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Islamic ‘Bakhirs’ 
M. Askar Ali

Head, Tamil Department
Acharia College of Arts and Science, Puducherry, India

Abstract - The lives of Islamists around the world are fundamentally religious. More than 
that, it is subject to the rules taught by that “religious community.” In such a religious life, 
the duality of being centered and marginalized becomes inevitable. Thoppil Mohammad 
Meeran and Keeranur Jagirrajah are the creator of the myths about the marginalized 
community in the creative field. The lives of various marginalized people as a result of 
the central political attitude are portrayed as diverse in their fiction. They have written 
about the marginalized mantras of sex workers, homosexuals, mercenaries, brokers, 
thieves, drunkards, psychiatrists, beggars, etc., unfamiliar with most Islamic myths. His 
works also record non-seafaring fishing Islamists, Bakhirs (wanderers), Osaks (sailors), 
and Motinars (front-line servants in mosques). In this context, this article examines in 
detail how Keeranur Zakir Raja translated into literature the record of Bakhirs living a 
nomadic life in the Islamic community.

Key Words: Keeranur Zakir Raja, Center for Islam and Bakhir, Thoppil Mohammad 
Meeran
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Œõß»õUì 
£ßÚõmkz uªÈ¯À B#ÂuÌ

£UP®

Cì»õª¯¨ £URºPÒ

•øÚÁº ö©Í. AìPº A¼

uªÌzxøÓz uø»Áº

Ba\õ›¯õ Pø» ©ØÖ® AÔÂ¯À PÀ¿›, ¦xa÷\›

B#Äa”¸UP®

Cì»õª¯ºPÎß ÁõÌUøP E»P® •ÊÁv¾÷© Ai¨£øh°À \©¯® \õº¢ux. AøuÂh 

÷©»õP Aa \©¯a \‰P® PØ¤US® ÂvPÐUS Em£mhx. CzuøP¯ J¸ \©¯ ÁõÌÂÀ ø©¯® 

\õº¢uÁºPÒ X ÂÎ®¦{ø»USz uÒÍ¨£mhÁºPÒ GßÓ C¸ø© {ø» HØ£kÁx uÂºUP 

•i¯õuuõQ ÂkQÓx. ÂÎ®¦{ø»a \‰P® SÔzu ¦øÚÄPøÍ¨ £øh¨¦»QÀ öPõshõi¯ÁºPÍõPz 

÷uõ¨¤À •í®©x «µõß, RµÞº áõQºµõáõ BQ÷¯õº EÒÍÚº. C¨£øh¨£õÍºPÒ ÷©ØPsh 

ø©¯® X ÂÎ®¦ GßÝ® C¸ø© GvºÄPÒ EshõUQ¯ AvºÄPøÍ ö©õÈ¨£kzv²ÒÍÚº.  

ø©¯ Aµ]¯À ©÷Úõ£õÁzvß ÂøÍÁõP E¸ÁõÚ £À÷ÁÖ ÂÎ®¦{ø»°Ú›ß ÁõÌUøP CÁºPÍx 

¦øÚPøuPÎÀ £ß•Pzußø©²øh¯uõPU Põm]¨£kzu¨£mkÒÍÚ. ö£¸®£õ»õÚ 

Cì»õª¯¨ ¦øÚPøuPÎÀ AÔ•P©õPõu £õ¼¯À öuõÈ»õÍºPÒ, K›Ú¨ ¦nºa]¯õÍºPÒ, 

T¼PÒ, uµPºPÒ, v¸hºPÒ, SiPõµºPÒ, ©Ú÷|õ¯õÎPÒ, ¤aø\UPõµºPÒ •u¼¯ ÂÎ®¦{ø» 

©õ¢uºPøÍ CÁºPÒ C»UQ¯©õUQ²ÒÍÚº. ÷©¾® PhÀ öuõÈÀ ö\#¯õu «ÚÁ Cì»õª¯ºPÒ, 

£URºPÒ (C¸¨¤hªßÔ Aø»¢x v›£ÁºPÒ), J\õUPÒ (|õÂuºPÒ), ÷©õvÚõºPÒ 

(£ÒÎÁõ\ÀPÎÀ Pøh{ø» FÈ¯® ö\#÷Áõº) BQ÷¯õøµ²® CÁºPÍx £øh¨¦PÒ £vÄ ö\#xÒÍÚ.  

