
http://www.shanlaxjournals.com 49£UP®

Shanlax

International Journal of Tamil Research shanlax
# S I N C E 1 9 9 0

OPEN ACCESS

Manuscript ID:
TAM-05032021-3641

Volume: 5

Issue: 3

Month: January

Year: 2021

P-ISSN: 2454-3993

E-ISSN: 2582-2810

Received:  05.11.2020
�
Accepted: 22.11.2020

Published: 01.01.2021

Citation: 
Anandakumar, S and  
G. Ramakrishnan. “Tribes 
and Other Communities 
- An Overview.” Shanlax 
International Journal of 
Tamil Research, vol. 5,  
no. 3, 2021, pp. 49–52.

DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.34293/
tamil.v5i3.3641 

*Corresponding Author:
anandsaduragiri7@gmail.
com

 

This work is licensed 
under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0 
International License

Tribes and Other Communities -  
An Overview

S. Anandakumar
Ph.D., Research Scholar, Department of History 

Saraswathi Narayanan College, Perungudi, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India
 https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2503-5213

Dr. G. Ramakrishnan
Assistant Professor, School of Historical Studies

Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India

Abstract: India has one of the largest concentrations of tribal population in the world 
after Africa. The Tribal areas of India are mostly sheltered and remote, as a result of it a 
very little is known about their conditions and problems. The tribes are more compared 
not only in relation to the general population, but also compared with scheduled caste, 
the other acknowledged backward social group with constitutional protection. Tamil 
Nadu is one of the major states of the southern zone in India, consists of important tribal 
groups. The tribal areas of Tamil Nadu can be broadly divided into two major geograph-
ical dimensions such as the eastern coastal line and the mountainous regions of the north 
and west. The average elevation of the Eastern Ghats is 2000 feet and the highest peak 
is 6000 feet. This range is not continuous in Tamil Nadu. The Indian Sub-continent, in 
the Indian geographical area of Tamil Nadu covers about 1, 30,000 sq kms, representing 
nearly four percent of the total geographical area. There are more than 40 different tribes 
in Tamil Nadu.  Scholars believe that most languages are closely related to Tamil and 
belong to the Dravidian language family. 
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Indigenous people, An equality system, tamilnadu tribes

Reference Books
1.	 	 Anthony King, D. (1976). London, Colonial Urban Development. 
2.	 	 Blanford, HF. (1859). Survey Report M.JL.S. XV. 75, The Nilgiris.
3.	 	 Cryilnanmony, (2005). New Delhi, Dalits, and Tribes of India.
4.	 	 Devasahayam, N. (2006). Chennai, The Tamilnadu Tribes, Vol, XVI.
5.	 	 Francis, W. (2002). The Nilgiris, , New Delhi, Madras District Gazetteers. 
6.	 	 Gopalakrishnan, M. (1995). The Nilgiris District Gazetteer, Madras.
7.	 	 Sharma, BD. (1997). Tribal Society in India, New Delhi, Manak Publications Pvt. 

Ltd.,
8.	 	 Bakshi, SR and Kiran Bala. (2000). Social and Economic Development of Sched-

uled Tribes, New Delhi, Deep and Deep Publications Pvt. Ltd.,
9.	 	 Beteille, (1960), Andre, The definition of tribe, seminar -14.
10.		 Bose, NK. (1972). Some Indian Tribes. Delhi: Nat Book Trust.



