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Lecturer, Department of Asian Languages and Cultures

National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University
Singapore

Abstract 
This article explores Singapore’s bilingual policy and its impact on the promotion of 
Tamil education within the country’s multi-ethnic society. It examines the significance of 
language policy in Singapore’s development and its social, economic, and educational 
consequences. Following the People’s Action Party’s rise to power in 1959, the bilingual 
policy—emphasizing English alongside mother tongues—was strongly advocated. Former 
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew recognized the necessity of English for economic growth, 
international trade, and scientific advancement while also acknowledging the importance 
of preserving multicultural identity through mother tongues. As a result, Tamil, Malay, and 
Chinese were incorporated into the bilingual policy. This policy played a crucial role in 
strengthening Tamil language education by promoting English-Tamil bilingualism among 
Tamils in Singapore. This article provides a concise overview of this policy and its role in 
enhancing Tamil education.
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Œõß»õUì 
£ßÚõmkz uªÈ¯À B#ÂuÌ

£UP®

][P¨§›ß C¸ö©õÈUöPõÒøP²® uªÌUPÀÂ²®:  

Kº AÔ•P®

u. _¢uµµõä 

Â›Äøµ¯õÍº, B]¯ö©õÈPÒ £s£õkPÒxøÓ

÷u]¯PÀÂUPÇP®, |ß¯õ[öuõÈÀ~m£¨ £ÀPø»UPÇP®, ][P¨§º

B#Äa”¸UP®

][P¨§›ß C¸ö©õÈUöPõÒøP²® uªÌUPÀÂ²® öuõhº£õÚ C¢uU Pmkøµ, ][P¨§›À EÒÍ  

£À¼Ú \‰PzvÀ E¸ÁõÚ C¸ö©õÈUöPõÒøP uªÌU PÀÂø¯ GÆÁõÖ FUP¨£kzv¯x 

Gß£øu¨ £ØÔ ÂÁ›UQÓx. ][P¨§›ß ÁÍºa]°À ö©õÈU öPõÒøP°ß •UQ¯zxÁ® ©ØÖ® 

Auß \‰P, ö£õ¸Íõuõµ, PÀÂ ÂøÍÄPøÍ C¢u B#Ä ÂÍUSQÓx. 1959&CÀ ©UPÒ 

ö\¯ÀPm] Bm]US Á¢u ¤ÓS, C¸ö©õÈUöPõÒøP (B[Q»® ©ØÖ® uõ#ö©õÈPÒ) 

•ußø©¯õP Á¼²Özu¨£mhx. •ßÚõÒ ¤µu©º ½ SÁõß ³, ö£õ¸Íõuõµ ÁÍºa] 

÷|õUQÀ £ßÚõmk ÁoP® ©ØÖ® AÔÂ¯À ÁÍºa]US B[Q»zvß AÁ]¯® Gß£øu Enº¢x 

B[Q»zøu²®, £À¼Ú¨ £s£õmøhU PõUP uõ#ö©õÈPÒ AÁ]¯® Gß£øu Enº¢x uªÌ, ©»õ#, 

^Ú® BQ¯ uõ#ö©õÈPøÍ²® Cønzx C¸ö©õÈU öPõÒøPø¯ E¸ÁõUQÚõº. AUöPõÒøP°ß 

ÁÈ uªÇºPÎøh÷¯ B[Q»®&uªÌ GßÝ® C¸ö©õÈUöPõÒøP uªÌ ö©õÈUPÀÂø¯ ÷©®£kzxÁvÀ 

•UQ¯ £[S ÁQzux ªPa_¸UP©õP ÂÁ›UQÓx CUPmkøµ.

