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Abstract

This study explores the portrayal of Indian widows in Malaysian Tamil folk songs,
highlighting their suffering, marginalization, and societal restrictions. Widows are
depicted as enduring profound grief, social exclusion, and strict cultural norms,
including the removal of the thaali, restrictions on clothing and adornment, limited
access to nutritious food, and a life of hardship. The verses in these folk songs vividly
express their sorrow, with some widows lamenting their fate and others wishing for
death alongside their husbands. By analyzing these themes, this research examines how
Malaysian Tamil folk songs reflect the struggles of widows and reinforce traditional
beliefs that subjugate them. The findings contribute to a deeper understanding of
widowhood in Tamil folk traditions and its implications for Indian women in Malaysia.
Keywords: Widowhood, Malaysian Tamil Folk Songs, Social Oppression, Thaali Removal,
Cultural Restrictions, Grief and Marginalization.
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