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Abstract - The temples have existed since the Sangam period, although they were built 
of perishable soil and wood and did not last long. But instead the Pallavas were the first 
to build cave temples and stone temples. It was later followed by the Pandya and Chola 
dynasties. This article describes the history, architecture and sculpture of the Someswarar 
Temple in Anthakudi, in the Keezhvellore taluk, Nagapattinam District, based on the 
evidence obtained through a field study. Along with these, the information known 
through the medieval Chola inscriptions here, the ancient Tamil people Architecture 
technique, structure of the temple and Chola sculptures have been studied historically. 
Therefore, it would not be an exaggeration to say that the ancient temples are not only 
places of worship but also treasures of art, history and culture.

Key Words: Tamil History, Inscriptions, Temple History, Temple Structure, Tamil 
Heritage Architecture, Sculpture.

Foot Notes
The field study was done by looking directly at the inscription. The inscriptions date to 
the 10th century AD.
Sitaram Kurumurthy (2007), Nagapattinam District Inscriptions, Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment Archaeological Department, Chennai, pp.1-2.
Ibid, pp.4-5.
Inscription Magazine 59, Government of Tamil Nadu Archaeological Department, 
Chennai.
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Pø», £s£õmkz uÍzvÀ ÷\õ÷©_Áµº v¸U÷Põ°À

•øÚÁº B. µõáõ

A¸[Põm]¯Pz xøÓ, uªÌ¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP®, ug\õÅº

B#Äa_¸UP®:  --\[P Põ»® •uÀ ÷Põ°ÀPÒ C¸¢v¸UQßÓÚ, GßÓõ¾® AøÁ AÈ²¢ußø© 

öPõsh ©s, ©µ® BQ¯ÁØÓõÀ Pmh¨£mhø©¯õÀ }sh |õmPÒ {ø»zx {ØPÂÀø». 

BÚõÀ AuØS ©õÓõP £À»ÁºPÒ •uß •u¼À SøhÁøµU÷Põ°À ©ØÖ® PØ÷Põ°ÀPøÍ 

Aø©zuÚº. Cx ¤ßÚº £õsi¯º ©ØÖ® ÷\õÇº ©µ¤Úµõ¾® ¤ß£ØÓ¨£mhx. A¢uÁøP°À 

|õP¨£miÚ® ©õÁmh®, RÌ÷ÁÑº Ámhzv¾ÒÍ B¢uSi GßÓ F›À Aø©¢xÒÍ 

÷\õ÷©_Áµº v¸U÷Põ°¾US ÷|µi¯õPa ö\ßÖ PÍ B#Ä ÷©ØöPõshuß Áõ°»õP 

Qøhzua \õßÖPÎß Ai¨£øh°À Czv¸U÷Põ°¼ß Áµ»õÖ, PmhhUPø», ]Ø£UPø» 

BQ¯ÁØøÓ Bµõ#¢x ÂÍUSQßÓx CUPmkøµ. CÁØ÷Óõk C[SÒÍ CøhUPõ»a ÷\

õÇºPõ»U PÀöÁmkPÎß Áõ°»õP AÔ¯¨£k® ö\#vPÒ, £Ç¢uªÇ›ß PmhhUPø»z 

öuõÈÀ ~m£®, ÷Põ°À Aø©¨¦, Pø»|¯ªUP ÷\õÇºPõ»a ]Ø£[PÒ ]Ø£ø©Ä, Auß Põ»® 

÷£õßÓøÁPøÍ Áµ»õØÖ Ÿv¯õP ~qQ B#ÄUSm£kzu¨£mkÒÍx. GÚ÷Á, öuõßø©¯õÚU 

÷Põ°ÀPÒ CøÓ ÁÈ£õmkz u»[PÍõP ©mkªßÔ Pø», Áµ»õÖ ©ØÖ® £s£õmk¨ 

£vÄPøÍ öÁÎ¨£kzx® P¸Å»©õPÄ® ÂÍ[SQßÓx GßÓõÀ Ax ªøP¯õPõx. 