C¢{ø»°À Cì»õª¯a \‰PzvÀ Pøh÷Põi {ø»°À |õ÷hõi ÁõÌUøP ÁõÌ¢x Á¸® 

£URºPÒ £ØÔ¯ £vøÁU RµÞº áõQºµõáõ £øh¨¦PÎÀ GÆÁõÖ ö©õÈ¨£kzv²ÒÍõº Gß£øu÷¯ 

CUPmkøµ Bµõ#QÓx. 

vÓÄa ö\õØPÒ: Cì»õª¯ºPÒ, £URºPÒ, ø©¯®, ÂÎ®¦, C»UQ¯[PÒ, RµÞº áõQºµõáõ,  

@uõ¨¤À •í®©x «µõß

£URºPÎß ¤›ÄPÒ

 Cì»õª¯a \‰PzvÀ ÂÎ®¦{ø» 

Aøh¯õÍz÷uõk ÁõÌ¢x Á¸® J¸ 

¤›ÂÚµõP¨ £URºPÒ P¸u¨£kQßÓÚº. 

£URºPÒ Fº FµõPa _ØÔ ÁõÌ£ÁºPÒ. 

£URºPÒ uõº÷Á, £õ£õ, £õÁõ, \õ#, ¥º 

GÚ¨ £» ö£¯ºPÎÀ AøÇUP¨£kQßÓÚº. 

GÛÝ® £URº Gß£÷u £µÁ»õÚ 

ÁÇUPõS®. £URºPÒ C¸÷ÁÖ ¤›ÂÚµõP  

Aøh¯õÍ® Põn¨£kQßÓÚº.

1.  BßªP ÁÈ°À ö\À£ÁºPÒ

2.  ¤aø\ Gkzx ÁõÌ£ÁºPÒ (ªìRßPÒ)

 “£UPº” Gß£uØS Kº CÚzøuU SÔUS®  

ö\õÀ GßÖ®, £URºPÒ Gß£uØS 

Cì»õª¯¨ £µ÷u], Cì»õª¯ ̄ õ\Pº, 

¤aø\UPõµº GßÖ® uªÌ APµõvPÎÀ 

_mh¨£mkÒÍÚ. “£U¸” GßÓ Aµ¦a 

ö\õÀ¾US ÁÖø©, Cßø© GßÖ 

ö£õ¸Ò. AuõÁx ÁõÌUøP°À GÆÂu 

Á\v²® CÀ»õuÁºPÒ Gß£x Cuß 

ö£õ¸Ò”1. 

£URºPÎß ÁõÌÂ¯À

 £URºPÒ FºFµõPa _ØÔz v›²® 

|õ÷hõiPÍõP EÒÍÚº. CÁºPÎß, 
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AßÓõh ÁõÌUøP Gß£x Fº FµõPa 

_ØÔ ¯õ\P® ÷Pmk ÁõÌÁ÷u BS®. 

£URºPÒ Gß£ÁºPÒ ªìRøÚÂh 

ªPÄ® ÁÔ¯ÁºPÒ. HöÚÛÀ £URº 

GßÝ® ö\õÀ JßÖ÷© CÀ»õuÁºPøÍ²®, 

ªìRß Gß£x H÷uõ ]Ôx ö£õ¸Ò 

C¸¢uõ¾® u©US® u® Sk®£zuõ¸US® 

÷£õx©õÚ AÍÄUS Á¸©õÚ® 

CÀ»õuÁºPøÍU SÔ¨£uõPÄ® EÒÍx. 

CuØS Buõµ©õP¨ ¤ßÁ¸® v¸USºBß  

Á\Ú® JßÖ Aø©¢xÒÍx: “A¢u 

©µUP»® \•zvµzvÀ (T¼) ÷Áø» 

ö\#x öPõsi¸US® HøÇPÒ  

(ªìRßPÒ) ]»¸øh¯x”2 (18:79). 