http://www.shanlaxjournals.com 50

shanlax
# S I N C E 1 9 9 0

Œõß»õUì 
£ßÚõmkz uªÈ¯À B#ÂuÌ

£UP®

£Ç[SiPÐ® ö£õx öÁÎa\‰P•® & K¸ £õºøÁ

\. BÚ¢uS©õº

£Sv ÷|µ •øÚÁº £mh B#ÁõÍº, Áµ»õØÖzxøÓ

©xøµ Põ©µõ\º £ÀPø»UPÇP®, ©xøµ 

•øÚÁº @Põ. µõ©Q¸ènß

EuÂ¨ ÷£µõ]›¯º

\µìÁv |õµõ¯nß Pø» ©ØÖ® AÔÂ¯À PÀ¿›, ö£¸[Si, ©xøµ

B#Äa ”¸UP®: C¢v¯õÂß öuØS ©sh»zvß •UQ¯ ©õ{»[PÎÀ JßÓõÚ uªÇP®, 

•UQ¯©õÚ £Ç[Si°ÚU SÊUPøÍU öPõskÒÍx. uªÌ|õmiß £Ç[Si¨ £SvPøÍ 

QÇUS Ph÷»õµU ÷Põk ©ØÖ® ÁhUS ©ØÖ® ÷©ØQß ©ø»¨ £SvPÒ ÷£õßÓ Cµsk •UQ¯ 

¦Â°¯À £›©õn[PÍõP¨ ¤›UP»õ®. uªÌ |õmiÀ ÁõÌ¢x Á¸® £Ç[Si°Úº £ØÔ²® ¤Ó  

Œ•PzvÚ›ß £Ç[Si ©UPÒ £ØÔ¯ ¦›uø»²® CUPmkøµ ÂÍUSQÓx.

•UQ¯a öŒõØPÒ: uªÌ|õk, |õmk¨¦ÓÂ¯À, ©õÛhÂ¯À, £Ç[Si ©UPÒ, |õ÷hõi £Ç[Si, 

öuõÀ£Ç[Si ©UPÒ, \©zxÁ Aø©¨¦.

	 ©Ûuß £Ç[Põ» ÁõÌUøP •øÓPÎ¼¸¢x 

ÁÍº¢xÁ¸® ©õØÓ[PøÍU Psk 

ÁõÌUøPø¯ ö|Ô£kzvU öPõshÁºPÒ 

£Ç[SiPÒ. CÁºPÒ ÁõÊ® Ch[PøÍ 

ø©¯£kzva ‹Ì{ø»US GØ£ CÁºPÎß 

\‰P Aø©¨¦, £s£õk Põn¨£kQßÓÚ. 

£Ç[Si ©UPÒ GßÓõÀ Â»[SPÎß 

G¾®¦PøÍ Eh¼À AoP»ÚõP 

Ao¢xöPõsk ¦›¯õu ö©õÈ°À ÷£] 

|hÚ® BiUöPõsk C¸UQÓÁºPÒ 

GßÓ ö£õx¨¦zv {»ÄQÓx. ¦Ç[SiPÐ® 

ö£õxöÁÎa \‰PzvÀ GÀ@»õ¸® 

÷£õßÖ C¸UPUTi¯ \õuõµn ©UPÒ 

uõß. Cø» uø»PøÍ²®, ©µ¨£møh-

PøÍ²®, Â»[SPÎß ÷uõø»²® 

AøµSøµ BøhPÍõP EkzvUöPõsk 

C¸UQÓÁºPÒ BvÁõ]PÒ, £Ç[SiPÒ 

GÚU SÔUP¨£kQßÓÚº. BÚõÀ 

CßøÓUS AÁºPÐøh¯ ÁõÌUøP 

{ø»°À {øÓ¯ ©õØÓ[PøÍ E¸ÁõUQ 

ÁõÌ¢x Á¸QÓõºPÒ.

	 BvÁõ], PõmkÁõ], •xSi, £Ç[Si, 

ÁÚÁõ], ©ø»©UPÒ C¨£i £» ö£¯ºPÎÀ 

CÁºPÒ AøÇUP¨£kQÓõºPÒ. ©ø»ÁõÌ 

©UPÒ uõß §ºÁSiPÒ. £Ç[Põ»z 

uªÌa \‰P® AÁºPÐøh¯ {»£µ¨¤ØS 

HØÓÁõÖ ÁõÌUøP •øÓPøÍ²® 

£s£õmøh²® Aø©zuuõPa \[P 

C»UQ¯zvß I¢vønU ÷Põm£õk 

GkzxU PõmkQÓx. CÚUSÊa \‰P©õP¨ 

 £õµ®£›¯ £s£õk Aøh¯õÍ[P÷Íõk 

C¸UQßÓ §ºÁSiPÒuõß ö£¸®£õßø©¯õÚ  

£Ç[Si ©UPÒ.