 ©÷»]¯õÂØS® C¢÷uõ÷Ú]¯õÂØS®  

Cøh°À ©÷»]¯õÂß öuØS •øÚ°À  

Aø©¢xÒÍ ]Ô¯ wÄ ][P¨§º. 2022 

áüß ©õu® Gkzu ©UPÒ öuõøPU 

PnUöPk¨¤ß £i, ][P¨§›ß ö©õzu 

©UPÒ öuõøP 56.4 »m\® (5.64 

ªÀ¼¯ß) BS®. £À¼Úa\‰P©õÚ  

][P¨§›À ‰ßÖ CÚzuÁºPÒ AvP©õP  

ÁõÌQßÓÚº. 74.1 \uÃu® ̂ ÚºPÒ, 13.6 

\uÃu® ©»õ#UPõµºPÒ, 9.0 \uÃu® 

C¢v¯ºPÒ, 3.3 \uÃu® ¤Ó CÚzuÁºPÒ  

GÚ ][P¨§º £À¼Ú¨ §[PõÁõPz 

vPÌQÓx. C¢v¯ºPÒ GßÝ® ÁøPUSÒ 

uªÇºPÒ ö£¸®£õßø©¯õPÄ® (54.2), 

©ø»¯õÎ (7.6), C¢v (3.8), ^UQ¯º 

(3.7), £g\õ¤ (1.6), C¢xìuõÛ (1.4), 

E¸x (1.4), Sáµõzv (1.2), ]¢v (1.1),  

][PÍÁºPÒ (0.9), ©ØÓ C¢v¯ºPÒ (23.2) 

GÚ  ¤Ó C¢v¯ºPÒ ]Ö£õßø©¯õPÄ® 

C¸UQßÓÚº. 

 CßÖ ][P¨§º Aøh¢v¸US® 

ÁÍºa]°À Auß ö©õÈUöPõÒøPUS 

•UQ¯¨ £[Q¸UQÓx. £À÷ÁÖ CÚ[PÒ 

ÁõÊ® J¸ |õmiØS ö©õÈUöPõÒøPø¯  

E¸ÁõUSÁvÀ öuõø»÷|õUS¨ £õºøÁ 

AÁ]¯®. PÀÂ, ö£õ¸Íõuõµ®, EÒ 

Pmhø©¨¦, \‰P CnUP® •u¼¯ 

•ußø©¯õÚ \‰PUTÖPÎÀ ][P¨§º 

A£õµ©õÚ \õuøÚ £øhzv¸UQÓx. 

C¢u \õuøÚPÐUS ÂzuõP ÂÍ[S£øÁ 

AÖ£x BskPÐUS •ß¦ wºUPu›\Ú©õP  

E¸ÁõUP¨£mh ö©õÈU öPõÒøPPÒ.          

 1959&CÀ ©UPÒ ö\¯À Pm] (PAP) 

Bm] AvPõµzvØS Á¢u ÷£õx 

C¸ö©õÈU öPõÒøPø¯ •ußø©¯õP 

Á¼²Özv¯x.1959 B® Bsk i\®£º 
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8 B® ÷uv, A¨÷£õøu¯ ¤µu©º 

½ SÁõß ³ uÚx •uÀ Eøµ°À 

C¸ö©õÈU PÀÂ°ß •UQ¯zxÁzøu 

•ußø©¨£kzv¨ ÷£]Úõº.

 ][P¨§›ß £À¼Ú \‰Pa`Çø» 

ÁÍºzöuk¨£uØS B[Q»zøu²®, 

uõ#ö©õÈPøÍ²® •ßÛø»¨£kzxÁuØPõÚ 

Ai¨£øh ÷|õUP[PÒ C¸¢uÚ. 

B[Q»zøu •ßÛø»¨£kzxÁuØPõÚ  

Ai¨£øh ÷|õUP®, Põ»Û¯õvUP 

Põ»PmhzvØS¨ ¤ßÚõÚ Auß A_µ 

ÁÍºa], SÔ¨£õP £ßÚõmk ÁoP®, 

AÔÂ¯À, öuõÈÀ~m£®, Aµ]¯À 

öPõÒøP GÚ J¸ |õmiß •ß÷ÚØÓU 

TÖPÒ B[Q»zvß uõUPzvØS 

EÒÍõQ°¸US®  Põ»UPmh® |®•øh¯  

Põ»® Gß£øu |ßSnº¢u uø»Áº  

][P¨§›ß ¤µu©µõP C¸¢uõº. 

AuÚõÀ AÁ¸øh¯ ©UPÒ ö\¯À Pm]  

][P¨§›ß Bm]US Á¢uÄhß |õmøh  

ÁÍºa]¨ £õøu°À öPõskö\À» 

B[Q»zvß ÷uøÁø¯ Enº¢x, B[Q»zøu 

A¾ÁÀ ö©õÈ¯õPz ÷uº¢öukzux. 