©µUP»zvß E›ø©¯õÍºPøÍ “ªìRßPÒ”  

GÚ ©øÓ¡À SÔ¨¤mhv¼¸¢x, ]Ôx 

ö£õ¸Ò øÁzv¸¨£ÁºPÐUS “ªìRß” 

GßÓ Aøh¯õÍ® ö£õ¸¢xÁuõP÷Á 

EÒÍx. ªìRß Gß£Áº ©UPÎh® 

uß SøÓPøÍU TÔ ¯õ]UP ©õmhõº. 

ußÚhPzxhß |h¢x öPõÒÁõº 

GßÖ®, £URº Gß£Áº ©UPÎh® ¯õ]¨£Áº  

GßÖ® ÷ÁÖ£õk Põn¨£kQÓx. 

CuØS Buõµ©õP¨ ¤ßÁ¸® P¸zx 

Aø©¢xÒÍx:&

 “÷Áø»°À»õ©À AÀ»x ÷Áø» 

Qøhzuõ¾® ÷Áø» ö\#ÁuØSa \Uv 

CÀ»õuÁµõP C¸¨£Áº £URº GÚ¨£kÁº. 

ªìRß Gß£x ÷|õ¯õÎ¯õÚ £URøµU 

SÔUS® GßQÓx CUP¸zx. AuõÁx 

ªìRÝUS C¸ÂuU Pèh[PÒ Esk. 

JßÖ ÁÖø© “©ØöÓõßÖ ÷|õ#”3. 

£URºPÒ £ØÔ²® AÁºPÒ ÁõÌ¢u 

Põ»Pmhzvß \‰P ©ØÖ® Aµ]¯À 

`ÇÀPÒ £ØÔ²® ›£õ° ¤ßÁ¸©õÖ 

SÔ¨¤kQÓõº: “Q.¤.17, 18B® 

¡ØÓõskPÎÀ ÷£õºzxUR]¯º Gvº¨ø£  

•Ô¯iUPÄ®, _u¢vµU P¸zxUPøÍ¨ 

£µ¨¦ÁuØS®, C_»õª¯U P¸zxUPøÍ 

©UPÎh® GkzxU TÖÁuØS® ö£õ¸zu©õÚ  

|£ºPÒ ÷uº¢öukUP¨£mhõºPÒ. 

AÁºPÐUS Cì»õzvß Ai¨£øh 

bõÚ® PØÖU öPõkUP¨£mhx. |õmk 

|h¨¦PÐ® AÁºPÐUS ÂÍUQa  

ö\õÀ»¨£mhÚ. KµÍÄ Aµ]¯À  

öuÎÄ ö£ØÓÁºPÍõPÄ® A¨¤µa\õµPºPÒ  

C¸¢uÚº. CÁºPÒ £URºPÒ GÚ 

AøÇUP¨£mhÚº”4

 Cì»õª¯a \©¯U P¸zxUPøÍ¨ 

£µ¨¦Áøu÷¯ ÷|õUP©õPUöPõsh 

£URºPÒ, Cì»õª¯ºPÒ G[öPÀ»õ® 

ªSv¯õP ÁõÌQÓõºP÷Íõ A[öPÀ»õ® 

u[Q°¸¢x \©¯U P¸zxUPøÍ¨ £µ¨¤ 

Á¢xÒÍÚº. Cì»õzvß Pøh {ø» 

ÁõÌUøP ÁõÊ® £URºPÒ “áPõz” 

GßÝ® öPõøhø¯ ÃkÃhõPa  

ö\ßÖ Á`¼¨£ÁºPÍõP ÂÍ[SQßÓÚº. 

GÆÂu Á¸Áõ²® CßÔ £ÒÎÁõ\À, 

uºPõ ÷£õßÓ Ch[PÎÀ ¤aø\ Gkzx 

ÁõÌUøPø¯U Phzx£ÁµõP EÒÍ 

£URºPøÍU SÔzxU RµÞº áõQºµõáõ 

¤ßÁ¸©õÖ Põm]¨£kzxQÓõº:

 “Fº ö|¸[P ö|¸[P ©Ú® 

£»ÃÚ©õQU öPõs÷h ÷£õÚx. TÛU 

SÖQ¨ ÷£õ# £ÒÎÁõ\¼À Jx[Q 

{Ø£x®, öuõÊøP¯õÎPÎh® DÚ©õ# 

Sµö»kzx _¯ AÔ•Pzxhß xsøh 

Â›zx ¯õ\P® ÷Pm£x®, GÀ»õ 

Âu©õÚ £õºøÁPøÍ²® GvºöPõÒÍ 

÷|ºÁx®, ¯õ AÀ»õ C¨£i¨£mh 

ÁõÌøÁ Hß öPõkzuõ# GßÖ uõß 

÷PmP øÁzux”5

 £URºPÒ uªÇPzvÀ ªPU SøÓ¢u 

GsoUøP°À ÁõÌ£ÁºPÍõP EÒÍÚº.  