•UQ¯a ö\õØPÒ: uªÌ  Áµ»õÖ, PÀöÁmka ö\#vPÒ, ÷Põ°À Áµ»õÖ, v¸U÷Põ°À Aø©¨¦,

uªÇº ©µ¦ \õº¢u PmhhUPø»z öuõÈÀ ~m£®, ]Ø£UPø».

 

 \[P Põ»® •uÀ ÷Põ°ÀPÒ C¸¢v¸UQßÓÚ, 

GßÓõ¾® AøÁ AÈ²¢ußø© öPõsh 

©s, ©µ® BQ¯ÁØÓõÀ Pmh¨£mhø©¯õÀ 

}sh |õmPÒ {ø»zx {ØPÂÀø». BÚõÀ 

£À»ÁºPÒ •uß •u¼À SøhÁøµU÷Põ°À, 

JØøÓU PØ÷Põ°À, PmhhU÷Põ°À GÚU 

PØ÷Põ°ÀPÒ Aø©zuÚº. Cx ¤ßÚº 

£õsi¯º ©ØÖ® ÷\õÇº ©µ¤Úµõ¾® 

¤ß£ØÓ¨£mhx. öuõßø©¯õÚU ÷Põ°ÀPÒ 

CøÓ ÁÈ£õmkz u»[PÍõP ©mkªßÔ 

Pø», Áµ»õÖ ©ØÖ® £s£õmk¨ 

£vÄPøÍ öÁÎ¨£kzx® P¸Å»©õPÄ® 

ÂÍ[SQßÓÚ. A¢uÁøP°À |õP¨£miÚ® 

©õÁmh®, RÌ÷ÁÑº Ámhzv¾ÒÍ 

B¢u Si GßÓ F›ß QÇUS¨ £Sv°À  

PõÂ›¯õØÔß QøÍ BÓõÚ £õshÁ 

BØÔß Pøµ°À Aø©¢xÒÍ ÷\õ÷©_Áµº 

v¸U÷Põ°¾USa ö\ßÖ PÍ B#Ä 

÷©ØöPõshuß Áõ°»õP Qøhzua 

\õßÖPÎß Ai¨£øh°À Áµ»õÖ, PmhhUPø», 

]Ø£UPø» BQ¯ÁØøÓ Bµõ#¢x 

ÂÍUSQßÓx CUPmkøµ. 

Áµ»õØÔÀ ÷\õ÷©_Áµº v¸U÷Põ°À

 CU÷Põ°¼À EÒÍ PÀöÁmkPÎß 

GÊzuø©v, PmhhUPø» ©ØÖ® ]Ø£UPø» 

BQ¯ÁØøÓ ÷|õUS®÷£õx Q.¤. 10B® 

¡ØÓõsøha \õº¢uøÁ¯õPU Põn¨£kQßÓx. 

CÁØøÓ C[SÒÍ •u»õ® Cµõ\µõ\Ûß 

xskUPÀöÁmk JßÖ®1, AÁÚõÀ 
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¤µvèmøh ({ø»{ÖzxuÀ) ö\#¯¨£mh 

÷\zvµ£õ»Pº ]Ø£•® AuøÚ EÖv 

ö\#QßÓÚ. Ca]Ø£® ªPÄ® Pø» 

~m£zxhß Aø©¢xÒÍx. ÷©¾®, 

CU÷Põ°¼ß P¸ÁøÓ°ß öÁÎ¨¦Ó 

áPv ©ØÖ® S•u¨£øh°À ÷\õÇº Põ»U 

PÀöÁmkPÒ Põn¨£kQßÓÚ. AøÁ 

G¢u Aµ\ÚõÀ öÁÎ°h¨£mhøÁ Gß£øu 

AÔ¯•i¯ÂÀø». BÚõÀ CU÷Põ°¼À 

Põn¨£kQÓ J¸ £Çø©¯õÚz xskU 

PÀöÁmiß GÊzuø©øÁ ÷|õUS®÷£õx 

•u»õ® Cµõ\µõ\ß Põ»zuøÁ¯õP 

C¸UP»õ® GÚU P¸u•iQÓx.

