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Abstract
Imayam (1964) is a notable writer who has recorded the lives of marginalised people 
in modern Tamil literature, and his novel Kovaeru Kazhuthaigal (1994) is among his 
most important works. This article examines how the novel constructs the “centre” 
and the “margin” and how spatial power operates through them. In the novel, the 
village is organised as a caste-based structure of power. The streets and public spaces 
of the dominant castes form the centre, where land, water, livestock, and the means 
of production are concentrated. The washerman and Chakkiliyar settlements and the 
Dalit colony (cheri) are pushed to the margin. The article shows that this division is 
not merely geographical. It expresses social authority, economic domination, and 
cultural supremacy. The analysis shows that the centre depends on exploiting the labour 
of service castes, who are denied fair wages and due respect. It also shows that the 
opposition between purity and impurity shapes the spaces themselves: the dominant-
caste streets are regarded as clean and honourable, while the marginal settlements 
are associated with scrub forest, filth, and unsafe surroundings. The article further 
considers women, who are doubly oppressed by caste and gender and can be called the 
“margin of the margin”. Their movement and bodies are controlled by caste power, as 
the sexual threat faced by Mary and the restriction of her movement show. The article 
concludes that the novel presents space as a socio-political structure formed by caste, 
power, labour, and gender, and that the prosperity and power of the centre are built on 
the labour of the margin.
Keywords: Imayam, Kovaeru Kazhuthaigal, Centre and Margin, Space and Power, 
Caste, Dalit Life, Washerman Community, Purity and Impurity, Labour Exploitation, 
Women’s Space, Double Oppression, Spatial Politics.
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£ßÚõmkz uªÈ¯À B#ÂuÌ

£UP®

÷Põ÷ÁÖ PÊøuPÒ |õÁ¼À ø©¯•® ÂÎ®¦®

P. v¸‰ºzv

£vÄ Gs: BDU2110632779687, •Ê÷|µ •øÚÁº£mh B#ÁõÍº, uªÇõ#ÄzxøÓ

u¢øu ö£›¯õº Aµ_ Pø» ©ØÖ® AÔÂ¯À PÀ¿› (u)

(£õµvuõ\ß £ÀPø»UPÇPzxhß CønÄ ö£ØÓx), v¸a]µõ¨£ÒÎ 

P. Põ]©õ›¯¨£ß 

(£.{) Cøn¨ ÷£µõ]›¯º, uªÇõ#ÄzxøÓ

u¢øu ö£›¯õº Aµ_ Pø» ©ØÖ® AÔÂ¯À PÀ¿› (u)

(£õµvuõ\ß £ÀPø»UPÇPzxhß CønÄ ö£ØÓx), v¸a]µõ¨£ÒÎ 

A. ö\ÀÁµõ_

Cøn¨ ÷£µõ]›¯º, uªÇõ#ÄzxøÓ

u¢øu ö£›¯õº Aµ_ Pø» ©ØÖ® AÔÂ¯À PÀ¿› (u)

(£õµvuõ\ß £ÀPø»UPÇPzxhß CønÄ ö£ØÓx), v¸a]µõ¨£ÒÎ 

B´Äa_¸UP®

C©¯® (1964) |ÃÚ uªÌ C»UQ¯zvÀ ÂÎ®¦{ø» ©UPÎß ÁõÌUøPø¯¨ £vÄ ö\´u 

SÔ¨¤hzuUP GÊzuõÍº. AÁµx •UQ¯©õÚ £øh¨¦PÎÀ JßÖ ‘÷Põ÷ÁÖ PÊøuPÒ’ (1994) 