ö\õ¢u©õÚ C¸¨¤h®, {»® GßÖ 

GxÄ® Qøh¯õx. Cì»õª¯ºPÒ 

ªSv¯õP ÁõÊ® FºPÎ÷»÷¯ CÁºPÒ 

]» Põ»® u[Q ¯õ\P® ÷PmQßÓÚº. 
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£UP®

¤Ó \©¯ ©UPÎh® ¯õ\P® ÷PmS® 

ÁÇUP® £URºPÎh® CÀø». £À÷ÁÖ 

FºPÐUS ©õÔ©õÔa ö\À»UTi¯ 

CÁºPÒ J÷µ ChzvÀ {ø»zxz 

u[SÁx Qøh¯õx. 

 £À÷ÁÖ Ch[PÐUS ¯õ\P® ÷PmPa 

ö\À¾®÷£õx AÆÅ›¾ÒÍ uºPõ, 

£ÒÎÁõ\À BQ¯ÁØÔÀ u[SQßÓÚº. 

JÆöÁõ¸ ÃmiØS® ¯õ\P® ÷PmPa  

ö\À¾® ÷£õx “Aìé»õ• Aø»US®” 
GßÝ® Cì»õª¯ ©¢vµzøua ö\õÀ¼¨ 

ö£õ¸øÍ¨ ö£ÖQßÓÁºPÍõP C¸UQßÓÚº.  

\‰PzvÀ CÁºPÐUöPÚ Ai¨£øh 

Á\vPÒ, E›ø©PÒ GxÄªÀø». 

CÁºPÒ |õ÷hõi¯õP ÁõÌÁuõÀ 

ªPÄ® ¤ß u[Q¯ {ø»°÷»÷¯ 

ÁõÌ¢x EÇÀQßÓÚº.

 “Azuõ |øh÷£õk® C¯¢vµ©õ# 

©õÔ°¸¢uõº. A®©õÄ®, AUPõÄ® 

öÁÆ÷ÁÖ Põ»Pmh[PÎÀ AÁ¸hß 

|h¢x |h¢x ö|õÖ[Q¯ÁºPÒ. A®©õøÁ  

Bìz©õ Põ¨£õØÔ¯x. AUPõøÁ Á¯_. 

ö|kg\õø»PÐ®, GÀ»õÂu©õÚ 

^÷uõèn[PÐ®, ¯õ\PU SµÀPÐ®, 

¦ÓUPoUS® AzuõÄUS µzuzvÀ 

P»¢uøÁ. A®©õøÁ AÁº PõmkÁõ 

uºíõÂÀ Psöhkzu |õÒ •uÀ 

J¸ \ºÁõvPõ› ÷£õ»zuõß |h¢x 

öPõshõº. Cøu ÂmöhõÈzx 

÷ÁÖ öuõÈÀ £õºUP»õ®» GßÓõÀ 

÷Põ£® ö£õ_UöPßÖ Á¢x, ø£ø¯ 

÷uõÎÀ ©õmiUöPõsk uÛzx |hUPz  

öuõh[SÁõº. A®©õ÷Áõ, AUPõ÷Áõ, 

|õ÷Úõ Ki¨÷£õ# Cøn¢x öPõÒ÷Áõ®. 

CÛ |h¢uõÀ EhÀ uõ[Põx GÚ¨ 

ö£›¯ Bì£zv› hõUhºPÒ ö\õßÚ 

¤ÓSuõß A®©õÄUS Âkuø» Qøhzux. 

A¢u ChzxUS AUPõ ]UQUöPõshx® 

A¨÷£õx uõß”6 GßÖ £URºPÎß ÁõÌUøPa 

\‰PzvÀ GÆÁõÖ C¸UQÓx Gß£øuU 

RµÞº áõQºµõáõ ¦»¨£kzv²ÒÍõº. 

