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Abstract

Fiji is a small island country, situated in the Southern Pacific Ocean.The Fijian group
of islands number 250, of which about 80 are inhabited. The first missionaries to arrive
in Fiji were from Tonga. On landing in October 1835, they began their work at a time
when the political state of Fiji was in formative stage. The annexation of Fiji had
been urged by both Australia and England since 1869.In 1873 the Earl of Kimberly
commissioned Commodore Goodenough, the squadron of the Australian station and
E.L. Layard, then Britian’s Consul in Fiji, to investigate and report on the matter. Onl(
October 1874, the mission was completely successful and the sovereignty of the islands
was ceded to the British Crown by the Cakobau, the Chief of Bau, Maafu, the Head of
the confederacy and the other principal chiefs, in a deed of cession signed. A charter
was shortly afterwards issued by Queen Victoria creating the islands as a Crown Colony
and for providing a Government of the Empire there. The emigration of Indians into Fiji
commenced in 1879. The campaign against slavery and its eventual abolition in Europe
coincided with the ruin of Indian peasantry and the overwhelmingly redundant wage
labour available in India by the first quarter of 19th century prompted the European
planters to consider India, a favourable recruiting ground for their required plantation
labour.The British colonizers had established sugarcane plantations in the island. For
the non-availability of the local labourers for doing the manual labour in the plantations
they approached the British Indian government for availing cheap labour force. The
Colonial Government of India accepted their demand and through the Act XXI of 1883
included the Fiji legally into other countries for the Indian labourers emigration.
The objective of this paper is to study the emigration of labour from (India) Madras
Presidency to Fiji in the 19th and 20th century. There are three sections in this narrative
account. The first and second sections of the paper deals with the issues regarding the
Acts which were used for governing the emigration of Indian Indentured Labours from
India to Fiji Islands, experiments of introduction of new Indian Indentured Labourers
and the establishment of new larger Sugarcane Plantations and Factories with huge
capitals on the Fiji Islands. The final section narrates theplightfulstories of recruitment
of Tamil Indentured Labours from Madras Presidency to Fiji Islands and their painful
working conditions in the plantations.

Keywords: Indian Indentured Labour System, Colonialism, Indians in Fiji, Sugarcane
Plantations, Hale Tamil Labourers, Indentured Labour Acts, Colonial Child Labour;
Ships meant for Fiji, Emigration, Labour Recruitment from Madras Presidency
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SSUDHGTLI LI 19 ui6) 111. 1 SHFGTDF.
U g uieh . 1

1891-92-60(Bhg  1901-02  euemT

Qusureilalmig  Lhs Says@ e

QuLuwriBgeurra6ir

Ljeuib QLiwiihs
QU(BL—LD LoHMYLD @wdg: Lz
SI®DLPSHLD

1891-92, $6055HHT 1,985
1891-92, $6V55HST 1,985
1892-93, $0%5HHT 781
1893-94, &6V&55SHT 1,082
1894-95, $6V%5HHT 1,432
1895-96, 6V55HHT 565
1896-97, $6V&hHHT 1,953
1897-98, $6V55HHT 567
1898-99, $0%HSSHT G-y
1899-00, &6V&5HHT 1,490
1900-01, $6V55HHT 2,553
1901-02, $6055HHT 2,319

&T@): Moral and Material Condition of India, Re-
ports for the years 1891-92 to 1901-02, p. 321
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O Ceuamrg. YeTETL 19 F6T FTTLOLILIDEISEHSSGF
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OFedim  LDGFHeM6Td;
QoG ssresils BT(HFHEHES LjevLb
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YDVFET HLog 2 MLSHew Oeu@euTs

Fromisefledlmna
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Ozeir-@QBGwmaller HLlpsLs LGS senelmbg
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LGl BT 14NSG Qné@Ls OFlisnes
Coemauwimar pL_augdassmar GonOsTearausns
Qe yevor(y) SFTevd LI ATFHES
CaamauLii” gy 3Gz e oG Creiiimaie
QB FCevmerlicy rflewLiesfmi
sOuefluilesr  wpHeirennd  GFwevranTt
(Thomas Hughes) & 6ol
LTHTeNSS(BhS S0 FLDOLIGT (LpFeuiser
QubGwimellsy  pL_ggib
APSHTGOLD LOSHTTeN LIGHHGH 2 L GoLQUimTH

Felld  Osmiflevrerisemnard

F&T

BTN  &H5H6N

gyt Garriiiny

by YCerFenes  cULPBEIFIGHTIT.
SLOLp&g Qs miflevmariger SL_%mshS TLomer
oI eenioiens @Quievits QuDBBBSSHILD,
sy armer Caamasamar eraflsTad OFIasNE
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Q@IFFHI BL_aUL) FHFEHGHS FHTTGTLLTGHLD.
@)C% eu@pL_Lb e HHhev @QBGwiTalnNG
Liwessih GomGaressi(h) HLog) HLbOLIEHIS% S,
Caamauwmer @UILbss mels Qsmifeuvrarisemar
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GLom Q& revor._rrri. aflFmyenesstuilesr (Lpig aleh

CaahliiLigy lFTreneuT
&1 lenLiestim HbGLesd@ LietreumLomyy
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LGerd Crmuier QsTHm F STIemBIGaTTe)
gL Qs miflevmarisaeflesr
2 uiflpliy @pGuwmealsr gL (h Orss
&&6T O&Tens LI QLIS 5556 G TFTTS S
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Qam_rbgy Bmeulin’ (b e LiebGeuny

