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Abstract - There have been numerous criticsfound in Tamil Nadu since theintroduction
of the phrase ‘Dravidam’( Dravidianism). The criticism on ‘Dravidam’ was at its peek
when DK ( Dravida Kazhagam), DravidaNadu, DMK ( Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam),
were very popular among the masses of Tamil Nadu. There is a general opinion that
Bishop Robert Caldwell was the first to use the word Dravidam. There are also stories
saying Dravidam is not Tamil and Dravidians are not Tamils. Therefore, it is natural for
anyone to question the verity of Dravidam. Is Dravidam anillusion? Or isit afabricated
story? With these questionsin my mind | started researching the Sangam Literature and
the historical documents extensively. | have found a plethora of evidence confirming
Dravidam and Tamil are not different. Dravidam is Tamil and Tamil is Dravidam

Keywords: Dravidam, Dravidianism, Dravidar, Dravidian, Tamil, Tamilar, Sanga
Tamil, Endonym, Exonoym, Bishop Robert Caldwell, Brahminism, Dravida Bhasha,
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@  Quurigefigyb
QIemLpSHHLILIL L_eLoudled(b b5 SLOLD,
Somai_tb W  Quew@d  serGm
e1687LI% OsafleuTSHeTmg.

FRIGLD” GTGOT

GLogiLh FTETDTS, HTUJLDTGOTGUT LITL_6V
gerlenesrss LimriGuimib. eur_QomfuiGev
ar Qemmsger agap Forai_$50w
aubSST alleurfliGLicr;

aebev gLl prflenrt aurfl e Gaar au_Gomyflulleir

uFeTBIS6T FinflgIL56vBevuetr -
(STULOTGTeUT LITL_6V&%6iT. F)GSTSH6uTLD
(10.3)*

Guogyeirer Lim_efepb HLOLD, Famed b
Y& @)rever(pLb eesrCm 616sT) QLIT(HEwETd;

SHTGEOTGV/TLD.

Guoguid LmGeubgi LTSS T, HLOIPHGLD
9 QH6stmy Cuirt eTewyLb mrelled, Fomall b
eTaqb Lim_elled SLAGL Fomall b eredrmy
Sfbgg erery s Ogaflaurss @i Rarer.

2 @55 @ea QETanGL 2 ewrig GLflpLb
Gomalil_ibereir Gn§iflss Ogetmy! - Gymail_ib
yfwieumins L B SissTeud JbsF Qemed
@ amed Bom i)
(- SLpd&Lb JupOFeinmy CLit mired,
umL_eb Symai_1b*

ey i GlewgwiiFer, e @omif)
QImiIFFwITerTT, 1891-60 YITUIFRSHTH
alevsremriNsg  1894-60  YTTUIFFEHW
QapTL_mG 30 YyETGser YTTUIHS
1928-6v Qevefludl_Lii’ 1 eugg Qb
@uomySwimgmiide)  (Linguistic Survey of India)
6T6dTawLD BTede) SLOLPLD 6TetTLICS SHrail Lb
GTGOTLISGHT eLpavLD eTadTmy OVFTeV & mTTT,>
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The name Dravidian is o conventional one. Tt s dedved fom the Sanskeit zfag
Trwvide, 0 word which is again probably desived from an
oldey Phramila, Damiln, and i identical with the name of
Tumil. Compare p. 208 below, The pame Dmvidian is, secondingly, identical with
Tamulian, which name has (Bemerdy been used by European writers as o coammon
designation of the languages in question.  The word Dravida forms part of the denomin-
ation _dudbra- Driviga-bhiski, the lingnage of the Andhras (.., Telngu) and Dravidss
(2., Tamilians) which Kumirila Bhatta (probahly 7th centary A,[)) employed to depote

Hama of the family.

avGQ_etr @QarGarmel ereyyb Gomfluflised
eV LD eTettayd OlFmeveled (BB
smer  Sgmedl_tb  eretreyyb  QlaFmed
Caprerus s s(HHFmm.*”

“the Sanskrit Dramica, “Dravidian,” is borrowed by Tam-
il under the form Tiramida. Dramida, which also occurs as
Dravida, is in its turn developed from an older Damida,

which is identical with the word Tamid, Tamil.

Snskrit word ?zm}xmm '3 Brahmin," becomes bardmana in
Kanarese and piramapa in Tamil; the Sanskrit Dromiga, ' Dravi-
thian," is borrowed by Tamil um:cr the form T¥rimida. Dromida,
which also oeenrs as {?rawda. is in its turn developed from an older
Damija, which is identical with the word Tamiiy, T rrlll

- 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica, Volume 8, Dravidian by
Sten Konow

SLOpLh 616t BLopen_w Gr GlFmev
gy,  Sobflés, Sgblerdb, &Ll _Lb,
Somdl_tb, Sgmed_tb eredty LIV Geumy
Sevr galliygF Qammaserts BleTmmey b
Qemay  wreyb  HLOLp, SLOLpr,  HLOLPLD
eTeiTLIUMEIDS: G5 OFTmasGar erermy
QaaflauTSmg).

Cunawmdu sreysefler g riLienr_uileh
Somail_qpib Flupd eTGn  eTETLINS
auwiLlesraf) ymhusevrrib.
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