 ÷©¾®, “ìÁìvÿ v›¦ÁÚa \UPµÁzv 

÷Põ÷Ú›ßø© öPõshõß” GßÖ öuõh[S® 

C¸ PÀöÁmkPÎÀ A¸ö©õÈ ÷uÁ 

ÁÍ|õmk ¦¼³º |õmi¾ÒÍ CÆÅ›ß 

£øÇ¯ ö£¯º B¢øuUSi¯õÚ {P›¼ 

÷\õÇ \xº÷Áv ©[P»® GßÖ® CøÓÁÛß 

ö£¯º ÷\õ©|õuz÷uÁº GßÖ® 

SÔ¨¤kQßÓx2. ÷©¾®, CU÷Põ°¾USz 

v¸|õ©zxU Põo¯õP {»[PÒ AÍ¢x 

öPõkzuøu²® PÀöÁmkPÒ Áõ°»õP 

AÔ¯•iQÓx. v¸Áõ¹ºU÷Põ°¼À 

Esq® u£]PÐUS®, CøÓÁÝUS® 

CøÓ°¼¯õP {»® öPõkzuøu²® 

CUPÀöÁmkPÒ SÔ¨¤kQßÓÚ3. 

CU÷Põ°¾US ÁÇ[P¨£mh {»[PÎß 

GÀø»PÒ £ØÔ²® C[SÒÍ PÀöÁmkPÒ 

SÔ¨¦ u¸QßÓÚ.4

PmhhUPø»

 ÷\õ÷©_Áµº v¸U÷Põ°À 42 «mhº 

}Í®, 25 «mhº AP»® öPõsh ÁÍõP 

©vÀ_ÁºPÐhß P¸ÁøÓ, Aºzu©sh£®, 

©Põ ©sh£® Aø©¨¦PÐhß QÇUS 

÷|õUQ¯ÁõÖ Aø©¢xÒÍx. CU÷Põ°¼À 

÷\õ©P©»õ®¤øP, \si÷PìÁµº, Â|õ¯Pº, 

©Põ»m_ª, _¨µ©o¯º ÷£õßÓ uÛa  

\ßÚvPÐ® EÒÍÚ.

P¸ÁøÓ

 ÷\õ÷©_Áµº v¸U÷Põ°À P¸ÁøÓ°ß 

öÁÎ¨¦Ó® QÇUS ÷©ØPõP 620 ö\.«  

}Í•®, öuØS ÁhUPõP 620 ö\.« AP»•® 

öPõsk \xµ ÁiÂÀ Aø©UP¨£mkÒÍx. 

CvÀ ÷\õ÷©_Áµº v¸Ä¸Á® Ámh©õÚ 

BÄøh|k÷Á E¸øÍ ÁiÁ©õP GÊ¢xÒÍøu  

Põn•iQÓx. P¸ÁøÓ°ß öÁÎ¨¦Ó 

Pmhø©¨¦ E£õÚ®, áPv, S•u®, 

P®¦, Psh®, P®¦, £miøP, ÁõáÚ® 

BQ¯ AvmhõÚ Aø©¨¦PÐhÝ® 

uõ[SuÍ® P¸[PÀ Pmk©õÚzv¾® 

EÒÍx. öÁÎ¨¦ÓU Pmk©õÚa _ÁºPÎÀ

Pmhø©¨ø£ ÷|õUS®÷£õx P»\®, 

Psh®, QŸÁ®, Sh® ©ØÖ® Â›¢u 

uõ©øµ CuÌPøÍUöPõsh £»øP, 

÷£õvøP BQ¯ EÖ¨¦P÷Íõk Ezvµzx-

hß CønQÓ 29 AøµzysPÒ ‰ßÖ 

£UP[PÐ® Põn¨£kQßÓÚ. P¸ÁøÓ 

öÁÎ¨¦Ó ÷©À £Sv°À §uUPn[PÒ, 

Tk, öPõk[øP, ¯õÍÁ› BQ¯Ú  

‰ßÖ £UP[PÎ¾® Pmk©õÚzvÀ  

]zu›UP¨£mkÒÍÚ.