Qeu@aursLs

QamfinFreaasendsal Caume OFliasNFTS
gUTeTTeT QbW
QFetrpyeil’ L_eoTT.  YEWSWITG)  LDSHT TG
UGHWlev F&T Mewuesim  FHbOLIesd @

Qg miflevmariaer

Capemauwmer amelld QpmfevTarisemer
Coaflss &L L_muirs g LGy
BinyeuangGer Glener yemiossLii Geuasm(HLoer
ufibgieng QFiisTT. Smev  Hdheedler
flsenseows FEi  Meniels  HLbG)Lies)
g8l oug&_1b Foi iS55 ST Hdeverbler
uflbgiengeows ammisosTesnt_ 1928 ga
QDD  BEOL_(LPEODLILI(BS SIS M FHTET
BL_cuLg Senssenar GLom 0% TessrL_g.
1902-9ib Yevor(h) HTLOGV SH&5eNverbleir
uflbgiengenws peL_penLs LBSHMSDHTS
1928 ira Lyevrs QLiwiriey BmieuestLd geiTenm
LSBT TeN LIGHUIe) Yewipd g O TereusNHTHL
A g ou-@QBSw  wUTFL_1b ey
Gamflugy. swg Carfémamu BumuiLBssussTS
ereu(BLd.  UTHSS  (LPETEOGUSSHF.

g Gygfoadgh g Saserse
BL GG QB  @UILIBSE  dmellFaflesr
yoors Quuwriey seoL Ll (Hedl_ddnL Mg
eredLIBsNHTHGou @)bGuwimalley GLogyb 6(h
yeoliQuwiiey  Bmeuetsems  LOSTTerbleh
S L_murs Bneuy Geuestrig w Blenevuileh
L9128 g 2 eitengy) eTewr auTHILL_g). L9Cars
Grmuld QBT LITeue) SFTIEILLTSHS
Qam_ipg OsThevTerisemers b
Q& TessTLy (h%GLD  HFTLoLiL|mmIgetedlmbg)
Qgmflevmarisemern’ QuD  LPLYUWITLDG
CUTeUSNFHTET FTHFWIBISET (@) (HLILISTGITe)
& TTebe) Flewl_d@GLb QLILIBSHS dnellFHenar
9yt Caritiy QFIeuSNSHToHd HL L MWILDTS
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1998 yrfesr Carildenasemws LML 1 eiy-
@B gHE TOmSCFHTETL_g. @)FeT
Q& m_riLims HTEGHTILI Br(hseflesr
QFwemarmdb@Ls LI 1g ay-@QbGuwr T
TP F1Y F5F6V “Loggmadled L8 e
yeoliQuuwiiey — plpeucsens  Blmedd
QEFTeTUSNG THBMHI FHEL LD Q)eVenev”
67T a;l/_)ﬁ?u_lg]. LDSTTEN LDTHTGET TFLD
998 ogFerr Camildensenws LOFLpeyL i
aOmiGQsTenr_g. Og. . FTesrGyrer
(J.E. Conron) eredriieuri QLom&uwien Feaydssmeor
yeoliQuwiiey  BmIcueSSer  (LpFHeuTTH
uewflyflbg  eupsmr. yeufl G 192))
S6ys@pdsTer LevLIOLILITey BlieuessSesr
Qummliyh @UiLenL &Ll L &)|. LD&FTen
uGSselppg CssMdsii L gUiLbss
Falg  Qamflevrarisener  GomFwen,
e flesfl_m (Trinidad) oHmd 1929 Sayseir
LIS b5 O TesorL_6ur.

(PSETLPSOTS 1903-@)eh “6T6VLT" (Elbe) 6765TD)
SLILIGY 598 LDSHTTGV LDTHTGHT GQLILIBSS
madlg Qamiflevrarisemert: L9204 Has6nsE
anlF OFeimg. waITev LIGS5emedmbS5
ggreroTes  SLAlpiser,  QBgmISTHET,
wenevwraflser, seirer_ Gomyfl GugLicuiger

edls Saingls Gumpbumaewwrss OFearnar.
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GQUILIBS FHTGULD (LPLY QUGHL_[hd FLDITIT 2,200
Qamflevmeriser Lghuiledmbg Q)bGuwiT
GUHBHGITIT.
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LGS S5
QG 1_esr. @bGuimalleh eryTemLD e

Few_dEmoed  QLipLD
gevor Gamflevreriger Led LB
Qe Geuewev OQFUISDGHS SWTTTS
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Quipmii L 21-eugy LI 19 ay-@Q)bGs
yeoliQuLwiiey FLU 1 GGt 77 Fusg 10
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CunOsmereusnN@®  ewnd)
ULpBEISLILIGLD 616 Meid S
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Blevailws
LTHDBESETTE FHL_cvsafle GLIHLD LjuIeIFHeT
2 (HaUTaug @QUIGHLITS BISLDBES. LILIOSH@HHS
BHCeu HL_alled et Grom©lsmeiT@pLb

LDITSLD UGHT LI(H@USH TGV

SLILIGVSET  IFTTITE  aludgdsefled
F3&11 QLpss Coamseps@ 2 ararTdal(pb
6165TLIGS ()G FHMHII HWL_5&%Hd: HTTGOILDTS
Q@ bH5H. 1908-Q)6h B)GHMSBII FHeOL_GOUL
L9 19 oy - @QbGuwr wTFH ensed(Hommy Lh2))
975 Geuaing wig). LYSSTE APPSFLILIHSSLL L
F5G) ds QuibGTmisenerd HLiLIcVS6Te)
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