\‰P¨ £õxPõ¨£ØÓ {ø»°À £URºPÒ

 Cì»õª¯a \‰PzvÀ |õ÷hõi 

ÁõÌUøP ÁõÊ® £URºPÒ \‰Pz uSv 

GxÄ©ØÖ, E°¸US¨ £õxPõ¨¦©ØÖ 

ÁõÌÂß ÂÎ®¤À C¸¨£øu AÔ¯ 

•iQÓx. Cì»õª¯¨ £s£õmk 

©µ¤À £URºPÒ öuõhº¢x ÂÎ®¦{ø» 

©UPÍõP÷Á C¸¢x Á¸QßÓ Áµ»õÖ 

CßÖ® öuõhºQÓx. 

 uºPõUPÎÀ BsiØS J¸ •øÓ 

|hUQßÓ E¹ì, P¢y› (CøÓ 

÷|\ºPÎß {øÚÄ |õÒ) ÷£õßÓ 

|õmPÎÀ ö\ÀÁº. A[S¨ £URºPÎh® 

Cì»õª¯ºPÐ®, ¤Ó \©¯zuõ¸® 

|®¤UøP \õº¢u ]» \h[SPøÍa 

ö\#Áº. Cì»õª¯¨ £õhÀPøÍ¨ £õi 

¯õ\P® ÷PmQßÓ £URºPøÍU RµÞº 

áõQºµõáõ ¤ßÁ¸©õÖ SÔ¨¤kQÓõº:

 “HÊ Á¯x •uÀ £v÷ÚÊ Á¯x Áøµ 

AUPõ £zx }sh Á¸”[PÒ |h¢x 

ö|õi¢v¸UQÓõÒ £õÁ®. Fº Fµõ# 

£mi öuõmi¯õ# £ÒÎÁõ\À EÒÍ 

GÀ»õ Ch[PÎ¾®, uºíõUPÎ¾® 

AzuõÄ® ©PÐ® ÷hµõ ÷£õmi¸UQÓõºPÒ. 

AUPõÂß SµÀ CÛø©¯õÚx Gß£øu

ÂhÄ® GÎø©¯õÚx. ÷Pm£ÁøµU 

P»[Pa ö\#x Eh÷Ú EuÂhz ys-

kQÓx. \¢uº¨£® ÷£õ» Cøu¨ 

£¯ß£kzvU öPõÒÁvÀ Azuõ 

÷uº¢uÁº. HPß Esø©z yu÷µ 

GßÖ G¨÷£õuõÁx AUPõ £õkQÓ 

÷|µzvÀ Gß PsPÍÔ¯õ©À }º P]¢x 

Âk®. £õÁõ GßÖ AÁÒ ¯õ\PU SµÀ 

GkUøP°À Gß ö|g÷\ öÁizx Âk® 

÷£õ¼¸US®. ¯õ\PU SµÀ. AxÄ® 

AUPõÂß ÷\õP® ux®¤¯ ¯õ\PU SµÀ 

GzuøÚ xß£©õÚx. J¸ |õ÷ÍÝ® 

Azuõ CuøÚ Enº¢uvÀø»”7

 £URºPÐUöPßÖ uÛ÷¯ öuõÈÀPÒ 

GxÄ® Qøh¯õx. \©¯U P¸zxUPøÍ¨ 

£µ¨¦Áøu²®, ¯õ\P® ÷Pm£øu²÷© 
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•ußø©z öuõÈ»õPU öPõsi¸UQßÓÚº.  

CÁºPÒ uºPõUPÎÀ |®¤UøP \õº¢u 

uõ¯zx, uspº, ö\¨¦z uPk, 

öÁÒÎ ÷©õvµ®, G¾ªaø\¨ £Ç® 

•u¼¯ÁØøÓ KvU öPõkUQßÓÚº. 

ö£õ¸ÍõuõµzvÀ ªPÄ® ¤ßu[Q²ÒÍ 

£URºPÒ Akzu |õÐUPõÚ EnÂØS®, 

EøhUS® EzuµÁõuªÀ»õu 

ÁõÌUøPø¯÷¯ ÁõÌ¢x Á¸QßÓÚº. 