©ø»²® ©ø»\õº¢u £Sv²©õÚ & SÔg]

ÁÚ•® ÁÚ® \õº¢u £Sv²©õÚ & •Àø»

	 £õø» {»zv¾® £Ç[Si ©UPÒ 

C¯ØUøP÷¯õk JßÔ ÁõÌQÓõºPÒ. 

öuõÀPõ¨¤¯zvÀ SÔ¨¤h¨£mkÒÍ 
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B¯º, v¸USÓÎÀ ö\õÀ»¨£mh  

÷ÁmkÁº ©ØÖ® SÔg] {»UQÇÁß, 

•Àø» {»U÷PõÁº, PõÚUSÓÁº, G°Úº, 

G¤¼, G°ØÔ¯º, B¯º, BÂ¯º, B#©PÒ, 

£ø»¯º, Cøh¯º, Cøh©Pß, Cøh©PÒ, 

PõÚUPÓÁº, ]ÖSi SÓÁß, ÷PõÁ»º, 

÷Põ\º, ÷Põ¯ß, ÷Põ¯©õß, ÷ÁmkÁº, 

÷Áhº, PõnUPõµº, ©ÇÁº C¨£i £» 

ö£¯ºPøÍa \[P C»UQ¯® SÔ¨¤kQÓx. 

GÎø©¯õÚ ÁõÇUøP•øÓ Bs, 

ö£s \©zxÁ®, (Â¸®¦® |£øµ÷¯ 

v¸©n® ö\#²® E›ø©) \õv£õS£õ÷h  

CÀ»õu \©zxÁ Aø©¨¦, £õµ®£›¯ 

©¸zxÁ AÔÄ C¨£i £À÷ÁÖ ]Ó¨¦PÐhß  

ÁõÌQÓõºPÒ £Ç[SiPÒ.

	 £Ç[SiPÒ GÚ¨ ö£õxÁõP TÔÚõ¾® 

C¢u¨ £Ç[SiPÒ AøÚÁ¸® J÷µ  

CÚ® Qøh¯õx. £ß•P¨£mh ußø©PøÍ²® 

£ÇUP ÁÇUP[PøÍ öPõskU Aøh¯õÍ[P÷Íõk 

ÁõÌQÓõºPÒ.

	 C¢v¯õÂÀ £À÷ÁÖ £Ç[Si CÚ[PÒ 

C¸UQÓõºPÒ. ÁhQÇUS ©õ{»[PÎÀ 

£Ç[SiPÒ AvP AÍÂÀ C¸UQÓõºPÒ. 

uªÌ|õmiß ©UPÒ öuõøP Ai¨£øh°À 

£Ç[SiPÐøh¯ GsoUøP ªPÄ® 

SøÓÄ. Ph¢u 2011 ©UPÒöuõøP 

PnUöPk¨¦ 7, 94, 697 £Ç[SiPÒ 

uªÌ|õmiÀ C¸UQÓuõPU TÖQÓx. 

Cx uªÌ|õmiß ö©õzu ©UPÒ 

öuõøP÷¯õk PnUQk®÷£õx 1.1% •¨£xUS® 

÷©Ø¨£mh £Ç[Si CÚ[PÒ uªÌ 

|õmiÀ C¸UQÓõºPÒ. }»Q›, uº©¦›, 

v¸Ásnõ©ø», ÷\»®, |õ©UPÀ  

©õÁmh[PÎÀ AvP©õPÄ® ÷Põ¯®£õzyº, 

÷uÛ, vskUPÀ, Â¸x|Pº, v¸ö|À÷Á¼, 

PßÛ¯õS©›, ÷£õßÓ ÷©ØS öuõhºa] 