|õÁÀ. CUPmkøµ, C¢|õÁÀ ‘ø©¯®’, ‘ÂÎ®¦’ BQ¯ÁØøÓ GÆÁõÖ Pmhø©UQÓx Gß£øu²®, 

AÁØÔß ÁÈ¯õP Ch® \õº¢u AvPõµ® GÆÁõÖ ö\¯À£kQÓx Gß£øu²® Bµõ´QÓx. |õÁ¼À 

Qµõ©® \õv Ai¨£øh°»õÚ AvPõµU Pmhø©¨£õP Aø©¢xÒÍx. BvUP \õv°Ú›ß 

öu¸UPÐ® ö£õx Ch[PÐ® ø©¯©õP ÂÍ[SQßÓÚ; {»®, }º, PõÀ|øh, EØ£zva  

\õuÚ[PÒ BQ¯øÁ A[÷P SÂ¢xÒÍÚ. Ásnõº, \UQ¼¯º Si°¸¨¦PÐ® ÷\›²® ÂÎ®¦USz 

uÒÍ¨£mkÒÍÚ. C¨¤›ÂøÚ öÁÖ® {»Â¯À \õº¢ux AÀ»; Ax \‰P AvPõµ®, ö£õ¸Íõuõµ 

BvUP®, £s£õmk ÷©»õsø© BQ¯ÁØÔß öÁÎ¨£õk Gß£øu CUPmkøµ {ÖÄQÓx. ø©¯® 

{ø»zv¸¨£x ÷\øÁa \õv°Ú›ß EøÇ¨¦a _µshø»a \õº¢ux Gß£øu²®, AÁºPÐUS 

{¯õ¯©õÚ T¼²® E›¯ ©›¯õøu²® ©ÖUP¨£kQßÓÚ Gß£øu²® C¢u B´Ä PõmkQÓx. 

y´ø© – wmk GßÓ Gvºø©²® Ch[PøÍ÷¯ ÁiÁø©UQÓx Gß£øu²® Cx GkzxøµUQÓx: 

BvUP \õv°Ú›ß öu¸UPÒ y´ø©¯õÚøÁ¯õPÄ® ©v¨¦US›¯øÁ¯õPÄ® P¸u¨£kQßÓÚ; 

ÂÎ®¦{ø»U Si°¸¨¦P÷Íõ •m¦uºU Põk, AÊUS, £õxPõ¨£ØÓ _ØÖ¨¦Ó® BQ¯ÁØÖhß 

öuõhº¦£kzu¨£kQßÓÚ. ÷©¾®, \õv, £õ¼Ú® BQ¯ C¸ {ø»PÎ¾® JkUP¨£k® ö£sPøÍ 

‘ÂÎ®¤ß ÂÎ®¦’ GÚU SÔ¨¤h»õ® Gß£øu²® CUPmkøµ £›^¼UQÓx. ÷©› GvºöPõÒÐ® 

£õ¼¯À Aa_Özu¾® AÁÍx |h©õmhzvß «uõÚ Pmk¨£õk® PõmkÁx ÷£õ», AÁºPÍx 

|h©õmh•® Eh¾® \õv AvPõµzuõÀ Pmk¨£kzu¨£kQßÓÚ. \õv, AvPõµ®, EøÇ¨¦, 

£õ¼Ú® BQ¯ÁØÓõÀ E¸ÁõÚ \‰P&Aµ]¯À Pmhø©¨£õP C¢|õÁÀ Chzøu •ßøÁUQÓx 

GßÖ®, ø©¯zvß ö\È¨¦® AvPõµ•® ÂÎ®¤ß EøÇ¨¤ß «÷u Pmh¨£mkÒÍÚ GßÖ®  

Pmkøµ •iÄUS Á¸QÓx.
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•UQ¯ ö\õØPÒ: C©¯®, ÷Põ÷ÁÖ PÊøuPÒ, ø©¯•® ÂÎ®¦®, Ch•® AvPõµ•®, \õv, u¼z 

ÁõÌUøP, Ásnõº \‰P®, y´ø© – wmk, EøÇ¨¦a _µshÀ, ö£sPÎß Ch®, Cµmøh 

JkUS•øÓ, Chg\õº Aµ]¯À.