][P¨§º `Ç¼À ÁoP®, AÔÂ¯À, 

öuõÈÀ~m£® •u¼¯ |õmiß 

ö£õ¸Íõuõµzøu Á¾¨£kzx® ÷|õUQÀ  

©mk©ßÔ, £À¼Ú \‰P[PÐUSÒ 

CnUP©õÚ EÓøÁ öuõhº¦ ö©õÈ 

AÀ»x A¾ÁÀ ö©õÈ GßÝ® ÁÈ°À 

E¸ÁõUS® GßÓ ÷|õUQ¾® B[Q»® 

•ßÛø»¨£kzu¨£mhx. A¢u ÷|õUP[PÒ 

{øÓ÷ÁÔ ][P¨§º ö£õ¸Íõuõµ 

ÁÍºa]°¾®, \‰P |À¼nUPzv¾® 

©õö£¸® \õuøÚ £øhzv¸¨£øu 

CßÖ Põn»õ®.     

 ¤µu©º ½ SÁõß ³&Âß ©ØöÓõ¸ 

•ußø©¯õÚ ÷|õUP®, ][P¨§›À 

ÁõÊ® \‰P[PÒ, SÔ¨£õP ‰ßÖ 

ö£¸g\‰P[PÍõÚ ^ÚºPÒ, ©»õ#PõµºPÒ, 

uªÇºPÒ u[PÒ CÚ Aøh¯õÍ[PøÍ 

«mk¸ÁõUP® ö\#x, £s£õmk 

ÂÊª¯[PøÍ ÷£õØÔ¨ ¤ß£ØÖÁuØS 

AÁºPÍx uõ#ö©õÈ •UQ¯©õÚx.  

A÷uõk, £À÷ÁÖ ¤ß¦»[PøÍU öPõsh 

öÁÆ÷ÁÖ CÚ Aøh¯õÍ[PÐhß 

J¸ |õmiÀ J÷µ (][P¨§º) \‰P©õPU 

TiÁõÊ® ÷£õx, uÛ©ÛuºPÎß 

©v¨¦®, £s£õmk EnºÄ® Á¾¨£h 

uõ#ö©õÈ EuÄ® Gß£øu Enº¢x 

uõ#ö©õÈPøÍ²® B[Q»zvØS 

Cøn¯õP FUSÂzuõº ¤µu©º  

½. uõ#ö©õÈPøÍ FUSÂ¨£uß ÁÈ  

][P¨§›ß £À¼Ú \‰P Aøh¯õÍzøu¨  

÷£oU PõUP •i²® GßQÓ E¯›¯ 

÷|õUP•® AvÀ C¸¢ux. A¢u ÷|õUP® 

uõß uõ#ö©õÈPøÍU PÀÂUThz-

vØS AøÇzx Á¢ux. 

 öuõhUPzvÀ, £ÒÎPÎÀ Cµshõ®  

ö©õÈø¯U PØÖUöPõÒÁx 

Â¸¨£¨£õh©õP÷Á FUSÂUP¨£mhx.  

1960&CÀ, ][P¨§º Aµ_ AøÚzx 

öuõhUP¨ £ÒÎPÐUS® Cµshõ® 

ö©õÈ¨ £i¨ø£U Pmhõ¯©õUQ¯x.  

AuøÚz öuõhº¢x ÷uº¢öukzu¨ 

£õh[PøÍ uõ#ö©õÈ°À PØ¤¨£uß 

ÁÈ¯õP uõ#ö©õÈ°ß «x 

©õnÁºPÐUS BºÁzøuz ysk® 

•¯Ø]PÒ ÷©ØöPõÒÍ¨£mhÚ. 

 ][P¨§º 1965 CÀ _u¢vµ® ö£ØÓ 

÷£õx, ][P¨§º Aµ]¯»ø©¨¤ß 153 A 

 ¤›Âß RÌ B[Q»®, ©»õ#, ©õsh›ß 

©ØÖ® uªÌ BQ¯øÁ |õmiß |õßS 

AvPõµ¨§ºÁ ö©õÈPÍõP AÔÂUP¨£mhÚ. 