©ø»÷¯õµ ©õÁmh[PÎÀ £µÁ»õP¨ 

£Ç[Si ©UPÒ Põn¨£kQÓõºPÒ

	

	 £Ç[Si ©UPÎÀ ö£¸®£õßø© 

CÚ©õÚ ©ø»¯õÎ (3,10,042) (47.6%), 

C¸ÍºPÒ (1,55,606), Põmk|õ¯UPß 

(45,227), £o¯º (9,121) SÖ®£ß 

(24,963), öPõshõöµmiPÒ (31,526), 

C¸UQÓõºPÒ. uªÌ|õmiÀ ]» £Ç[-

SiPÒ SøÓÁõÚ GsoUøP°À 

ÁõÌQÓõºPÒ.

(E----®) ---

Aµ|õhß & 140, Si©ø»USi & 126, 

©ßÚõß & 82, öPõa_÷Á»ß & 133, 

öPõµPº & 159, ©Põ©»\º & 183, £Ò÷Í¯ß 

& 339, ©ø»UPsi & 464, öPõsh Põ¦ & 

516, Põhº & 760, ÷Põzuº & 925 

	 |õ÷hõi £Ç[SiPÍõP C¸UQßÓ 

ÁõQ›, ]UPõ› BQ¯ |›USÓÁºPÐ®,  

_Põ›, £g\õµõ BQ¯ »®£õi ©UPÐ® 

uªÌ|õmk¨ £Ç[Si £mi¯¼À  

÷\ºUP¨£hÂÀø». ÷uõhº, C¸Íº, 

Põhº, Põmk|õ¯UPº, SÖ®£º, ©ØÖ® 

£o¯º BQ¯ BÖ £Ç[SiPøÍ C¢v¯ 

Aµ_ Particularly Vulnerable Tribe Group (PVTG) (ªP 

ÂøµÂÀ AÈ¢x ÷£õPUTi¯ £Ç[SiPÒ 

GÚ Áøµ¯ÖzxÒÍõºPÒ). öuõßø©¯õÚ 

Áµ»õØÖ Aøh¯õÍ[PøÍU öPõsh 

öuõÀ£Ç[Si ©UPÒ ÷©ØUS öuõhºa] 

©ø»PÎ¾® QÇUS öuõhºa] 

©ø»PÎ¾® ÁõÌ¢x Á¸QÓõºPÒ.

	 uº©¦› ©õÁmh® (JU÷PÚUPÀ), 

Q¸ènQ› (©À»À¼) BQ¯ £SvÎÀ 

C¸Íº ©UPÐ®, v¸ö|À÷Á¼ 

©õÁmh® (¦Î¯[Si ÷Põmh©ø») 

£Î¯º ©UPÐ® CßÖ® SøPPÎÀ 

ÁõÌ¢x Á¸QÓõºPÒ. ö£¸®£õ¾® 

ÂÍ[SPÒ, £ÓøÁPøÍ ÷Ámøh¯õkuÀ, 

C¯ØøP ÁÚ[PÎÀ C¸¢x ÷uß 

GkzuÀ, QÇ[S GkzuÀ, «ß¤izuÀ 

÷£õßÓ öuõÈÀPøÍa ö\#x Á¸QÓõºPÒ.  

«ßPøÍz ui¯õÀ Aizx®, xoPøÍ 

H¢v²® «ß ¤izuõ¾®Th AÁºPÒ 
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Œõß»õUì 
£ßÚõmkz uªÈ¯À B#ÂuÌ

£UP®

ö\õUP øÁzx «ß ¤izuÀ Gß£x 

AÁºPÎß uÛa]Ó¨¦ BS®. BÖ 

©ØÖ® KøhPÎÀ uspº BÇ©õPz 

÷u[Q²ÒÍ £Svø¯ “©kÄ” GßQÓõºPÒ. 