£URº CÚ¨ ö£sPÒ ¯õ\P® ÷PmPa  

ö\À¾®÷£õx £õ¼¯ÀŸv¯õÚ ]»  

¤µa]øÚPøÍ GvºöPõÒQßÓÚº Gß£øuU  

RµÞº áõQºµõáõ ¤ßÁ¸©õÖ £vÄ 

ö\#QÓõº:

 “G[PÒ F¸US¨ £UP® |h¢u J¸ 

Â÷\Œzvß÷£õx ÷©»õøh CÀ»õu 

AUPõÂß ö|gø\÷¯ öÁÔzx 

£õºzu£i ¤aø\°mh J¸ SiPõµøÚ 

|õß Psh£i uõUQ Âm÷hß. AßÖ 

•ÊUP Azuõ GßøÚU öPõaø\ 

ÁõºzøuPÍõÀ SÎ¨£õmi Âmhõº. 

¤aø\ ÷£õh Á¢uÁß øP°À £zx 

¹£õ# C¸¢ux® Aøuz uµõ©÷» 

uõøh°À £v¢u Gß ÂµÀ ÷µøPø¯z 

uhÂ¯£i AÁß PÖÂUöPõs÷h  

ö\ßÓx®”8

 \‰PzvÀ ÁÖø©¯õÀ £õvUP¨£mkÒÍ 

£URº CÚ¨ ö£sPÎß Eh¾US¨ 

£õxPõ¨£ØÓ {ø»÷¯ C¸UQÓx. 

©Ûuõ¤©õÚ Enº÷Áõk ¯õ\P® 

÷Pm£ÁºPøÍ AqPõ©À £õ¼¯À 

Enº÷Áõk AqS® ö\¯À£õk 

CÆÂÎ®¦{ø» ©UPÎß ÁõÌ{ø»ø¯¨ 

£h®¤izxU PõmkÁuõS®.

 C¢v¯ Aµ]¯À Aø©¨¦a \mhzvß  

RÌ £URºPÒ Si²›ø©, Kmk›ø© 

÷£õßÓÁØøÓ¨ ö£ØÓÁºPÍõP 

C¸¢uõ¾® \‰Pz uÍzvÀ ªPÄ® 

¤ßÚøhøÁ÷¯ \¢vzx Á¸QßÓÚº. 

öuõhUP Põ»zvÀ ÁõÌ¢u £URºPÒ 

GÆÂu EÓÄPÐ® CÀ»õ©À Fº _ØÔU 

öPõs÷h C¸¢uÚº. BÚõÀ C¨÷£õx 

EÒÍ £URºPÒ AÆÁõÖ öuõhº¢x Fº 

_ØÔU öPõsk C¸¢uõ¾® AÁºPÐUöPÚU 

Sk®£®, Ãk, C¸¨¤h® BQ¯øÁPøÍ  

Aø©zxU öPõskÒÍÚº. C¸¨¤h® 

Aø©zx ÁõÌ¢x Á¢uõ¾® GÆÁøP¯õÚ 

\‰P E›ø©PÐ®, ÁÍºa]PÐ® 

CÀ»õu ÂÎ®¦{ø» ©UPÍõP÷Á 

C¸¢x Á¸QßÓ {ø»uõß CßÖ®  

}izx Á¸QÓx.
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2.  A.•í®©x Põß L£õêÀ £õPÂ, 

Cì»õ•® ö£õ¸Íõuõµ•®, £.147.

3.  A.•í®©x Põß L£õêÀ £õPÂ, 

Cì»õ•® ö£õ¸Íõuõµ•®£.143.

4.  H.÷P.›£õ°, uªÇPzvÀ Cì»õª¯º 

Áµ»õÖ, £.214.

5.  RµÞº áõQºµõáõ, ö£¸|PµU 

SÔ¨¦PÒ, £U.100&101.

6.  RµÞº áõQºµõáõ, ö£¸|PµU 

SÔ¨¦PÒ, £.101.

7.  RµÞº áõQºµõáõ, ö£¸|PµU 

SÔ¨¦PÒ, £.102.

8.  RµÞº áõQºµõáõ, ö£¸|PµU 

SÔ¨¦PÒ, £.103.