÷uÁ÷Põmh[PÒ

 P¸ÁøÓ°ß öÁÎ¨¦Óa _ÁºPÎÀ 

öuØS, ÷©ØS, ÁhUS BQ¯ ‰ßÖ 

£UP[PÎ¾® ÷uÁ÷Põmhø©¨¦PÒ 

(÷uÁ÷Põèhø©¨¦) Aø©UP¨£mkÒÍÚ. 

÷uÁ÷Põmhø©¨¦PÎÀ C¸ ¦Ó[PÎ¾® 

P»\®, Psh®, QŸÁ®, Sh® ©ØÖ® 

Â›¢u uõ©øµ CuÌPøÍU öPõsh 

£»øP Aø©¨¦øh¯ AøµzysPÒ 

Põn¨£kQßÓÚ. öuØS¨ ¦ÓzvÀ EÒÍ 

÷uÁ÷PõmhzvÀ öum]nõ‰ºzv 

Põm]¯ÎUQÓõº. ©ØÓ ÷uÁ÷Põmh[PÎÀ 

]Ø£[PÒ Põn¨£hÂÀø». ¤ØPõ»zvÀ 

÷ÁÖ Ch[PÐUS ÷Põèh ]Ø£[PøÍ 

Gkzxa ö\ßÔ¸UP»õ®.
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 Aºzu©sh£zvß öuØS ©ØÖ® 

ÁhUS¨ ¦Ó[PÎ¾® ÷uÁ÷Põmhø©¨¦PÒ 

EÒÍÚ. Cz÷uÁ÷Põmhø©¨¦PÎÀ C¸ 

¦Ó[PÎ¾® EÒÍ AøµzysPÒ ÷©ØSÔ¨¤mh 

ysPÎß Aø©¨ø£ ÷£õßÖ Jzu 

{ø»°À Aø©¢xÒÍÚ. Czv¸U÷Põ°À 

Pmhø©¨£õÚx •ÊÁx® CøhUPõ»a 

÷\õÇºPÎß Pø»¨ £õo°À Aø©¢xÒÍx 

SÔ¨¤hzuUPx.

Â©õÚ®

 ÷\õ÷©_Áµº v¸U÷Põ°À Â©õÚzvß 

AvmhõÚø©¨¦ 620 ö\.« }Í•®, 620 

ö\.« AP»•® öPõshuõP Aø©¢xÒÍx. 

CU÷Põ°À Â©õÚ® J¸ uÍ Aø©¨¤À 

÷Á\µ¨£õo°À Aø©¢xÒÍx. Â©õÚzvß 

|õßS £UP[PÎ¾® ÷Áø»¨£õkPÐhß 

Ti¯ _øua ]Ø£[PÒ {øÓ¢x AÇShß 

Põm]¯ÎUQßÓÚ. BÚõÀ uØö£õÊx 

CU÷Põ°À Â©õÚzvß Tøµ¨ £SvPÎÀ 

©µ®, ö\iPÒ •øÍzx ÁÍº¢x 

Põn¨£kQßÓÚx. CuÚõÀ Â©õÚz-

vß Pmk©õÚ Aø©¨¦ ]v»©øh²® 

{ø» HØ£mkÒÍx. CÁØøÓ¨ 

¦Úµø©zuõÀ uõß |©x £s£õmk 

©µ¦a]ßÚ[PÒ £õxPõUP¨£k®. 

