SHANLAX
International Journal of Tamil Research -,

OPEN ACCESS

Manuscript ID:
TAM-070220225071

Volume: 7

Issue: 2

Month: October
Year: 2022

P-ISSN: 2454-3993

E-ISSN: 2582-2810

Received: 20.07.2022
Accepted: 15.09.2022
Published: 01.10.2022

Citation:

Iyyappan, K. “Transgender
in Tamil Movies.” Shanlax
International Journal of
Tamil Research, vol. 7,

no. 2, 2022, pp. 77-84.

DOL:
https://doi.org/10.34293/
tamil.v7i2.5071

*Corresponding Author:
agniiyyappan@gmail.com

This work is licensed
under a Creative
Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 4.0
International License

Transgender in Tamil Movies

Dr. K. Iyyappan

Guest Lecturer, Department of Tamil

Loganatha Narayanasamy Government College, Ponneri

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1789-961.X

Abstract

Many movies released in Tamil have portrayed transgenders mostly as scenes for
ridicule. In the guise of comedy, films have been portraying transgender people with
insults, double entendres and sexual scenes. Some movies like Bombay, Thenavattu,
Chithiram Pesutadi, and Naan kadavul show transgenders in a dignified manner. From
1977’s Balabhishekam to 2017’s sivappu enakku pidikkum, this review examines
the film. Transgender people are those who have been ostracized from public life by
their families and the entire society and are forced to live in the public square without
any means of living without any means of livelihood, begging and prostitution. Tamil
cinema is using the problem of such people and their need only for ridicule. Seeing
this, the growing generation grows up with such thoughts and perpetuates its violence
against transgenders. The Tamil film world often portrays transgender people as ugly
and ridiculous. Tamil movies were also the reason why the transgender community was
seen as a laughing stock in the early days.
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