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Abstract

In the Tamil literary tradition, Kavacha literature represents a distinctive devotional genre centered
on the concepts of protection, divine grace, and psychological consolation. Kavacha hymns, which
evolved through major religious traditions such as Shaivism, Vaishnavism, and Shakta worship,
maintain a close relationship with individual psychology and collective social beliefs. These
compositions function not only as devotional texts but also as cultural instruments that reinforce faith,
mental assurance, and social cohesion. This paper critically examines the origin and development of
Tamil Kavacha literature, its literary structure, linguistic style, social function, and its significance as
an important area of literary research. Through this multidimensional analysis, the study highlights
the unique position of Kavacha literature within the broader framework of Tamil Bhakti literature.
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