Aºzu©sh£®

 ÷\õ÷©_Áµº v¸U÷Põ°¼À P¸ÁøÓUS 

Akzu {ø»°À EÒÍ Aºzu©sh£® 

QÇUS ÷©ØPõP 217ö\.« }Í® öPõsk 

\xµ ÁiÁzvÀ Põn¨£kQÓx. Aºzu©sh£zvß 

öÁÎ¨¦Óa_Áº Pmk©õÚ Aø©¨¦ 

P¸ÁøÓ°ß AvmhõÚzøu Jzu {ø»°À 

Aø©¢xÒÍx. AuõÁx AvmhõÚ®,  

_Áº, ¤µìuµ® GÝ® Tøµ BQ¯ ‰ßÖ 

A[P[PøÍU öPõsk ÂÍ[SQßÓÚ. 

÷©¾®, ¦Óa_ÁºPÎÀ öuØQ¾® ÁhUQ¾® 

P»\®, Psh®, QŸÁ®, Sh® ©ØÖ® Â›¢u 

uõ©øµ CuÌPøÍUöPõsh £»øP 

Aø©¨¦øh¯ AøµzysPÒ öuØS ©ØÖ® 

ÁhUS¨ ¦Ó[PÎÀ Põn¨£kQßÓÚ. 

C®©sh£zvß C¸ ¦Ó[PÎ¾® (öuØS, 

ÁhUS) ÷uÁ÷Põmhø©¨¦PÒ 

Aø©UP¨£mkÒÍÚ.

©Põ©sh£®

 ©Põ©sh£® Aºzu©sh£zvØS •ß 

\xµ©õÚ ÁiÁø©¨¤À Aø©¢xÒÍx. 

C®©sh£® QÇUS ÷©ØPõP 1060 ö\.« 

}Í•®, öuØS ÁhUPõP 820 ö\.« 

AP»•® öPõshuõPU Põn¨£kQÓx. 

C®©shzvØS Cµsk ~øÇÄ Áõ°ÀPÒ 

EÒÍÚ. ©sh£zvß •ß £UP•ÒÍ 

~øÇÄ Áõ°À 175 ö\.« AP»•®, 

©sh£zvß öuØS¨ ¦ÓzvÀ EÒÍ 

©ØöÓõ¸ ~øÇÄ Áõ°À 170 ö\.« 

AP»•® öPõshuõP Aø©¢xÒÍx. 

C®©sh£ Em¦ÓzvÀ öÁmk¨÷£õvøP 

Aø©¨¦PÐøh¯ BÖ P¸[PÀ ysPÒ 

Põn¨£kQßÓÚ.

]Ø£UPø»

 Czv¸U÷Põ°À P¸ÁøÓ°À ‰»ÁµõP 

¼[P ÁiÂÀ ÷\õ÷©_Áµº EÒÍõº. 

CU÷Põ°À ©Põ©sh£zvÀ |¢v JßÖ 

P¸ÁøÓø¯ ÷|õUQ¯ÁõÖ Aø©¢xÒÍx. 

÷©¾®, uÛ\ßÚv°À ÷\õ©P©»õ®¤øP 

A®©ß ]Ø£•®, Â|õ¯Pº, _¨µ©o¯º, 

Pá»m_ª, \xº•P \si÷PìÁµº, ÷£õßÓ 

]Ø£[PÒ uÛa\ßÚvPÎ¾® Aø©¢xÒÍÚ. 

Ca]Ø£[PÒ AøÚzx® CøhUPõ»a 

÷\õÇºPÎß Pø»¨£õo°À Põn¨£kQßÓÚ.
 

÷uÁ÷Põmha ]Ø£[PÒ

um]nõ‰ºzv

 P¸ÁøÓ öuØS¨ ¦Ó ÷uÁ÷PõmhzvÀ 

Aø©UP¨£mkÒÍ um]nõ‰ºzv Á»x 

Põø»z öuõ[PÂmk, Chx Põø» Á»x 

•Ç[PõÀ «x øÁzuÁõÖ, |õßS Pµ[PÐhß 

Ãµõ\ÚzvÀ Põm]¯ÎUQÓõº. ÷©À 

Á»UPµzvÀ |õP•®, ChUPµzvÀ wa_h¸® 
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Põn¨£kQÓx. RÌ Á»UPµ® Â¯U¯õb®, 

