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Abstract

Manikkavacakar occupies a unique position in the history of Saiva tradition as an exceptional
devotional poet. The core of his life lies in the extraordinary transformation of a man who once
held high political office into a devotee who completely surrendered himself to Lord Siva through
divine grace. The sacred site where this transformation occurred is Tirupperunturai, now known
as the Avudaiyar Temple, which played a foundational role in both Manikkavacakar's life and the
composition of the Tiruvacakam.Manikkavacakar, who served as a minister under the Pandya king
of Madurai, was sent to procure horses for the royal cavalry. During this mission, he encountered
Lord Siva at Tirupperunturai, who appeared in the form of a guru. This profound spiritual experience
destroyed his ego and led him to renounce political life and surrender fully at the feet of the Lord. His
expression in the Tiruvacakam, “He melted my iron-like heart,” is a direct poetic articulation of this
inner transformation.The history of the Avudaiyar Temple at Tirupperunturai centers on the episode
in which Lord Siva, appearing as a Brahmin (Vedic priest), bestowed grace upon Manikkavacakar
and claimed him as His own. The use of the entire sum intended for purchasing horses to build
the temple, followed by Siva’s divine play of transforming the horses into foxes, is a well-known
episode in Saiva tradition. These historical narratives are recorded in texts such as Manikkavacakar
Vilasam, local temple legends (talapuranas), and the works of later poets.Architecturally and ritually,
the Avudaiyar Temple is unique in that it departs from conventional Agamic norms. Instead of a
Siva-linga, the sanctum enshrines only the Avudai (voni) as the primary symbol of worship. This
distinctive form represents a Saiva philosophy that transcends image-based worship and emphasizes
divine grace and inner spiritual experience. Manikkavacakar'’s devotional outlook echoes this
very principle, asserting that true worship lies not in ritual alone but in the melting of the heart
through loving devotion.Key themes found in the Tiruviacakam—such as the grace of the guru, the
dissolution of ego, and liberation from the cycle of birth and death—are literary manifestations
of Manikkavacakar's experience at Tirupperunturai. Consequently, Tirupperunturai is not merely
a historical sacred site but may be regarded as the spiritual source of the Tiruvacakam itself. In
conclusion, Manikkavacakar’s devotion and the history of the Avudaiyar Temple at Tirupperunturai
are inseparably intertwined. His personal spiritual experience evolved into temple history, while that
very history became the spiritual substance of the Tiruvacakam, thereby representing the highest
expression of the Saiva bhakti tradition.

Keywords: Manikkavacakar — Tiruvacakam - Saiva Bhakti Tradition — Tirupperunturai - Avudaiyar
Temple - Lord Siva
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