•ßÝøµ

	 uªÌ |ÃÚ C»UQ¯zvÀ ÂÎ®¦{ø» 

©UPÎß ÁõÌUøPø¯¨ £vÄ 

ö\#uÁºPÐÒ GÊzuõÍº Cø©¯® 

(1964) SÔ¨¤hzuUPÁº BÁõº. AÁºu® 

¦øÚÄPÒ ÂÎ®¦{ø»°Úº GvºöPõÒÐ® 

\‰P JkUS•øÓPøÍ ø©¯ªkQßÓÚ. 

AÁØÖÒ ÷Põ÷ÁÖ PÊøuPÒ (1994) 

|õÁÀ •UQ¯¨ £øh¨£õS®. C¢|õÁ¼À 

Qµõ©öÁÎ ÁõÌÂh® AvPõµ® 

ö\¯À£k® £À÷ÁÖ \‰P öÁÎPÍõP 

EÒÍx. BvUPa \õv°Ú›ß öu¸UPÒ, 

ö£õxöÁÎPÒ BQ¯øÁ \‰Pzvß 

ø©¯©õPU Pmhø©UP¨£mkÒÍÚ. 

A÷u÷ÁøÍ°À ÷\›, Ásnõº Si°¸¨¦, 

 \UQ¼¯º Si°¸¨¦ ÷£õßÓøÁ ÂÎ®¦ 

öÁÎ¯õP E¸ÁõUP¨£mkÒÍÚ. C¢u¨ 

¤›ÄPÒ öÁÖ® ¦Â°¯À Aø©¨£À»; 

\‰P AvPõµ®, ö£õ¸Íõuõµ BvUP®, 

£s£õmk ÷©»õvUP öÁÎ¨£õkPÍõP 

Aø©QßÓÚ. CUPmkøµ ÷Põ÷ÁÖ 

PÊøuPÒ |õÁ¼À ø©¯•® ÂÎ®¦® 

GÆÁõÖ E¸ÁõUP¨£kQÓx; AÁØÔß 

ÁÈ öÁÎ AvPõµ® G[VÚ® 

C¯[SQÓx Gß£ÁØøÓ Bµõ#QÓx.

ø©¯•® ÂÎ®¦®

	 \‰P, £s£õmk, öÁÎ Aµ]¯À 

B#ÄPÎÀ ø©¯® ÂÎ®¦ GßÓ 

P¸zuõUP[PÒ Ch® ö£ÖÁÚ. J¸ 

\‰PzvÀ AvPõµ®, ö\õzxøhø©, 

•iöÁkUS® E›ø©, £s£õmk 

÷©»õvUP® BQ¯øÁ SÂ¢v¸US® Ch® 

ø©¯©õPU P¸u¨£kQÓx. E›ø© 

©ÖUP¨£mk, \‰P¨ £[÷PØ¤¼¸¢x 

Â»UP¨£mk¨ ¤Óøµa \õº¢x ÁõÇ 

÷Ási¯ {ø»USz uÒÍ¨£k® \‰P[PÎß 

ÁõÌÂh® ÂÎ®£õP Aø©QÓx.

	 ø©¯•® ÂÎ®¦® C¯ØøP¯õP 

E¸ÁõS® {ø» AÀ»; AvPõµ® E¸ÁõUS® 

\‰PU Pmhø©¨¦ BS®. BvUP Aµ]¯À 

E¸ÁõUS® JxUP¨£mh öÁÎ÷¯ 

ÂÎ®£õS®. E¯º\õv°Úº, BsPÒ, 

ö\õzxøhø©¯õÍºPÒ BQ÷¯õº ø©¯ 

öÁÎUS›¯ÁºPÍõPÄ®, uõÌzu¨£mh  

\õv°Úº, ö£sPÒ, ö£õ¸Íõuõµ 

Ÿv¯õP JkUP¨£m÷hõº BQ÷¯õº 

ÂÎ®¤ØS›¯ÁºPÍõPÄ® Pmhø©UP¨ 

£kQßÓÚº. (C.•zøu¯õ, 2010: 08)

	 ÷Põ÷ÁÖ PÊøuPÒ |õÁÀ ø©¯® - 

ÂÎ®¦ GßÝ® •µoÀ C¯[SQÓx. 