ChUPµ® Chx öuõøh«x Aø©¢x 

¦zuP •zvøµ°À Kø»a_Áiø¯ 

H¢v²ÒÍõº. um]nõ‰ºzv°ß uø»ø¯ 

\hõ£õµ® A»[P›UQÓx. PõxPÎÀ •øÓ÷¯ 

©Pµ Ssh»•®, _¸Ò Kø»²® Ao 

ö\#¯ PÊzvÀ \Ái, \µ¨£Î, }sh 

•zuõµ® ÷£õßÓøÁ A»[P›UP, ©õº¤À 

•¨¦› ¡¾® Põn¨£kQßÓÚ. •Pzv¾ÒÍ 

PsPÒ um]nõ‰ºzv°ß v¯õÚ {ø»ø¯U 

PõmkQßÓÚ. um]nõ‰ºv°ß Á»x, 

Chx £UP[PÎÀ •ÛÁºPÐ®, um]nõ‰ºzv 

]Ø£zvß ¤ß ¦Ó® B»©µ•® _Á›À 

ÁiÁø©UP¨£mkÒÍÚ. Ca]Ø£® 

CøhUPõ»a÷\õÇº Põ»zøua \õº¢ux.

xºUøP

 ÁhUS¨ ¦Ó ÷uÁ÷PõmhzvÀ Aø©¢v¸¢u 

Av÷uÁøu GßÖ S÷»õzx[Pa ÷\õÇ 

©ßÚÚõÀ £õµõmh¨£mhuõPU TÓ¨£k®, 

xºUøP A®©ß uØö£õÊx ©Põ©sh£zvÝÒ 

ÁhUS¨ ¦ÓzvÀ öuØS ÷|õUQ¯ÁõÖ 

{ßÓ {ø»°À Põm] AÎUQÓx. C÷u 

{ßÓ {ø»°À ©sh£zvß EÒ¦ÓzvÀ 

Aø©¢v¸¨£x uªÇPzvß ¤Ó ÷Põ°ÀPÎÀ 

Põn¨£hõu JßÓõS®. Ca]Ø£® ¤ØPõ»zvÀ 

÷uÁ÷Põmhzv¼¸¢x Gkzx ©Põ©sh£zvÀ 

øÁUP¨£mhøÁ¯õP C¸UP»õ®. 

\xº•P \si÷PìÁµº

 ÷\õ÷©_Áµº ÷Põ°À P¸ÁøÓUS ÁhUS¨ 

£UPzvÀ uÛ \ßÚv°À Aø©¢xÒÍ 

\xº•P \si÷P_Áµº ¥hzvÀ _Põ\Ú 

{ø»°À Á»x Põø» öuõ[PÂmk®, 

Chx Põø» ©hUQ ¥hzvÀ øÁzuÁõÖ® 

A©º¢xÒÍõº. |õßS £UP[PÎ¾® uø» 

Aø©¨ø£U öPõsh \xº•P \si÷P_Áµº 

öuØS ÷|õUQ¯ÁõÖ Aø©¢xÒÍõº. 

|õßS Pµ[PÐøh¯ \si÷PìÁµ›ß 

Á»÷©ØPµzvÀ AUP©õø»²®, ChUPµzvÀ 

A[S\•®, ChUPµzvÀ _Ái²® 

Põn¨£kQÓx. Á»x RÌUPµzvÀ A£¯ 

•zvøµ EÒÍx. Cx ÷£õßÓ Aø©¨¦PøÍ 

Eøh¯ \si÷P_Áµº ]Ø£® (|õßS 

uø»PøÍ²øh¯x) uªÇPzv¾ÒÍ ¤Ó 

÷Põ°ÀPÎÀ Põs£x A›x. Ca]Ø£® 

Pø»|¯zxhß Áiø©UP¨£mkÒÍø© 

CøhUPõ»a ÷\õÇºPÎß Pø»zvÓÝUSa 

]Ó¢u \õßÓõS®.
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