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Abstract

From the earliest period of human civilization, the domestication of animals and their
transformation into livestock have played a major role in the economic and cultural
development of human societies. In this context, this study offers a detailed historical
and anthropological analysis of the geographical distribution of water buffaloes, their
treatment in the grammatical and literary traditions of the ancient Tamils, their cultural
bonds with tribal communities across the world, and the effects of the commercialization
of buffaloes in recent history. For this study, the descriptive methodology was applied
to the primary data: the Tholkappiyam’s Marabiyal (the chapter on traditional usage)
principles and the Sangam literary concordances Natrinai, Akananuru, and the
“Erumaipathu” (the “Ten Verses on the Buffalo”) of Ainkurunuru. Analytical and
comparative methodologies were applied to Indus Valley seals, the ways of life of the
Toda, Gond, and North American Plains tribes, and statistics from India’s animal
husbandry department. The study finds that in the life of the ancient Tamils, the buffalo
was not merely a domestic animal. It was a symbol of wealth and was given as a wedding
gift. Because of its majestic gait, it was also honored with the epithet “Annal” (noble
one), which marks it as an exalted emblem of tradition. Further, in the Indus Valley
worship tradition, the buffalo-horned “Pasupati” figure has a historical heritage of
being worshipped either as the principal deity or as a shaman (saamiyaadi) who led
religious rituals. Yet the study also reveals a historical contradiction: in later Aryan
Puranic texts such as the Devi Mahatmyam, and in religious rituals, the buffalo was
deliberately belittled and neglected. From an anthropological perspective, the study
shows that the destruction of buffaloes, which serve as the totem and object of worship
of the Toda tribe, is not merely a loss of biodiversity but becomes a disintegration of the
cultural identity of an ancient human community. It also shows that the deliberate mass
slaughter of buffalo (bison) in North American history was a political strategy used by
the American government to destroy the economy of the Plains tribes and cripple them.
According to the economic analysis, buffalo milk production contributes about 43% of
India’s total dairy economy at the national level, making it a very important component.
In contrast to this national trend, however, Tamil Nadu'’s dairy sector has a markedly

different structure. Dominated by cows, buffalo milk production there is recorded at a

http://www.shanlaxjournals.com

uUsslb 57



SN Frnsdreondsero

X Ve §s 588 oylals

uuuuuuuuuu

very low 2.4%. The study points out that this sharp decline in production is linked to socio-environmental factors such
as the proliferation of crossbred cows, shortage of grazing land, and fodder scarcity in dry seasons. It also identifies,
as indirect psychological factors, excessive spiritual and social constructs that exalt the cow, along with traditional
devotional attitudes.

Keywords: Annal, Domesticated Animals, Water Buffaloes, Uzhakkal (Wallowing), Indigenous Peoples, Disruption
of Livelihoods, Geographical Distribution, Marshlands, Inanimate-Gender Classification (Ahrinai), Totem, Loss of
Biodiversity, Environmental Transgression, Archaeological Evidence, Excavation, Seal, Morphological Features,
Anatomical Characteristics.
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