Qµõ©z öu¸UPÒ, Si°¸¨¦PÒ, 

{»[PÒ, }º{ø»PÒ, ©Ûu EÓÄPÒ, 

ö£sPÎß EhÀ, EøÇ¨¦ BQ¯ 

AøÚzx® ø©¯® & ÂÎ®¦ GßÓ  

AvPõµ Aµ]¯¾USÒ ö£õ¸Ò ö£ÖQßÓÚ. 

÷Põ÷ÁÖ PÊøuPÒ |õÁ¼À öÁÎ 

Gß£x öÁÖ® ChÂ¯À AÀ»; \‰P 

AvPõµzvß Põm]¨£kzu»õP Aø©QÓx.

BvUPa \õv°Ú›ß ø©¯öÁÎ

	 ÷Põ÷ÁÖ PÊøuPÒ |õÁ¼À \õvø¯ 

Ai¨£øh¯õPU öPõsh AvPõµU 

Pmhø©¨£õPU Qµõ©® E¸ÁõUP¨ 

£mkÒÍx. Qµõ© ø©¯¨£SvPÒ  

BvUPa \õv°Ú›ß ÁõÌÂh[PÍõPÄ®, 

ÂÎ®¦¨ £SvPÒ JkUP¨£mh 

©UPÎß Si°¸¨¦PÍõPÄ® EÒÍÚ. 

ø©¯•® ÂÎ®¦® “Fº GßÖ® 

÷\› GßÖ®” ¤›UP¨£mi¸UQÓx 

GßÖ ö©õL£õz TÖÁøua \. 

¤»÷Á¢vµß (2004:162) _mkÁx 

ö£õ¸zu¨£õkøh¯uõS®. C¢u 

ChÂ¯À Aø©¨¦ öÁÖ® Si°¸¨¦ 

÷ÁÖ£õhõP CÀ»õ©À, \‰P AvPõµ¨ 
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¦Â°¯À ÁiÁ©õP öÁÎ¨£kQÓx. 

|õÁ¼À Eøh¯õº, PÄshº, ö\mi¯õº, 

÷\ºøÁ, ¤ÒøÍ ÷£õßÓ ÷©ÀSiU 

PõµºPÒ F›ß ÷©hõÚ £SvPÎ¾® 

Sizöu¸UPÎ¾® ÁõÌQßÓÚº. {»®, 

}º, PõÀ|øh, EØ£zv ÁÍ[PÎß 

E›ø© AÁºPÎh÷© SÂ¢xÒÍx. 

ö£õ¸Íõuõµ AvPõµ•® \‰P ÷©»õvUP•® 

J÷µ ChzvÀ JßÔønQßÓÚ. C[S 

ø©¯® Gß£x {»Äøhø©²® AvPõµ•® 

JßÔøn²® öÁÎ¯õP Aø©QÓx.

JkUP¨£m÷hõº ÂÎ®¦öÁÎ

	 Ásnõº, \UQ¼¯º ÷£õßÓ ÷\øÁa 

\õv°Úº u[PÒ EøÇ¨ø£ BvUPa 

\õv°Ú¸UPõPa ö\»ÂkQßÓÚº. 

B÷µõUQ¯®, \Ä›, ÷áõ\¨ GßÖ 

Sk®£÷© PÍ® yØÖQÓx. AuØSa 

\›¯õÚ T¼ ÁÇ[P¨£hÂÀø». Ax 

SÔzu Eøµ¯õhÀ C¢u Fº»÷¯ 

E[PÐUSzuõ[P |õ¨£x, A®£x P» 

ÁµÄ, }[P÷Í C¨£ia ö\g\õ, ‰q 

ö©õÓ©õ¨ ÷£õk[P CÛ÷© µskuõß. 

