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Abstract

This study establishes that Tamil literature and culture function as an integrated and continuous
tradition. Among the ancient art forms of the Tamils, music and dance occupy a primary position and
have been reflected in literary works from the Sangam period to the present day. While certain literary
texts refer to music and dance explicitly, many others convey their ideas implicitly through musical
imagery, terminology, aesthetic expressions, and emotive elements. In this context, the present research
undertakes a cultural-literary analysis of the references to music and dance found in the Tirukkural, a
didactic and ethical text that embodies the Tamil way of life. The study examines musical expressions,
dance-related allusions, bodily gestures (anga-bhava), and aesthetic sentiments embedded in the
couplets of the Tirukkural. These references not only reflect the aesthetic sensibilities of Tamil society
but also highlight the significant role accorded to the arts within its social and cultural framework.
Furthermore, the study demonstrates that the rhythmic structure and expressive elegance of the kural
metre itself reveal an intrinsic musicality, thereby reinforcing the close relationship between literature
and music as a cultural expression. By re-evaluating the artistic and literary traditions of the Tamil
language, this research aims to serve as a valuable guide for contemporary artists, researchers, and
students engaged in the fields of Tamil studies, music, and performing arts.
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