9y A @6375'; &P @65_@], like his god, was cal.led, Vielan, for both of them carried

N . . o~ . the weapon of the hill region, the Vel, a spear, .When a

GGFemaTS a0 marar Cn @uu@mg * man is in distress he consults the priest of Murugan, who

SL5S STaLD GrirevGev, g@&ﬂ @S g'gu%pfr 5@Lb throws about the seeds of the Kalangu, (PC[S) or Kalar-

Cangdems wumisgd OGsTRw BLSEDF. kodi (PC@6P3i) Guilandina bonduce, and from the lay of

TTEQNSTET, G@ITe LThovmsmars CFibs the seeds on a plate& reads the occult cause, of the man’s

euram Cuimed) GTGHM @‘_,T}@g,-r - %rﬂu_l @LD,T!,Q trouble and prescribes the worship of Murugan as a reme-

Gus, wu meal, 15 ) Ig. {5 5l b, oe@inewd, dy. This ceremony is technically called Kalangu,/

s, . . . 4. F4 (Skanda Purana&G.V.Tagare) Chapter 31 & Kumra’s

urGenfl  aiDmib  eurEpLb M eTedIm , , ,

. ‘ . . . , March against the City of Traksura After granting bless-
%rﬂu_/u Htp fﬁl@l_q_u_ﬂ@m'r @ RS @@@5755/75- m ings unto him they requested Guha for the boon: This alone
orear é’lmbpé—’g”-.’ u Q@G&rfmmﬁ - 5 erliLigu Guir is our boon: Kill Traka, the sinner. After saying Let it be
“Ef'ﬂéi @Q)@Jﬁ” ’ GJTG?;TLD ®§Ff o) ,5’-6)!;95.; @(@GUFHGZ.’T so to them, the enemy of Traka possessing great splendour
SyenL_Gom, 5571.'1 @ @ngggl/., IMSLI mounted his peacock saying Yoga, Yoga.
uwa&ru@ﬁ,@, Qm'mﬂmu_@' glﬁlﬁdr OSST 5. F5 Journal of Indian History & Vol. VII 1928 , Pre&Ary-
mﬁﬁTQij, PBEDaT LDFFTE GTG&rQ[Lb 2 Day an Tamil Cultl?.l’e by PT Srinivasa lyengar, page 84,8.5.
Qsravad O YT m— @@_’/‘;’5 oL LB /. Kuravan trlt'>e worsh.lpped Seyon / Mun.Jgan , the Hlll

FTEVS ST Gb3l God. Murugan is worshipped by other Tamils also. While

PBHS®RT  GTLILIY S  STSSGLI Grim @@{Q)IT Guom the others worshipped him as a vegetarian god, Kuravan

Osflw eleenev. Jeuisarg g GLwigmew people treated him as a non&vegetarian god. They had a

GHANSSTTGT ADNVG BHSGHTTGT 6T65TLIHS B separate way of worshipping him. . The worship of Muru-

QITFFGT  AQUTHEHGS aflss  Gauaor(pib. gan included the offering of cooked rice and meat for the

E”%F @/—D@-”:r mﬁz'srg) @IGU)!,DL'IL[L'I Quuwedr ﬁa’sas removal of ills caused by that god //

Goust(BLb. 6. F6 sflp - SO AFTWFM FTeug -
sndsanl ; @Qevmeuer Couam(hsadE
a(hS@L FTauy ; smey sguiny QFmes(p
GumgLd Quimrper.
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7.

10.

11.

F7 Journal of Indian History & Vol. VII 1928 , by P.T. Sri-
nivasa [yengar &&embraced one another and caught hold
of one another’s hands and danced the Kuravai (SpoA)
dance on the open fields

F8 // eueitafldamdg ereg @mlesd
Bevdgl &FefleT mdd s BT
TGl TN FHIIUMS A (b LALIT(H
1651 H(BFIUCS QUIT(BSSLOTES @)(BAHSLD..
../l Games in Tholkappiyam and Akananooru && T. Ka-
vitha.

F9. //averaflyd  wpmpsepd  @0lesd
Bgsng o fweiser yseler GTemeu
Curevs GPleHd Bl FmssTHEAYD, GUP
BL_GILOTEHGYLD @ BHSIGTENS.. //. SeueHs
Bokisefle) gmdbgFer eI (@)edTmiLd.
0F. wlzxeveurf )

F10 (Journal of Indian History & Vol. VII 1928,
Pre&Aryan Tamil culture by P.T. Srinivasa Iyengar,
page 84,85. /.. still followed by Kuravar through&out
Southern India. Their favourite god was Murugan the God
of the Hills, who has throughout the ages remained essen-
tially a god enshrined on hill&tops, notwithstanding later
affiliations with post& Vedic mythology.// )

F11 History of Tamils P.T.Srinivasa [yengar & intrusion
of Sanskrit Culture//.. The next was the introduction of
words, concepts, poetic imagery, tales, mythological and
otherwise, beliefs, superstitions and scientific, moral and
religious teaching, .. Tamil literature became entirely dom-
inated by that of the Northerners//

12. F12 Notes on Criminal Classes of the Madras Pres-

idency 1892. pages 48 and 49 of Chapter VI Fred-
erick S. Mullaly. The origin of the names of the
sub&divisions is said to be & Kavadi & because they carry
offerings to God carried on a pole; Wooyaloo & because
they swing their offerings before the god; Manebady &
because they are deemed fit persons to sing before the god;
Manrikutti & because they offer shoes to God ( a Hin-
du custom ); Sathupadi & because their chief ceremony
is adorning the gods with jewels, flowers and vestments;
Bandy & because they assist at car feasts and drag the cars.

2 _F15 5|0 GoTHG6IT

1. https://ta.wiktionary.org/s/gz6

2. https://agarathi.com/word/%E0%AE%9A%E
0%AF%80%E0%AE%AF%E0%AE%BE%E
0%AE%A9%E0%AF%8D

3. https://mandhiram.com/dictionary.php?searchedword=%
E0%AE%95%E0%AE%BE%E0%AEY%BS5%E0%AE%9
F%E0%AE%BFgooglevignette

4. Continuity and Change: The Kataragama Cult in Sri Lanka
by N.Shanmugalingam :

5. Vaagri in Tamil Nadu by Bakthavachala Bharathi
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LB,
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