A¢u £Sv°À ö\õUS ©µ¨£møhø¯U 

P\UQ ÷£õmhÄhß «ßPÒ ö\õUQ 

÷£õS®. AuõÁx ©¯[Q¯{ø»USa 

ö\ßÖÂk®. Eh÷Ú ö£›¯ «ßPÒ 

AøÚzøu²® ¤izxÂkÁõºPÒ. ]ßÚ 

«ßPÒ ]Ôx ÷|µzvÀ ©¯UP® öuÎ¢x 

KiÂk®. (ö\õUS ö£õi ÷£õmk 

©¯UPq® GßÓ öuõhº CuÚõÀuõß 

ÁÇUPzvØS Á¢v¸UP»õ®). öPõzx 

PõkPÒ, ¦nÀPõkPÒ BQ¯ ö£¯ºPÎÀ 

©ø»ö|À, ©ø» ÁõøÇ, £Çõ,  

÷PÌ ÂµS, vøn, ÷\õÍ®, BQ¯ 

£°ºPøÍa ]» Ch[PÎÀ ÷ÁÍõsø© 

ö\#QÓõºPÒ. £Ç[Si ©UPÎß 

Qµõ©[PÒ £v, Fº, |õk, ©¢x BQ¯ 

ÁõºzøuPÎÀ •i²®. ©ø», ÁÚ®, 

PõØÖ, ©ø», Ci ÷£õßÓ C¯ØøP 

Aø©¨ø£ CÁºPÒ öu#Á[PÍõP 

ÁÈ£kQÓõºPÒ. 

	 ©øu¯õß, ©õ›¯®©õÒ, •ÜìÁµß, 

÷Põøh¯®©ß, ©õ\õÛ¯®©ß, £÷\õìÁµß,  

©õPõÎ¯®©ß BQ¯ öu#Á[PÐUS 

÷PõÂÀPÒ GÊ¨¤ ÁÈ£mk Á¢uõ¾®Th 

CÁºPÐUS GßÖ uÛ ©u Aøh¯õÍ® 

Qøh¯õx. PõmkUSÒ ÷Áhøh¯õh  

ö\À¾®÷Áø»°À K¸Á¸US J¸Áº 

uPÁÀPøÍ¨ £Ô©õÔUöPõÒÍ “SUT” GßÓ  

\zuªk® •øÓø¯¨ ¤ß£ØÖQÓõºPÒ. 

	 uªÌ|õmiÀ Põhº, C¸Íº, ©»\º, 

PõoUPõµß, ©ø»÷Áhß, ©ø»USÓÁß, 

÷\õÍPº ÷£õßÓ £Ç[Si CÚ[PÒ 

§ºÃP©õPU PõkPÎÀ ÁõÌ¢x Á¸QÓõºPÒ. 

•xÁº, ©ø»¯õÎ, £Î¯º, Põmk|õ¯UPß, 

£o¯º, SÖ®£º ÷£õßÓ £Ç[SiPÒ 

\©öÁÎ £Sv°À ÁõÌ¢x Á¸QÓõºPÒ. 

]»º ÁõÌÂ¯À ö|¸UPiPÒ Põµn©õP 

\©öÁÎ°À ÁõÇ•i¯õ©À ©Ö£i²® 

PõkPÎ÷» Si÷¯ÔÚõºPÒ. 

PõmiÀ Á]UP Ti¯ £Ç[Si ©UPÒ 

\¢÷uõ\©õP ÁõÌ¢uõ¾®Th ÁÚa 

\mh[PÒ, öuõÈØ ÁÍºa] vmh[PÒ, 

_ØÖ»õ C¨£i £» ö\¯ÀPÎÀ £Ç[Si 

©UPÐUS CßÖ ]UPÀPÒ E¸ÁõQU 

öPõs÷huõß C¸UQßÓÚ. C¯ØøP 

©ØÖ® PõkPøÍ¨ £õxPõ¨£x •UQ¯ 

C¯ØøPø¯z uß FµõPÄ® ÃhõPÄ® 

Gso ÁõÌ¢xÁ¸®  ‰uõøu¯º 

£Ç[Si ©UPÒ BÁõº. 
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