©»õ#, ©õsh›ß ©ØÖ® uªÌ BQ¯øÁ 

•øÓ÷¯ ©»õ#, ^Ú ©ØÖ® C¢v¯ 

\‰P[PÎß uõ# ö©õÈPÍõP AvPõµ¨ 

§ºÁ©õP  A[RP›UP¨£mhÚ. Aøuz 

öuõhº¢x, Aµ_  1966&CÀ ÷©À{ø»¨ 

£ÒÎPÎ¾® uõ#ö©õÈPøÍ Cµshõ®  

ö©õÈPÍõP PØ¤US® •øÓø¯  

Pmhõ¯©õUQ¯x. 1969 B® Bsk 

uõ#ö©õÈ¨ £õh[PøÍ Pmhõ¯z 
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Œõß»õUì 
£ßÚõmkz uªÈ¯À B#ÂuÌ

£UP®

÷uºÄ¨£õh[PÍõP (GCEO & level) 

©õØÔ¯x. Cx uõ#ö©õÈU PÀÂø¯ 

EÖv ö\#ux. 1974&CÀ öuõhUP¨ 

£ÒÎUPõP E¸ÁõUP¨£mh ¦v¯ £õh©õÚ 

“ÁõÌÁuØPõÚ PÀÂ’ uõ#ö©õÈ°À 

PØ¤UP¨£k® GßÖ Aµ_ AÔÂzux.  

 1834&C¼¸¢x 1982 Áøµ ][P¨§›À  

uªÌ¨£õh[PÒ, uªÌ¨£ÒÎPÒ GÚ 

uÛzuÛ ÁiÁ[PÎÀ ÷uõßÖÁx® 

©øÓÁx©õP C¸¢uÚ.  1940&60 BQ¯ 

Cøh¨£mh Põ»zvÀ •¨£xUS® 

÷©Ø£mh uªÌ¨£ÒÎPÒ C¸¢uÚ. 

AøÁ¯øÚzx® öuõhUP¨£ÒÎPÍõP 

C¸¢uÚ. 1960&CÀ E¯º{ø»¨£ÒÎ 

Bµ®¤UP¨£mhx. 1968&B® BsiÀ 

uªÌ £izu ©õnÁºPÎß GsoUøP÷¯ 

uªÈ¨ £ÒÎPÎÀ uªÌ¨£izu 

©õnÁºPÎß AvP£m\ GsoUøP¯õPU 

öPõÒÍ¨£kQÓx. AuõÁx öuõhUP 

{ø»°À 1490 ©õnÁºPÐ®, E¯º{ø»°À 

353 ©õnÁºPÐ® GÚ ö©õzu® 1843 

©õnÁºPÒ uªÌ £izuÚº.  C¢u •¯Ø]PÒ 

AøÚzx® uªÌ Aø©¨¦PÍõÀ 

•ßöÚkUP¨£mhøÁ. ]» `ÇÀPÎÀ 

Aµ_® ]» EuÂPøÍa ö\#v¸UQÓx. 

©Ö£UPzvÀ 1960&US¨ ¤ß uÛz 

uªÌ¨ £ÒÎPÎß GsoUøP SøÓ¯ 

Bµ¨¤zux. HöÚßÓõÀ Aµ_¨£ÒÎPÒ  

AvP›UPz öuõh[QÚ. Aµ_¨ £ÒÎ°À 

Aµ]ß C¸ö©õÈU öPõÒøP 

A©À£kzu¨£mk uªÌ ©õnÁºPÐUSz  

uªÌ ö©õÈ Cµshõ® ö©õÈ¯õPU 

PØ¤UP¨£mhx. Aµ]ß •Ê {v EuÂ 

²hß C¯[Q¯ A¨£ÒÎPÒ B[Q»¨ 

£ÒÎPÒ GßÖ AøÇUP¨£mhÚ. 

A¨£ÒÎPÒ ][P¨§›ß £À¼Úa\‰P 

©õnÁºPÒ AøÚÁøµ²® •uÀ 

ö©õÈ¯õÚ B[Q»zvß ‰»® K›hzvÀ  

J¸[Qønzx. AøÁ uõß CßøÓ¯ 

Aµ_¨ £ÒÎPÍõP PÀÂ Aø©a\õÀ  

{ºÁQUP¨£mk ö£¸Q°¸UQßÓÚ. CßÖ 

£õ»º£ÒÎ, öuõhUP¨£ÒÎ, 

E¯º{ø»¨£ÒÎ, öuõhUPUPÀ¿›, 

£ÀPø»UPÇP® GÚ AøÚzxU PÀÂ 

{ÖÁÚ[PÎ¾® uªÊUS Ch® 

C¸UQÓx. AÁØÔÀ B°µUPnUPõÚ 

uªÌ ©õnÁºPÒ uªÌUPÀÂ £°ÀQÓõºPÒ.  