Cèhª¸¢uõ yzx. CÀ»õmi Akzu 

Á¸åzxUS } ÁµÁõnõ®. (1994:36) 

GßÖ Aø©QÓx. EøÇ¨¤ØS E›¯ 

©v¨÷£õ \©©õÚ T¼÷¯õ Qøh¨£vÀø» 

Gß£øu Cx PõmkQÓx. CÆÁõÖ 

ø©¯® Gß£x EØ£zv ÁÍ[PÎß 

ø©¯©õP ©mk©À»õ©À, EøÇ¨ø£a 

_µsk® ö£õ¸Íõuõµ Aø©¨¤ß 

ø©¯©õPÄ® ÂÍ[SQÓx.

	 ø©¯öÁÎ°ß “y#ø©” GßÓ 

P¸zuõUPzøu²® öPõskÒÍx. BvUPa 

\õv°Ú›ß öu¸UPÒ y#ø©¯õÚ, 

©v¨¦ªUP öÁÎ¯õPU P¸u¨£kQÓx. 

AÁØÔØS GvµõP ÂÎ®¦¨ £SvPÒ 

¦Ó®÷£õUS, P¸÷Á»[Põk ÷£õßÓøÁPÍõP 

EÒÍÚ. AøÁ A_zu®, xº|õØÓ®, 

PÈÄ}øµU öPõskÒÍÚ. 

	

	 Põ»ÛUS® \UQ¼¯º Si°¸¨¦US® 

Cøh¨£mh £Sv°À B÷µõUQ¯® 

& \Ä› Sk®£® ÁõÊ® Ásnõº 

Si°¸¨¦ Aø©¢xÒÍx. C¢u ChÂ¯À 

öÁÎ Aø©¨¦ \‰P¨ £i{ø»°ß 

öÁÎ¨£õhõP Aø©QÓx. JÆöÁõ¸ 

\õvUS® uÛzuÛ ÷\øÁ¨ £Sv 

JxUP¨£mi¸¨£øu²®, AuØ÷PØ£ 

Si°¸¨¦PÐ® ¤›UP¨£mi¸¨£øu²® 

Põn•iQÓx. F¸US® Ásnõß,  

\UQ¼¯USiUS® Cøh÷¯ P¸÷Á»[ 

Põmøh¨ ¤Í¢x J¸ £õøu C¸UQÓx. 

Ax öPõi÷£õÀ ÁøÍ¢x ö|Î¢x 

C¸US®. J¸ BÒ ©mk÷© |hUP  

Á\v¯õÚ £õøu. Cx ©øÇU Põ»zvÀ 

•Ç[PõÀÁøµ ÷\Ö Áõ[S®. “\uU ¦uU” 

öPßÖuõß |hUP ÷Ásk®. öÁ°À 

Põ»÷©õ, ©øÇU Põ»÷©õ G¨÷£õx® 

C¢u¨ ¦u¸USÒ £ßÔPÎß EÖ©À, 

|õ#PÎß Søµ¨¦U ÷PmS®. ]» 

CµÄPÎÀ |›PÎß FøÍa  

\zu•® ÷PmS® (1994:81&82) GßÓ 

ÁºnøÚ°À \UQ¼¯º Si°¸¨ø£a 

_ØÔ²ÒÍ P¸÷Á»[Põk ö£sPÒ 

vÓ¢uöÁÎ°À ©»® PÈUS® Ch©õPÄ®, 

£ßÔPÒ E»Ä® £Sv¯õPÄ®, §a]PÎß 

Cøµa\À {øÓ¢u £õxPõ¨£ØÓ 

öÁÎ¯õPÄ® ]zv›UP¨£kQÓx. ©øÇU 

Põ»[PÎÀ ÷\Ö® \Pv²©õP ©õÖ® 

SÖQ¯ £õøu, A¢uU Si°¸¨¤ß \‰P 

JxUSuÀ, Ai¨£øh Á\vPÎß ©Ö¨¦ 

BQ¯Ú ÂÎ®¦öÁÎø¯ öÁÎ¨£kzxQÓx.