][P¨§›À uªÌ ö©õÈø¯²®, 

uªÌUPÀÂø¯²® CßøÓ¯ {ø»US 

E¯ºzv¯vÀ ][P¨§›ß C¸ö©õÈU 

öPõÒøPUS •UQ¯¨ £[S Esk. 

CßøÓ¯ uø»•øÓUS HØ£, £À÷ÁÖ 

ÁøP¯õÚ ö©ßö£õ¸mPÒ, ö\¯¼PÒ 

ÁÈz uªÌ ö©õÈUPØ¤zuÀ öuõhºa]¯õP 

FUSÂUP¨£kQÓx.   

 21&B® ¡ØÓõsiÀ E¸ÁõQU 

öPõsi¸US® ¦v¯ `ÇÀPÐU÷PØ£ 

uªÌö©õÈø¯¨ ¦x¨¤zx, ÁõÊ® 

ö©õÈ¯õP {ø»{Özu ÷Ási¯ ö£õÖ¨¦ 

CßÖ AvP›zv¸UQÓx. ][P¨§›ß 

£ßö©õÈa `Ç¼À, C¸ö©õÈU 

öPõÒøP°ß ÁÈ uªÌö©õÈUPÀÂø¯ 

GÆÁõÖ ÷©®£kzu»õ® GßÖ ]¢uøÚ 

öuõhº¢x öPõsi¸UQÓx. B[Q»® 

& uªÌ GßÝ® C¸ö©õÈ²® uªÌ 

ö©õÈø¯²®, uªÌU PÀÂø¯²® 

÷©®£kzx® ÷|õUQÀ Aø©¯ ÷Ásk®.  

AI ÷£õßÖ CßÖ ¦vuõP Á¢x-

öPõsi¸US® öuõÈÀ~m£[PÎÀ 

B[Q»zvß ÁÈ¯õPzuõß |©US 

Á¸QßÓÚ. B[Q»•® uªÊ® AÔ¢u 

uªÇºPÒ A¢uz öuõÈÀ~m£[PøÍ 

uªÌ ö©õÈ°À GÆÁõÖ £¯ß£kzxÁx 

GßÖ B#Äz xi¨¦hß •ßöÚkUP¨£kQÓx. 

B[Q»zvß ÁÈ AÔ•P©õPU Ti¯ 

AøÚzxz öuõÈ~m£ AÔøÁ²® 

uªÊUSU öPõsk Á¸®÷£õx uõß 

B[Q»zxUS {PµõPz uªÊ® uøÇUP 

•i²®. B[Q»®&uªÌ GßÝ® 

C¸ö©õÈU öPõÒøP PØÓÀ&PØ¤zuÀ 

GßÓ {ø»÷¯õk _¸[QÂhõ©À, 

JÆöÁõ¸ Põ»Pmhzv¾® ö\ÀÁõUS¨ 
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ö£Ö® öuõÈÀ~m£® Em£h AøÚzxz 

xøÓPÎ¾® Pmhõ¯©õUP¨£k® ÷£õx 

uõß C¸ö©õÈU öPõÒøP°ß Ai¨£øhz 

uzxÁzøuU Põ¨£õØÓ •i²®. 

E»Pz÷uõk öuõhº¦öPõÒÁuØS®,  

AÔÂ¯À, ÁoP® ÷£õßÓ xøÓPÎÀ 

E»P |õkP÷Íõk J¸[Qøn¢x 

ö\¯À£mk ][P¨§øµ •ß÷ÚØÖÁuØS 

B[Q»®, £À¼Úa \‰P©õÚ ][P¨§›ß  

£s£õkPøÍ²®, Aøh¯õÍ[PøÍ²® 

÷£õØÔU Põ¨£uØSz uõ#ö©õÈ GßÝ®  

][P¨§›ß Ai¨£øh¯õÚ ©UPÍõm]z 

uzxÁzøu C¢u C¸ö©õÈUöPõÒøP 

Ps÷£õÀ Põ¨£õØÔ Á¸QÓx. 
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