	 F›ß ÷©hõÚ £SvPÎÀ C¸¢x 

öÁÎ÷¯Ö® PÈÄ}º Ásnõº 

Si°¸¨¦PøÍU Ph¢x ¦Ó®÷£õUQhzvÀ 

÷u[SÁx \õuõµn C¯ØøP {PÌÄ 

AÀ». Ax AvPõµ öÁÎ Aµ]¯ø»U 

PõmkQÓx. ÷©¼¸¢x RÇõP¨ £õ²® 

PÈÄ}øµ¨ ÷£õ»÷Á, \‰P AvPõµ•® 

BvUPa \õv°Ú›hª¸¢x JkUP¨£mh 

©UPÎß ÁõÌUøPø¯ ÷|õUQ¨ £õ#QÓx.
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ÂÎ®¤ß ÂÎ®£õP ö£söÁÎ

	 ÂÎ®¤À ÁõÊ® ö£sPÒ \õv¯õ¾® 

£õ¼Úzuõ¾® Cµmøh JkUS•øÓø¯ 

GvºöPõÒQßÓÚº. u¼z ö£sPÒ AßÓõh 

÷Áø»UPõP BvUPa \õv°Ú›ß 

£SvPÐUSa ö\À» ÷Ási¯ `Ç¼À 

\Ä›°ß u[øPPÐ® B÷µõUQ¯•® 

EÒÍÚº. £øÓ¯º \õvø¯a \õº¢u  

\øh¯ß Gß£Áº ÃmiØSz xo 

GkUP ÷©› ö\ÀQÓõº. AÁøµ¨ £õ¼¯À 

Áß•øÓUSa \øh¯ß BÍõUSQÓõº. 

B÷µõUQ¯zvß ©PÒ ÷©›°ß÷©À 

¤i AÊ¢v CÖUQ¯x Ásnõzv 

\õ«, ÁõUP¨£h¨÷£õÓÁ \õ«, \õvU 

Szu©õ°k® \õ«, Eshõ°k® \õ«,  

E_µ¨ ÷£õUQ¨÷£ß \õ« B÷µõUQ¯zvØS 

GÀ»õ® ¦›¢xÂmhx. AÁÐ®  

ö£suõß. C¢u F›÷»÷¯ ÁõÌ¢u 

AÁÐUSz öu›¯õuõ? ÷©›°ß Aºzu® 

GßÚ Gß£øu B÷µõUQ¯zvhª¸¢x 

©øÓUP •i¯õx (1994:56&57) GßÓ 

|õÁÀ £Sv Aa_ÖzuÀPøÍ²® Áß 

•øÓPøÍ²® PõmkQÓx. £õ¼¯À  

Aa_ÖzuÀPøÍ GvºöPõÒÐ® ÷©›°ß 

¦Ç[SöÁÎø¯ B÷µõUQ¯® ukUQÓõº. 

GÚ÷Á, B÷µõUQ¯® CÛ÷©À ÷\õÖ, 

xoö¯kUP ÷©›ø¯ AÝ¨£U Thõx, 

Hß öuõµ¨£õmkUSUTh AøÇzx¨ 

÷£õPU ThõöußÖ wº©õÛzuõÒ. 

(1994: 58) ÷©›ø¯ CÛ÷©À ÷Áø»USa 

ö\À» AÝ©vUPU Thõx GßÖ 

B÷µõUQ¯® •iöÁk¨£x, ö£soß 

¦Ç[SöÁÎ £õxPõ¨¤ßø©¯õÀ _¸USÁøu

öÁÎ¨£kzxQÓx. \õv¯ AvPõµ® 

ö£sPÎß Ehø»²® |h©õmhzøu²® 

Pmk¨£kzx® P¸Â¯õPa ö\¯À£kQÓx.

ø©¯•® ÂÎ®¦®: AvPõµ Aµ]¯À

	 £s£õmk ©v¨¥kPÐ® y#ø© 

& A_zu®, E¯ºÄ & uõÌÄ, E›ø© 

& \õº¦{ø» ÷£õßÓ C¸ø©U 

P¸zuõUP[PÐ® ø©¯öÁÎø¯  

E¸ÁõUSQßÓÚ. Cuß ÂøÍÁõP 

BvUPa \õv°Ú›ß ÁõÌUøP 
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